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LETTER     LI. 

Elwina  to  Alfred. 

YOUR  fatisfadtion  and  mine,  my  Al* 
frcd,  are  mutual.  I  feel  all  that 
true,  that  genuine  happinefs,  which  you 
faid  would  inevitably  be  the  refult  of  act- 
ing uprightly  :  I  feel  it  in  its  utmoft 
fenfe.  My  father  and  mother  have 
bound  me  to  them  by  ftronger  ties  than 
even  filial  obedience;. by  the  fincereft  love 
and  affedtion  ! 
Vol.  III.  B  May 
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May   your  excellent   mother  have  the 
felicity  of  Toon  feeing  the  happinefs  of  her 
amiable  fon  made  perfect  here  on  earth  ! 
I  know  her  happinefs  could  rife  no  higher 
than   by  reflecting  on  his.     I  hope   this 
uncle  of  yours  is  not  quite  a  ftranger  to 
your  blood,  and  that,  with  the  whole  Gf 
your  fortune,  he  poffeffes  a  portion  of  the 
worth     you    derive    from    your    father. 
Befides,  I   think   it   is   only    his   intereft 
that    you  want,   and   that  will   not   coft 
him  much.     Iihould  hope,  that  what  lit- 
tle our  family  has  will  be  exerted  in  your 
favour.     I  know,  my  brother,  if  he  chofe 
it,  could  afk  Lord  N— — ,  and  has  fome 
title  to  expe£t  a  compliance :   perhaps  my 
father  may  prevail  on  him.     But  indeed, 
Alfred,  I  am  fo  very  happy  at  prefent,  that 
I  can  wait  moil  patiently,   convinced  that 
I  may  even  to  my  life's  end  cherifh  the 
image  of  the  moft  amiable  of  men  by  my 
father's    indulgence.       Am     I    not    the 
happieft  of  the  happy  ? 

I  am 
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I  am  extremely  fofry  for  the  mifappre- 
henfibn  of  Mrs.  M-^ — — ,  and  will  write 
this  day  to  apologize  to  her,  and,  if  p'oflible, 
regain  her  efteem,  for  I  fhould  be  hurt 
very  much  to  lofe  it.  I  fhall  ever  regard 
her,  if  for  no  other  caufe  than  that  at  her 
houfe  I  firft  became  acquainted  with  you. 
I  almoft  think  fhe  is  offended,  becaufe  fh'e 
thinks  her  great  fagacity  will  be  called  in 
queftion,  which  fhe  does  not  a  little  pique 
herfelf  upon.  But  I  fhall  labour  to  make 
my  peace,  and  doubt  not  of  fuccefs.  I 
told  my  mother,  who  really  faw  the  pro- 
priety of  not  encumbering  her  with  a 
fecret.  She  commended  the  conduct  "of 
both,  yours  particularly,  as  fhe  fays  few* 
men  pbfTefs  fuch  delicacy  as  to  confider 
how  much  they  diftrefs  and  confufe  a 
young  woman,  to  whom  they  are  attached, 
by  drawing' the  whole  attention  of  the 
company  upon  her,  in  confequence  of  a 
to6  particular  fondnefs. 

I  did  not  tell  her  how  often  you  have 
B  2  fright- 
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frightened  me,  when  I  have  detq&ed  you 
looking  on  me  fo  intensely— Yet,  I  be- 
lieve, very  few,  if  any,  noticed  your  deux 
yeux. 

We  are  going  this  evening  to  die  playj 
my  mother  wifhed  me  to  accompany  Ifei 
bella,  and  the  reft  of  the  bridal  folk  ;  but 
I  have  no  great  gout  for  the  fervice.  I  mall 
not  be  very  much  entertained,  either  by  the 
performance,  or  the  company  I  gowiih. 
How;  much  rather  had  I  fit  at  home  read- 
ing old  letters,  or  writing  new  ones,,  or 
even  "  meditating  on  my  laft  night's  vi- 
"  fion,"  which  I  fend  you  to  interpret. 

I  dreamed  I  was  wandering  about  feme 
ftrange  place  all  alone,  nor  did  I  know 
where  I  was  going.  At  laft  I  faw  a 
houfe,  the  fide  of  which  feemed  open,  or, 
to  exprefs  myfelf  more  properly,  it  was  the 
fe&ion  of  a  room  ;  and  at  a  diftance  from 
me  was  a  bed,  in  which  your  mother  was 
fitting  upright    She  beckoned  to  me,  and 

I  ftrove 
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I  ftrovc  to  get  to  her,  but  met 'with  W-5 
thing  but  frightful  precipices  and  tieep  pits,' 
which  I  was  near  faffing  into.     After  mak- 
ing many  fruitlefs  efforts,  Iefpiedmy  fifter 
Matilda,  who  came  up  to  me,  and  reach- 
ing out  her  hand,  led  me  by  another  pa\h, 
which  I  had  not  difcbvered,   into  a  beauti- 
ful garden,  from  whence  I  had';ftili  the 
fame  view  of  your  mother  ;   but  now  faw' 
a  broad  flight  of  ftcps  which  fe&ched  to  her 
chamber— I  afcended  thefe  fteps,  and  was 
received  by  -your'  mother   with   a  !fweet 
ftftile*  whe  taking' my  hand  obliged  met» 
fit  dowta  by  fcer.    What.bcseame  of  titf. 
fifter  I  know  not  j    but  prefently  I  found 
myfelf  feated  at  tabic  with  a  large  com- 
pany--You  was  next  me,  and  yoor  con- 
verfatiart  was  unGorrjmwnly  fprightlyias  was 
that?  of  then whole  party.  You  faid,  fpeak--* 
ing  of  the  jn&prdpriety  of  fome  people's 
pronunciation*  you  had  heard  ef  a  lad^r 
who  decbred  her  fondnefs  for  reading,  and 
that  her  favourite  books  were  Pope's  ByeHdst 
and  OddUks  \  on  which  another  injpaedi- 

B  3  ately 
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ajtely  afked  her  if  (lie  did  not  likewife  admire 
Demofthenes'  Felicities  ?  The  idea  fet  us 
alj  a  laughing  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I 
awakened  by  my  own  vociferation. 

Are  you  Jofeph  enough  to  explain  this 
droll  dream  ?  For  my  part  I  can  fee  no- 
thing it  portends — only  remember  it  was  to 
your  mother's  bed,  and  not  yours  my 
fifter  eondu&ed  me. 

But  Imuft  not  be  fooling  away  my  time 
in  fcribbling  to  you.  If  I  do  I  ihall  not 
get  myfelf  equipped  for  the  fide  box. 

I  Ihall  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  fend-, 
ingyou  a  piece  of  bride. cake  to  put  under 
your  head,  that  you  may  dream  of  your 
beloved.  Mr.  G>  fets  off  for  the  circuit 
next  week  ;  and  when  he  has  helped  to 
fave  or  condemn  a  few  poor  fellow  crea- 
tures, he  will  haften  to  celebrate  his  nup- 
tials with-  his  dear  Ifabella;  Her  poor' 
elder  After  muft  dance  barefoot ;  poor  girl  ! 

fhc 
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fhe  is  much  to  fee  pitied,  confidering  all 
things— Don't  you  think  fo,  Alfred  ? 

Indeed   nOw  I   fnuft.  go,  for  Jenny  is 

come  to  drefs  my  hair.     So  bonjour,  et  Ion 

Jmr  auffiy  for  I  mall  not  have  time  to  add 

to  this.     Adieu— yours  moft  truly  for  ever 

and  ever.    Amen. 

EL  WIN  A. 


LETTER       LII. 
Elwina  to  Maria* 

HO  H  E  fun,  my  dear  Maria,  is  rather 
JL  overcaft,  which  lately  fhone  fo  bright 
in  the  hemifphere  of  your  friend  Elwina. 
However,  I  think  my  father  will  never  be 
influenced  to  falfify  his  word,  and,  indeed,, 
ihould  he  difcover  fo  much  frailty,  the 
breach  in  him  cannot  juftify  a  fimirar  con- 

B4  due]: 
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du&  in  me,  and,  therefore,  I  am  much 
eafier  in^that  point  than  I  otherwife  ihould 
be.  But  I  have  loft  the  flender  hold  I  had 
in  my  brother's  love,  I  fee  very  plainly. 
He  has  taken  it  very  ill  of  my  father  that 
he  Ihould  be  fo  indulgent  to  a  ridiculous 
attachment  of  a  filly  girl  to  a  beggar  : 
"-For  his  part,  he  forefaw  nothing  but  po- 
"•  verty  and  ruin  in  the  profpeft,  and  he 
'fc-fhould  never  encourage  difobedience 
"  and  folly,  by  affording  any  maintenance 
*.«  -io  me,  if  I  was  xeduced  to  £yer  fo  greats 
*.'  exigencies."  My  father  did  affume 
courage  enough  to  tell  him,.  "  That  I  had 
*'  promifed,  and  he  knew  he  could  rely  on 
"  my  word,   I  would  never  marry  Alfred 

'Vwjthouthisconfent;  andthatAlfredhimfelf 
"  had  vowed  never  to  receive  my  hand  but 
«*  as  the  gift  of  my  father."  This  mode- 
rated his  rage  a  little,  as  he  founded  upon 
that  aflurance  a  hope  of  prevailing  on  my 
father  to  withhold  his  confent  for  ever,  as 
no  time  is  ftipulated  for  our  union  ;  and 
notwithftanding  his  diflike  of  the  beggar^ 

he 
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he  knows  him  to  be  a  man  of  too  nice. 
principles  not  to*  adhere  to  his  engage- 
ments. This  fine  fchemc  I  fhould  not 
have  known  but  for  Ifebeliaj  and  I  believe 
flie  let  it  efeape  her  quite  by  chance  too. 

She  had  fhewn  me  Tome  very  fine  dia- 
monds Mr.  G — ~-  had  presented  her  with, 
oonSfting  of  a  pair  of  dreffed  ear-rings,  and 
three  large  ftars  for  the  &ea&.  I  admired 
them,  and  congratulated  her  on  bet  good 
fortune — I  am  fure  without  jdie  fmaHeft 
degree  of  envy,  as  you  well  know. 

"  You  might  have  had  much  finer,** 
faid  fhe,  "  if  you  had  not  refufed  Sir 
"  Thomas  K— r" 

««  Poffibly  fo,"  I  anfwered  j'"  but  wfieij- 
"  ever  I  marry  I  (hall  look  more  to  the 
ft  man  than  the  diamonds." 


« 


"  Yes,  Lsve'aad  aC&ttoge  is  a  pretty 

motto,  and  living  on  air,  as  my  brother 

B  5  "  fays, 


io        THE    S  CHOOL 

"fays,  pleafant  diet,  if  repentance  is  not 
"  too  four  a  fauce  to  it." 

<f  Really,  my  brother  is  quite  a  wit.  I 
tc  wonder  he  has  not  made  a  longer  fpeech 
«  in  the  houfe  than  yea  or  nay.  I  think  he 
."  would  be  as  good  an  orator  foon  as  Mr. 
<(. Burke.  But  I  fancy  when  he  enters  the 
"pale  of  matrimony,  he  will  think  of  lit- 
"  tie  elfe*  than  the  aggrandizement  of  his 
"  family  j  love  will  have  a  fmall  fliare 
*'  in  the  engagement." 

cc  Love,"  fhe  faid,  "  was  a  very  pretty 
*'  ingredient,  when  directed  by  prudence." 

fC  But  there  would  have  been  neither 
"  one  or  the  other,  Ifabelh,  in  a  marriage 
<(.  with  Sir  Thomas.  Love  him  I  could 
"  not  i  nor  would  it  have  been  prudent  to 
*f  marry  a  man  of  fuch  libertine  principles, 
"  who,  perhaps,  would  but  part  with  his 
"  miftrefs  the  day  before  he  married." 

<(  Indeed, 
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»  Indeed,  Elwina,  your  notions  are  fo 
"  extremely  delicate,"  and  fhe  drawled  out 
the  four  laft  words,  "  that  in  all  probabi- 
"  lity  you  will  be  forced  to  add  to  the  fifter- 
"  hood  of  old  maids.  Though  I  fuppofe 
"  Alfred  is  immaculate." 

«  Such  as  he  is,"  I  replied,  "  my  father 
"  has  allowed  me  to  hope  one  day  I  fhall 
"  be  better  able  to  judge  of  his  merit." 

"  Aye,  my  brother  fays,  that  was  a 
"  very  wife  ftep  indeed  of  him,  and  fullyr 
"  proves  he  is  in  his  dotage." 

I  felt  my  colour  rife  at  this  undutiful  re- 
flection from  a  fon  fo  highly  favoured,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  reft  of  the  family.  J  was 
forry  afterwards,  but  I  could  not  help  fay- 
ing with  a  degree  of  acrimony,  "  Though 
<*  it  hardly  becomes  me  to  repeat  the  dif- 
"  refpectful  words  of  my  brother,  yet.  I 
"  muft  fay  the  only  inftance  of  dotage  in 
"  my  father,  was  that-  of  making  a  golden 
B  6  "  calf,. 
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"  calf,  and  expecting   every    one  fhould 
"  worfhip  it  as  he  did/* 

"  Oh  brave,  my  witty  fifter !  Whyy  my 
"  dear,  when  you  die  we  fhall  have  the 
bookfellers  quarrelling  for  the  firft  copy 
of  your  bons  mots.  I  fwear  I  never  heard 
*<  any  thing  half  fa-clever  and  metaphori- 
"  cal  as  the  goldenseal/" 


As  I  have  already  faid,  I  was  forry  my 
indignation  fhould  have  thus  vented  itfelf, 
and  I  fhall  have  caufe  to  be  more  Co  I  dare- 
fay,  for  Ifabella  took  the  firft  opportunity 
©f  repeating  my  fpeech  to  my  brother  ; 
which  1  was  foon  convinced  of,  for  this 
niglit  after  rfupper  I  made  fome  remark, 
which  Mr.  G— - -  noticed  as  a  good  thing; 
a  gentleman  prefent  faid,  "  I  have  heard 
"  nothing  elfe  but  good  things  from  her  all 
««  the  evening." 

««  Oh,  no,"  cried  my  brother,    with;  a- 
jeerkig  fmile,  "  like  Hudibras, 

«  -j —  (he 
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«  i     ■    ■  (he  cannot  ope 

**  Her  mouth,  but  out  there  flies  a  trope. 

"You  cannot  imagine  how  very  (mart 
<{  ihe  is  fometimes,  and  Ifabella  fays  fhe 
"  deals  largely  in  metaphor." 

"  Ifabella  miftakes  truth  for  metaphor 
"fometimes,  brother;  but  even  truth 
"  fhould  not  be  fpoken  at  all  times." 

It  is  plain  from  this,  my  deaf  Maria, 
I  Ihall  have  fomething  more  to  combat 
than  merely  waking.  But  all  this  I  keep 
to  myfelf,  trufting  in  the  natural,  or  rather 
acquired  politenefs  of  the  gentleman  of  the 
family,  for  Alfred's  being  treated  with  de- 
cency at  leafi:  whenever  he  comes. 

My  brother  can  finite  and  bow,  and  bow 
and  fmile,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  wifhes 
you  a  hundred  miles  off.  He  is  quite  a 
courtier  in!  the  moft  emphatic  fenfe  of 
th«  word.  Alfred  does  not  quite  read  his 
6  character 
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character  at  prefent ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
never  have  occafion  to  be  guarded  againft 
it.  Nothing  but  the  apprehenfion  of  his 
fuffering  danger  from  the  pride  and  malevo- 
lence of  his  difpofition,  fhall  ever  urge  me 
to  difclofe  it,  even  to  the  man  I  love  bet- 
ter than  myfelf.  But  Clodio  muft  think 
me  a  dock  or  a  (lone,  not  to  be  a  little 
moved  when  I  hear  him  fay,  with  that  fu- 
percilious  air  you  are  fo  well  acquainted 
with  :  "  What,  he  again  !  he  lives  here,  I 
«  think." 

*'  No,  no,"  my  too  gentle  father  fays, 
«  not  fo,  my  Ton ;  it  is  above  a  week  fince 
"  he  was  here." 

And,  indeed,  he  never  comes  more  than 
once  a  week,  and  very  often  then  only 
ftays  an  hour  or  two.  He  has  parted  with 
his  fweet  horfe — I  was  really  much  hurt  at 
it  on  feveral  accounts.  He  now  always 
walks  to  town  and  back  again,  which 
grieves  me,   both  from  his  being  fatigued, 

and 
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and  that  I  have  lefs  of  his  company, 
as  more  time  is  taken- mp  in  coming 
and  going  on  foot  than  on  horfe-back. 
Another  reafon  is,  that  I  know  the  poor 
creature  will  not  have  fo  good  a  mailer. 
How  would  he  follow  him  with '"his  eyes, 
and  turn  his  head  at  the  found  of  his  voice  ! 
I  do  believe  the  < animal  would  k-notyr  him 
at  any  diftanceof  time.  He  afTures  me  the 
gentleman  to  whom  he  fold' him*'willbe 
very  careful,  and  fuffer  no  one  to  ride  him 
but  himfelf ;  and  added,  if  he  could  not 
rely  on  his  being  well  ufed,  he  would  have 
fhot  him  before  he  would  have  parted 
with  him.  But  I  cannot  helpt  thinking"  be 
had  a  particular  affeclion  for  my  dear  Al- 
fred, and  it  was  really  mutual. 

My  brother  need  not  be  fo  muclrdif- 
pleafed,  for  he  very  feldom  meets  him  n; 
a  circumftance  I  never  fail  to  rejoice  at. 
I  am  jfure  their  minds  are  not  congenial. 
This  moFning  Clodio  came  home  from  the 
Houfe  while  we  were  at  breakfaft,  took'  a 

bafon 
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bafon  of  tea,  and  went  to  bed — rofe  at  five, 
and  went  down  to  the  houfe  about  fix,  to 
pafs  the  night  there  as  ufual.  As  Garrick 
faid, 

My  country  calls,  and  z— —  ds  I'll  do  my  beft. 

So  it  is  all  for  the  good  p{  our  country 
— but  what  domeftic  men  do  thefe  malted 
Oh,  defend  me  from  fuch  a  hufband ;  yet 
fuch  a  one  I  fhould  have  had  in  Sir  Tho- 
mas K— — >  who  is  obliged  ftill  more  than 
my  brother  to  fupport  the  minifter. 

We  entertain  fome  hopes  of  Mr.  Har* 
ley  (Alfred's  uncle)  being  able  to  do 
fomething,  willing  I  fhould  fay  ;  he  has 
the  power,  if  he  has  the  inclination  like- 
wife.  But  alas,  thefe  two  principles  fel- 
dom  are  united. 

Adieu,  my  deareft  Maria ;  accept  my 
tendered  love  and  good  wifhes.  I  am  ever 
yours, 

ELWINA, 
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LETTER    LIII. 

EiwiNA    to    Maria. 

WE  are  furrounded  with  all  the  para- 
phernalia formy  fitter's  approaching 
nuptials  j  and  in  order  to  make  me  keep 
tolerable  pace  with  the  bride  in  point  of 
appearance,  my  dear  father  has  preferred 
me  with  an  hundred  pound  bank  note. 
How  happy  I  am  he  has  done  To  !  Rather 
than  lay  out  the  fum  in  any  article  of 
finery,  I  fhall  not  break  it,  Having  cafh 
enough  by  me  for  any  little  fupernumerary 
ornaments  I  may  want  j  arid  ftiall  lay  the 
note  up  carefully  to  purchafe  fome  furni- 
ture by  and  by.  You  cannot  thing  how 
notable  I  am  grown — I  am  working  a  car- 
pet, and  have  planned  chairs  to  anfwer  it.* 
Oh,  at  the  rate  I  go  on,  I  (hall  half  fur- 

"nilh 
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nifh  my  houfe  by   Chriftmas,  and  in  an 
elegant  ftyle  too,  I  aflure  you. 


I  never  was  extravagant,  but  I  fhall  now 
begin  to  abridge  myfelf  of  many  unnecef- 
fary  articles,  to  add  to  the  fund.  In  my 
mind's  eye,  I  have  arranged  my  houfe- 
hold,  and,  oh,  how  delighted  have  I  been, 
till  I' awakened  from  my  vtfionary  employ- 
ment !  I  fear  fometimes  I  am  only  erect- 
ing caftks  in  the  air,  to  be  blown  down 
with  a  breath  ;  yet  the  bufinefs  affords  me 
much  pleafure  too,  and  makes  my  work 
go  cheerly  on,  when  I  anticipate  the  hours 
of  happinefs  I  may  enjoy  tete-a-tete  with 
my  amiable  Alfred  feated  on  this  fame  car- 
pet. It  is  thus,  my  Maria,  I  amufe  myfelf, 

And  ftrive  what  yet  remains  behind 
Of  loit'ring  time  to  cheat. 


*s> 


Which  furely  is  not  illaudab.lt,  as  by  fuch 
means   I   have    recovered    much  of    my 

vivacity, 
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vivacity,  which  you  feared  Iwas  in  danger 
of  lofing. 

Heartily  glad  fhall  I  be  when  our  folks 
are  married,  as  then  I  fhall  be  miftrefs  of 
more  time,  and,  confequently,  can  devote 
whole  days  to  my  new  employment ;  for 
now  there  is  nqthing  but  gadding  abroad, 
and  to  public  places  that  its  fuits  me  not. 
But  when  Ifabella  has  got  other  compa« 
nions,  I  fhall  bid  adieu  to  the  play,  the 
opera,  Almack's,  and  a  long  et  cetera  of 
public  amufements;  by'which  I  fhajl  lay  in 
a  ftock  of?  health,  and  fave  my  money, 
two  very  neceffary  ingredients  for  my  well 
doing. 

Health,  peace,  and  competence. 

How  comprehenfive !  My  dear  Maria,  I 
am  convinced  you  wifh  them  in  their  full 
extent  to  your  faithful 

ELWINA. 
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LETTER      LIV. 
Elwina    to    Maria. 

ALFRED  told  me  the  other,  day  he 
faw  a  moft  ettraordmary  advertife- 
mentin  a  morning  paper  to  this  purport  i 
c«  That  any  gentleman  having  three  thou- 
'*  fandv  pounds  to  fpare,  had  now  a  good 
"  opportunity  of  improving  it  to  fix  time* 
<r  as  much.  The  money  ought  remain* 
"  with  their  own  banker  till  the  affair 
"  fhould  be  concluded — None  but  prin- 
cipals would-  be  treated  with;'.'  with 
the  ufual  afluraqce  of  fecrecy,  &c.  and 
concluded  with  where  any  one  defirous  of 
further  information  might  apply*  As  the 
fum,    to  ufe  the  words  of  poor  General 

B ,    "  was  within  the    fcale  of   his 

i(  talent,"  and  naturally  fuppofing  it  was 

intended 
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intended  for  a  douceur  for  the  appointment 
of  fame  lucrative  place,  Alfred  was  de* 
termined  to  make  fome  further  inquiry 
about  it.  He  went  to  the  rendezvous,  and 
there^faw  a  grave-looking  old  gentleman, 
who  Teemed  quite  pleafed  at  being  a^ddref- 
fed,  by  a  perfon,  of  Alfred's  appearance. 
Of  courfe  they  foon  entered  on*  bufinefs, 
and  which  the  advertifer  doubted  not 
would  be  agreeable  to  all  parties,  and 
fpeedily  accomplifjied.  On  Alfred's  re- 
queuing to  be  more  particularly  inftruAed 
i^the  nature  of  the,  fubjecV  they  met  upon, 
jhe  old  man  faid,  «.«  I  prefume,  Sir,  you 
"  underftand  there  is  a  lady  in  the  cafe  ?" 
Alfred  declared  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
with  whom  he  was  to  negociate  ;  the  mo* 
ney  was  now  ready,  and  fhould  be  trans- 
ferred in  three  hours  if  it  was  wanted. 

"  You  feem  a  very  pretty  young  gentle* 
"  man,"  replied  the  other,  «  and  my  em- 
"  ployer  will  be  very,  happy  to  difpofe  of 
"  his  charge  fa  well." 

In 
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In  fhort,  Alfred  foon  difcovered,  that 
by  bribing  a  guardian;  he  might  marry  a 
young  girl  of  feventeen  with  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds.  He  affurcd  the  agent  that  a 
compliance  of  that  fort  was  out  of  his 
power,  he  having  no  thoughts  of  matri- 
mony in  fuch  a  line ;  therefore,  there  was 
an  end  of  the  treaty.  He  came  immediately 
to  me,  heartilydifappointed,  and  equally 
enraged  againft  the  villainy  of  fuch  a  guar- 
dian. I  urged  him  to  make  fome  farther  in- 
quiry into  this  iniquitous  tranfaction  j  and  as 
he  Maid  all  night  in  town,  he  went  the  next 
morning,  where  he  was  informed  the  agent 
had  completed  his  bufinefs,  having  met 
with  a  gentleman,  not  an  hour  after  he 
had  left  him,  who  had  accepted  the  offer 
with  joy.  How  happy  fhould  I  have'  been 
could  this  infamous  principal  have  receiv- 
ed fome  punifhment,  or  even  detection ! 
Well,  I  believe  they  will  marry  Alfred 
amongft  them  fome  how  or  other,  or  at 
lead  he  is  to  have  no  preferment  without 
matrimony  being  thejauce  to  it.  At  laft  Jus 
3  dear 
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dear  mother  has  had  a  letter   <e  from  her 
"  very  arFe&ionate  brother-in-law,"  as  he 
figns  hinqfelf.     He  tells  her  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  fortune  of  his  nephew, 
in   a  way  he  hopes  the  young  man  can- 
not object  to  :   and  then  proceeds  to  de- 
fcribe  a  lady,  who  will  have  an  immenfe 
fortune,  and  who  has  great  porteflibns  a.U 
ready.      From  the  ftyle  of  the   letter   I 
immediately  faw  through  it,  and  at  my 
requeft  Alfred  wrote  an  anfwer  rather  in- 
clining to  acquiefcence,  and  it  proves  as  I 
thought.     The  lady  wants  to  be  married 
in  great  hafte  ;    left,  as  an  old  author  fays, 
Jhejhould  have  a  child  for  her  cradle,  before 
fhe  has  an  hufband  for  her  bed.     Here  is  a 
provident  uncle  for  you  !  Indeed  he  knows 
not  Alfred,  and,  perhaps,  thinks  his  foul 
as  bafe  as  his    own.     The    lady   is   the 
daughter  of  a  baronet;  we  all  knew  what 
fhe  was  as  foon  as  her  name  was  mention- 
ed.    This  is  not  the  firft  accident  fhe  has 
met  with  in  confequence  of  an  illicit  in- 
trigue wkh  a  near  relation. 

To 
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To  a  man  of  Alfred's  principles,  flay- 
ing, or  the  worft  of  deaths,  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  even  accepting  an  independency 
from  one  who  has  dared  to  think  {o  meanly  of 
him.  He  has  written  him  a  letter,  of  which 
I  took  a  copy,  and  will  one  day  fhew  it  to 
you.  If  the  wretch  has  not  the  moft  cal- 
lous heart  in  the  world,  I  think  it  will 
fting  him  through  and  through.  So  thac 
hold  has  given  way ;  and  now  we  muft 
look  out  for  fome  other,  whereby  to  hang 
our  hopes  on  for  a  little  while,  to  prove, 
I  fear,  that  the  offspring  of  hope  is  dijap- 
■po'mtment. 

I  am  forry  to  fee  thcfe  repeated  perverfe 
eircumftances  have  an  alarming  effect  on 
Mrs.  Harley.  She  is  equally  fanguine 
with  her  fon,  but  fhe  bears  not  the  fruffra- 
tion  of  her  hopes  with  the  philofophy  ihe 
ufed  to  do  at  a  much  earlier  age.  Her 
mind  lofes  daily  much  of  that  elaftic  tone 
and  firmnefs,  which  makes  us  naturally 
fpring  forward   to  fome  future  hope  and 

expec- 
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expedation.  Heaven  prolong  her  life,  and 
add  to  its  comforts  as  the  likelieft  means :  fhe 
declares  fhe  wilh.es 'for  life  more  than  ever, 
as  on  that  circumftance  depends  now  more 
than  half  Alfred's  income.  At  her  death 
he  will  have  nothing  but  his  poor  three 
thoufand  pounds,  which  he  was  fo  eager 
to  lay  out  to  good  advantage  lately. 

I  think  of  this  unfortunate  facrifice  to 
the  villainy  of  her  guardian  with  a  con- 
stant concern.  I  tell  Alfred  I  fancy  his 
uncle  muft  be  the  man.  I  fhould  be  hap- 
py to  know  there  were  not  two  fuch  cha-. 
rafters  in  the  world. 

Had  my  Alfred  been  difengaged,  he. 
might  have  purfued  the  bufinefs,  and  .ex- 
tricated the  poor  damfel  from  the  bafe 
hands  of  worfe  than  a  giant,  who  has  kept, 
her  in  thrall,  only  to.  deliver  her  to,  per- 
haps, a  worfe  wretch  than  himfelf.  I  (hall 
ever  regret  not  fearching  into  the  bufinefs 
directly  ;  but  my  Alfred  finding  his  hopes 
Vol.  III.  C  over- 
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overfet,  thought  at  that  moment  of;  no- 
thing bat  communicating  his  difappbint- 
ment  to  one  who  was  fo  much  interefted 
in  his  fuccefs. 

There  is  another  thing  too,  which  you 
will  allow  fufficient  to  make  me  uneafy.  I 
fee  Alfred  chagrined  at  being  thus  con- 
fined to  a  life  of  idlenefs,  without  any  purfuir  j 
yet  he  carries  it  off  with  as  much  hilarity 
as  poflible,  to  fave  his  mother  from  feel- 
ing anguifh.  But  it  is  deplorable  for  a 
man  juft  turned  of  twenty-four  to  be  con- 
demned to  vegetate  in  a  little  village,1  ind 
perhaps  be  called  an  idle  young  fellow, 
who  might  do  fomething  for  his  living. 

That  idea  of  every  one's  being  able  to 
dojometbing  is  very  'prevalent,  and  eafily 
adopted ;  but  the  greateft  difficulty  is  be- 
ing able  to  find  fomething  to  do.  A  man 
who  can  dig,  or  is  not  afhamed  to  beg,  may 
fometimes  find  employment  for  both  his 
talents  j  but  a  man  trained  up,  and  edu- 
cated 
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cated  as  Alfred  has  been,  eannot  fo  rqadily 

.find  a  fujtable  eftablifoment.     He  had.  the 

other  day  an  offer  of  going  abroad  with 

two  young  men,   the  fons  of  Lord  — ■ — , 

as  their  travelling  tutor.     But  what  a  life 

is   that ! — The  real  bear-leader  is  a  much 

happier  (and  as  tutors  are  lopked  on.  in 

-general,  a  much  more  refpe&able)  b&\pg, 

rif  he  has  a  tafte  for  the.  noble  fciences  of 

mufic   and  dancing.  ;    No,    I  would,  not 

confeot  to  that  expedient  of    being  kept 

from  ftarving  ;  nor  would  he,. I  am  con- 

^vincecL  .  A  moft  unthankful  office  indeed, 

f«uid,  rewarded  (moft  .commonly  as  it  de- 

fcrves)  with  neglect,  if  not  contempt;. 

All  my  comfort  is,  we  have  a  large  field 
•tojlook  over,  and  fomething  may  ftart  to- 
morrow, if  we  are  out  of  luck  to-day.  So 
"  Courage,  mes  files  /"  ."  The  world  is  all 
"  before  us,  where  to  choofe,"  and  we  may 
pick,  here  and  there  ;  no  danger  of  not 
finding  fome  herb  to  keen  us  from  quite 
periihing. 

C  2  A  quiet 
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A  quiet  cottage,  with  an  income   that 
would  allow  us  fomething  to  fpare  to  the 
ftill  more  indigent  than  ourfelves,  would, 
with  Alfred,  be   all  my    unafpiring  heart 
could  wifh  for.     iC  Elegant  retirement  and 
<c  poetic  eafe,"  is  fung  forth   by   all  the 
lovers  of  the  mufes.     In  fuch  a  fituation, 
I  have  no  idea  of  being  tired  or  dull.     We 
each  of  us  have  had  an   education  that 
would  furnifh  out  a  fund  of  employment 
for  our  hands  and   heads.     Mufic,  draw- 
ingi    reading,    working — Oh,    we  fhould 
never   be  tired — never  find  the   day  too 
long.     I  do  not  fay  I  fhould  be  happy  to 
fip   nothing  elfe  than  the  clear  bubbling 
brook,  which  echoed  to  our  vows  of  love 
and  conftancy ;  or  that  the  herbs  of  the 
field,  over  which  we  "  tripped  with  light 
<(  fantaftic    toe,"  or  the   berries    of  the 
hedges,  would  be  fufficient  food  ;  the  arch 
of  heaven  our  canopy,  and  the  fragrant 
earth  our  bed. — This  is  too  romantic,  and  I 
could  never  picture  happinefs  in  the  mad- 
deft  of  my  hours  in  fuch  <c  a  wildernefs 

"  of 
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"  of  woe."  Yet  I  do  think  love  in  a  cot- 
tage, provided  the  cabin  was  convenient., 
with  a  plan  of  ceconomy,  which  I  could 
eafily  reduce  to  practice,  .would  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  utmoft  felicity  to  two -per- 
rons of  a  right  turn  of  mind.  I  hate  forms 
and  ceremonies,  and  I  fee  how  heavily 
they  fit  on  thofe  who  are  obliged. to  pcaetife 
them.  What  a  flavifh  fatiguing  life,  is 
that  of  a  fine  lady  !  half  the  day  isfpent 
in  ftriving  to  recruit  for  the  exceifies  and 
extravagance  of  the  other  half  j  vapoured 
all  the  morning,  and  rioting  all  the  night — is 
not  this  one  of  the  worft  kinds  of  filicide 
—killing  ourfelves  by  inches  ?  Oh,  my 
dear  Maria,  your  friend  was  never  caft  in 
fuch  a  mould.  I  hate  it.  How.  readily 
would  I  fly  from  the  contagion  for  ever  to 
love  and  a  cottage  ! — Adieu. 

I  am  ever  yours, 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER      LV. 

Elwina  to  Alfred. 

OU  R  dear  Maria  has  fuftained  a  very 
heavy   lofs  in   the  death   of  Mrs. 

N. ,   her   aunt,  who   refided  with  her 

father  and  felf.     She  was  an  excellent  Wo- 
man, and  much  beloved  by  our  amiable 
friend,  who  fmeerely  laments  her,  in  a  let- 
ter I  yefterday  received  from  her.     What  • 
flie  had  been  able  to  fave  from  not  a  very- 
liberal  jointure,  (he   has  left    to    Maria. 
Eut  as  (he  pathetically  fays,  "  all  the  goods 
«  that  fortune  had  beftowed  oh  her,  I  had 
"the  free  enjoyment  of  while  it  was  hers. 
"The  being  poffeffor  of  all  Ihe  could  be- 
"Row,   is   now  embittered   by  the  reflec- 
«  tion  that  1  have  loft  her  for  ever— Ihe 
«<  was  a  kind  benevolent   friend,     and   a 
««'  fweet  companion  to     my   dear    father, 
"  who  has  now  only  poor  Maria  to  fuftain 
"  his  infirm  age.     My  beloved  aunt  a  ffift- 

"  ed 
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"  ed  me  cheerfully  in  the  pleafiag  talk 
"  of  ftriving  to  make  an  old  man  forget 
"  his  better  days,  and  beguile  the  hours  of 
"  indigence  with  fmiles." 

I  Xeel  mod  fenfibly,  my  dear. Alfred, 
the.  diftrefs  of  Maria,  and  will,  certaitily. 
goto  her.foon  as  pofiible.  Doe§  ,fhe  not 
deijerve  fome  facrifice,  and  am.  I  not,  going 
to  make  her  a  great  one .?— ^for  I  fear. I  fhalfc 
mifs  the  happinefs.  of  feeing  you.  Virtue 
is  its  own  reward^  it  is  {aid  j  but  you, 
might  lend  a  helping  hand  towards  doing, 
that  good  office  yo«?rfelf.  Can  you  npt 
contriye  to  come  and  fympathize  with  your 
Elwina,  in  the  fweet  employment  of  dry- 
ing Maria's  tears.  And  yet  how  can  it, 
be  done  without  fatigue,  and  difficulty  to. 
your  dear  felf  ?  No,  I  will  not  expect  it—, 
It  would  be  too  much. 

I; think  the  character  of  Maria   never, 

rifes  higher  in  my  efteem  than  when  I  con^. 

template    her    fupporting   her  fpirits  So 

C  4  nobly, 


32  THE     SCHOOL 

nobly,  and  adminiftering  comforts  to  her 
beloved  father,  who  by  a  too  implicit  faith 
in  the   honour  of    another,     has    totally 
ruined  his  child's  profpefts.     He  was  once 
pofTeffedof  an  affluent  fortune,   and  Maria 
his  declared  heir,  having  no  other  children. 
It   is   but  a  very  few  years  fince   he   was 
prevailed  on  to  become  bound   for  a  de- 
igning wretch,  who  drew  him  in  to  fet  his 
name  to  papers,   after  having  altered  the 
bonds  to  a  much  larger  fum  ;   by  which 
he  got  great  credit,  and  amaffed  a  con- 
fiderable   fortune,  for  which   he  rewarded' 
his    friend's  credulity,'  by    abfconding   to 
America,    the    place  of   his    birth,    and 
leaving  him   to  the  mercy  of  his  incenfed 
creditors,  who  all  came -upon  him  at  once,. 
loudly    demanding    their   dues  from  him. 
Half  di drafted  at  the  difcovery    of  a  vil- 
lain he   never  once  fufpefted,  he  gave  up 
the  whole  of  his  fortune  to  a  fet  of  rapa- 
cious harpies,     who,    after    dividing  and 
fubdividing  it  as  they  thought  fit,  left  him 
a  bare  fubfiftence,   only  an  annuity  of  three 

hundred 
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hundred   a  year  for  his   life,    and  at  his 
death  one  hundred  per  ann.  for  Maria. 

It  was  a  fatal  precipitancy  in  the  injured 
old  gentleman  to  give  up  his  fortune  and 
effects  :  had  he  called  his  friends  about 
him,  fome  better  meafures  would  have 
been  adopted,  for  it-  is  much  fufpected, 
even  the  principal  creditors,  and  the  real 
contractor  of  the  debts,  divided  the  pil- 
lage of  his  fortune  amongft  them.  The 
confequence  v/as  very  dreadful,  and  for 
fome  time  he  was  totally  deprived  of  his 
fenfes.  My  charming  friend  behaved  like 
an  angel  on  this  trying  occafiori,  and  Hea- 
ven gave  her  ftrength  to  combat  the  hea- 
vier!: of  afflictions,  to  foothe  and  comfort 
her  father.  She  had  been  addretfed  by 
a  young  man  of  rank  and  fortune,  to 
whom  fhe  was  very  much  attached  j  ■  but? 
the  failure  of  her  expectations  from  her 
father's  loffes,  put  an  entire  flop'  to  the 
match,  which  had  been  in  fome  degree  of 
forwardnefs.  The  family  of  her  lover 
C  5  broke 
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broke  It  off  in  a  manner,  that  left  in  her 
bofom  no  other  fentiment  than  that  of  the 
utmoft  contempt.  He  endeavoured  to 
palliate  the  rude  and  illiberal  conduct  of 
his  parents  -r  and  when  fhe  afllired  him  fhe 
Separated  him  from  them  in  her  own  idea, 
he  availed  Kimfelf  of  this  tender  eonfeffion 
to  ftrive  to  draw  her  into  an  engagement 
injurious  to-  her  fame  and  honour.  This 
laft  outrage  reftiwed  peace  toiler  bofom  at 
once.  A  perfect  indifference  fbori  fucceed- 
ed  to  an  affection  fo  ill-placed,  and,  Ibe-^ 
lieve,  her  heart  has  never  fince  felt  any 
palfiort  but  friendfhip. 

At  laft,  after  many  months,  her  dear 
father  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  fenfes ;  but 
he  continued  ill  a  long  time,  A  phyfician 
recommended  the    waters  of   Barege  as 

the  beftreftorative,and  Mrs.  N ,  then 

riewfy  become  a  widow,  joined  her  little 
ftock  to  theirs,  and  they  fet.off  directly  for 
thofe  falubrious  fprings.  They  pafled 
two  feafons  there,  by  which  I  think  he  wiU 
live  many  years  with* comfort. 

Mrs. 
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..Mrs.  N— r—  has  left  two  thoufand 
pounds  to  Maria,  which,  though  not  a" 
great,  is  a  comfortable  addition  to  her 
little  income.  And  Ihe  has  the  generofity 
to  fay  fhe  fhall  take  the  earlieft  opportuni- 
ty of  making  her  will  in  favour  of  me, 
and  my  children,  if  ever  I  fhould  have  any, 

I  fhall  flay  with  her  but  a  few  days,  as 
on  Tuefday  in  Eafter  week  Ifabella  quits 
her  father's  houfe  for  a  hufband's,  and  my 
company  at  the  wedding  could  not  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  However,  I  am  not  to  so 
into  the  country  with  the  new-married  folks,. 
My  brothers  accompany  them,  and  Mr. 
G— - — *s  filler. 

I  Hope  Mrs.  M— —  has  convinced  you 
fhe  is  appeafed  at  lad,  and  is  as  cordial  as 
ever%  I  mould  think  it  particularly  well 
behaved  in  her,  if  fhe  would  aflc  me  to 

fpend  a  week  or  two  at  L before  I  go 

for  the  furrimer  to  H .     But'  I  muft 

not  Look. forward  to  that  hope,  as  I  think 

C  & 
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it  very  likely  my  father  would  objecV  to 
the  proportion,  and  perhaps  it  would  not 
be  right.     Thefe  are  little  trials,  my  amia- 
ble Alfred,  we  muft  fubmit  patiently  to, 
to  fit  us  for  the  happinefs  we  promife  our- 
felves,  in  one  day  having  it  in  our  power 
£0  pafs  our  lives  together.     Now  and  then 
a  necefiary    acquiefcence    to   the  will  of 
others,  not  intirely  conformable  with  our 
inclinations,  will  make  us  eafily  bear  the 
natural  frailties  of  human  nature,  and  be 
more  indulgent  to  the  little  foibles  a  nearer 
intimacy  may  difclofe  to  us  in  each  other. 
"  To  bear,  and   forbear,"    is    not  a   bad 
motto,  and  a  ufeful  leflbn   may  be  learnt 
from    it.     But,    "  the  pleafure  of  pleaf- 
ic  ing,"    is  my   favourite    definition   of  a 
tender  affeclion.     May  we  never  lofe  the 
delight  that  bellowing  happinefs   derives 
to  the  giver,    and  then  I  think  we  fhall 
continue  to  pleafe   for  our  own  fakesA  if 
we  had  not    a    more    laudable    motive. 
Adieu,  my  clear  Alfred  i  I  am  moft  faith- 
fully your  own 

E  LWIN  A. 
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\Maria  would  not  have  placed  this  letter 
in  the  collection  offered  to  the  public,  as  Jhe 
felt  herfelf Sufficiently  gratified  by  the  integrity 
of  her  own  heart,  and  the  private  eutogium 
of  her  beloved  friend.  But  the  Jarcafms 
thrown  on  her  by  the  family  of  Elwina t  made 
it  neceffary  to  do  this  jufiice  to  her  character, 
both  to  clear  it  of  the  illiberal  odium,  as  well 
as  to  give  every  letter  written  by  Elwina,  as 
jhe  pledge  dh  erf  elf  to  do.~] 


LETTER        LVI. 

Alfred  to  Elwina. 

I  A M  determined  not  'to  leave  poor 
,,  virtue  to  the  contingent  chance  of  re- 
warding itfelf,  when  it  is  in  my  power  to 
have  the  fupreme  happinefs  of  difpenfing 
the  reward.  Mr.  W— —  goes  up  to  town 
on,  Wednefday  very  early,  on  particular 

bufi- 
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bufinefs  j  and,  (till  better,  lias  promifed  me 
a  bed  at  his  houfe  in  Lincoln's-Inn-FieHs. 
I  can  be  with  my  beloved  Elwina  by  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  you  may  be 
fure  I  mall  not  leave  the  village  pf  H— — 
till  late  in  the  evening ;  fo  that  I  fhall 
have  many  charming  hours  with  you,  and 
our  -excellent  friend  Maria,  to  whom  I 
offer  my  fincere  regard,  and  fympathy  in 
her  griefs,  which  it  fhall  be  my  tender  care^ 
joined  to  that  of  my  loved  Elwina,  to 
hum  into  peace.  Tell  her  how  mucjvl 
thank  her  for  her  kind  provifion  for  pur 
progeny.  I  muft  certainly  come  in  for 
my  fhare,  Elwina,  of  your  children.  But 
I  echo  the  wifh  of  my  dear  future  com- 
panion, and  hope  our  Maria  will  live  long 
enough  to  fee  our  children's  children  pro-; 
vided  for.  Whit  a  pleafing  addition  to 
our  little  houfehold  would  be  fuch  a  friend 
as  Maria  I  Oh,  when  will  that  happy  time 
arrive-^-that  period  which  my  foul  even 
fickens  for,  when  we  mall  indeed  be  tf  all 


**td 
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«  to  each  other"  in   the  wvoft  enlarged 
fenfe  ?   What  fcenes  of  endlefs  delight  do 
I  frequently  picture  to  myfelf  when  our 
union  is  ma<le  perfect.     Yet  I  do  not  ro- 
mantically think  all   our  paths  are  to  be 
ftrewed  with   ever-blooming    flowers.     I 
allow  for  the  little  draw-backs,  which  will, 
in  fpite  of  the  foft  delirium,  convince  us 
we  are  the  fon   and   daughter  of  Adam. 
But  with  jjw«  to  fweeten  the   common  ills 
of    life— Oh,  how    eafily    they    may  be 
bpme! — I  fhall  only  feel  for  my  Elwina, 
left  the  talk  of  fuftaining  thofe  evils  fhould 
affect  her  too  much. 

And  yet,  my  fweeteft  friend,  you  fhall 
know  all  my  weaknefs. — Though  I  feek  not 
or  wifti  for  affluence— I  dread  no  flate  but 
that. of  poverty.  I  can  live  without  the 
fuperfluities  of  life ;  but  there  are  fome 
certain  little  enjoyments  that  I  could  nei- 
ther difpenfe  with  in  myfelf,  nor  fee  you 
(who  are  much  dearer  to  me  than  myfelf) 
deprived  of,  without  the  fevereft  pangs, 
becaufe  I  may  call  them  your  birth-right. 

You 
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You  have  now  a  fervant  to  yourfelf,  a 
carriage,  and  a  table  of  elegancies.'  We 
may  fay,  a  perfon  is  quite  happy  without 
thefe  externals,  and  indeed  without  the 
two  laft  they  may  do  better  than  to  give 
up  the  firft.  But  by  what  right  do  I  draw 
you  away  from  fuch  a  ftate,  to  place  y^u 
in  comparative  indigence  ?  That  you 
would  fubmit  to  thefe  abridgments,  in  order 
to  make  me  bleft,  is  a  proof  of  your  excel- 
lence ;  but  leaves  that  principle  far  behind, 
if  not  quite  out  of  my  character,  mould 
I,  to  gratify  my  affection,  expofe  you  to 
all  the  confequent  difficulties  of  a  too  li- 
mited fortune.  It  is  thefe  reflections,  my 
Elwina,  that  burft  upon  my  too  lively 
fancy,  and  tell  me  I  am  feeking  to  injure 
her  whom  I  love,  Why  have  I  not  a 
kingdom  to  beftow  on  my  Elwina  ?  Why' 
am  I  deprived  of  the  moft  exquifite  de- 
light, that  of  mewing  to  the  world  how* 
dear  fhe  is  to  me  ?  Dear  lovely  Elwina  j 
never  was  woman  dearer  to  man  than 
thou  art  to  me  !  While  this  (bmetimes  fad 
heart  beats,  it  will  be  thine,  and  thine  alone 

ALFRED, 
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LETTER      LVII. 

Elwina  to  Alfred. 

ID  E  N  Y  your  pofkion,  both  major 
and  minor,  as  the  logicians  fay.  I 
have  not  a  fervant  intirely  to  myfelf,  for 
fhe  dreffes  lfabella  as  well  as  me. — Falfe- 
hood  the  firft. — And  that  a  fervant  in  that 
iine  as  neceffary  to  my  happinefs,.  I  deny 
with  both  hands  j  the  very  hands,  that 
dreffed  my- hair,  when  I  firft  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  certain  youthful  fceptic, 
who  will  tnot  believe  people  can  be  happy 
without  a  thoufand  filly  parades.  In  my 
•faultlefs  form  did  you  perceive  any  thing 
wanting  ?  And  when  I  fhall  have  the  hap- 
pinefs of  dre  fling  for  the  eyes  of  Alfred 
alone — Qh,  I  fhall  adorn  myfelf  comme 
une  ange  !  As  to  your  table  of  delicacies, 
one  would  think  you  meant  to  affront  my 
father  for  having  lived  in  the  city.     I  do 

affure 
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aflure  you,  fir,  he  never  was  even  a  com- 
mon council- man. 

Whenever  I  marry,  I  hope  to  live  in 
the  country,  and  then  I  fhall  not  want  a 
coach—  an  humble  gig  will  content  me, 
and  I  do  think  we  might  arrive  at  that 
piece  of  luxury,  if  we  had  fome  land  to 
our  feoufe,  which  would  maintain  pur 
horfes  }  for  I  really  have  that  kind  of 
ambition  about  me,  that  I  ihould  like  ant 
out-rider  jn  our  Juite* 

I  remember  once  feeing  the  fweetfcft 
little  fpot  in  the  world,  long  before  my  ac- 
quaintance with  you  gave  me  a  higher  tafte 
for  rural  felicity;  yet  I  could  hot  pafs  it 
without  feeling  ah  extreme  intereft  in  it  ; 
nor  could  I  quit  it  without  faying,  "  How 
«<  happily  would  my  life  pafs  with  a  man 
u  of  fimilar  difpofition  in  this  charming 
4t  retirement  !  Here  I  would  place  my 
"  harpfichord ;  in  that  recefs,  my  limple 
"  fideboard  j  here  my  books  fhould  find 
"  room,   and   thofe  whited  walls  I  would 

"  adorn 
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"  adorn  •  with  my  drawings.  Near  this 
"  purling  ftream  I  would  make  an  arbour 
"of  woodbine  and  jeffamine,  ftill  more 
"  perfumed  with  the  blufhing  rofe.  Under 
,f  that  fpreading  elm,  when  it  fuited  me 
"  to  dine  on  cold  meats,  would  I  make 
"  the  repaft.  A  neat  garden  fhould  fup- 
"  ply  the  fallad,  and  a  cheering- glafs  of 
"^  currant  wine."  I  feel  myfelf  too  much 
piqued  now  to  tell  you  how  often  in  thofe 
filly  hours,  when  even  the  mod;  fober  fe- 
male wanders  in  the  flowery  fields  of 
fancy*  ,1  have  painted  the  rational  realiza- 
tion, of  a,  fcene.  of  rural  happinefs,  which 
afifc&ed  me  with  fo  much  delight  when  not 
more  than  eighteen.  But  Alfred  is  made 
for  the  world  j  it  is  pity  that  the  world  is 
nQt  made  for  him.  I  fhould,  however,  be  a 
very  unfuitable  partner  on  the  throne  of  the 
kingdom  you  wiihed  for.  I  fancy  I  mould 
be  like  the  cat  turned  into  the  lady.  Na- 
ture would  foon  difcover  itfelf.  Alfred,  I 
will  venture  to  fay  it,  becaufe  my  refolu- 

tion  is  now  fixed,  never  to  be  yours  till 
1  our 
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our  circumftances  rahy  preclude  every" 
dreadful'idea  of  poverty  (which  you  know, 
like  wealth,  or  even  happinefs,  is  compara- 
tive), that  I  know  of  no  fituation  which  I 
would  not  embrace  that  would  give  me  the' 
chance  of  pafling  my  life  with  you,  pro- 
vided you  had  the  fame  kind  of  affe&ioa 
for  me,  I  feel  I  poffefs  for  you.  But  as 
for  your  royal  doings,  I  give  you  leave  to 
have  as  many  wives  and  concubines  as  the 
great  Solomon  himfelf,  with  all  my  heart 
and  foul  j  as  for  me, 

"  I  would  not  queen  it"  for  the  world. 

To  be  the  wife  of  Alfred  would  be  the 
delight,  the  happinefs  of  my  life — plain 
Alfred — KingAlfred  muftwoo  another  kind 
of  mate. :  His  pomp,  his  pageantry  would 
bedifclaimed  and  rejected  by  EL  WIN  A. 


I 


LETTER     LVIII. 
Alfred  to  Elwjna. 
HARDLY  gave   myfelf    time  to 
read  your  letter  with  attention,  ere  I 

fet 
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fet  off  to  lay  myfelf,  and  ;  recantation  of 
my  heretical  errors,  at  your  feet.  I  bribed 
one  of  the  coachmen  to  let  me  drive  his 
horfes  (I  believe  the  paffengers  were  ne- 
ver fo  wdl  driven  in  their  lives),  To  eager 
was  your  Alfred  (will  you  not  allow  me 
to  ufe  that  expreflion  ?)  to  prove  to  his 
ever  dear  Elwina  that  fhe  has  conquered. 

I  deferved  fome  punifhment,  and  I  have 
had  it ;  for  when  I  arrived  in  Bedfofd- 
fqu'are  I  found  you  had  fet  out  for  H  ■  - 
an  hour  before.  Elwina  was  gone,  and  I 
fe|t  I. had  no  bufinefs  there;  and  leaving 
a  compliment  for  the  family,  I  polled 
away  to  the  Bedford  Arms  Coffee-houie, 
where  I  am  writing  and  retracting  all  I 
faid  in  my  former  letter.  I  will  be  with 
you  on  Wednefday.  The  very  forming 
the  letters  which  compofe  that  word,  re- 
minds me  of  that  dear  Wednefday,  when 
my  Elwina  fweetly  pronounced  forgivenefs. 
to  the  prefumptuous  Alfred.  Ah,  may 
not  the  penitent  Alfred  look  forward  to 
4  a  repe- 
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a  repetition  of  lenity  ?  Let  me  in  pity  to 
my.  feelings  have  a  letter  from  you  j  it 
may  reach  me  on  Tuefday  at  fartheft. 
•Doubt  every  thing  but  my  love,;  my  un- 
changeable love  for  my  Elwina  !  I  would 
have  made  the  beft  of  my  way  to  Hr— . 
after  you  ;  but  that  I  came  fromL  !.■»..  , 
without  apprizing  .my  mother  of  my  in- 
te'ntion'j  and  ftie  would  have  had  a  thou- 
fand  unquiet  minutes,  as  I  could  not'get 
back  till  late  at  night. 

Dd  hot  think  your  arrows  pierce#lef$ 
deep  for  being  ornamented  with  flowers ; 
I  may  truly  adopt  the  lines  of  Prior  to 
them : 

Th/  adorning  them  with  fo  much  art 

Was  but  a  barbarous  (kill ; 
Twas  like  the  pois'ning  of  a  dart, 

Too  apt  before  to  kill. 

Oh,  my  fweeteft  girl,  that  we  could 
realize  the  fcenes  your  elegant  fancy,  has 
drawn  in  fuch  bewitching  colours !  Thv 

Alfred 
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Alfred  has  not  been  behind-hand.     It  was 

his  humility  that 'dared  not  think  he  de- 

ferved  ft>  great' a  facriftce.     I  -will  abdicate 

frvy  throne  to  live  the  life  of -Jove}  of  rea- 

ftm  and  philofophy/with  Erwina,    In  flbbr-t, 

any  life  fhe  choofes,  for  without  her  there  is 

no  happihefs,  no  comfort,  no  peace  for  her 

ever  faithful  and  devoted 

ALFRED. 


LETT  E  R       LIX, 
Elwina  to  Alfred. 

NO,  Alfred,  /  am  not  a  man  thai  ^ 
jhpuld  repent ;  but  a  woman  who  finds 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  refblution  fhe 
once  has  had  the  ftrength  to  form.  A 
time  may  come  when  I  may  acknowledge 
you  are  right ;  at  prefent,  I  can  Only  fay, 
you  are  fuperior  to  me  in  the  article  of 
prudence.  I  think  I  beat  you  a  bar's 
length  in  love  ftill'j  but  of  that  hereafter. 
I  fhall  not  blufh  at  finding  myfelf  outdone 
there  too^— The  man  fhould  always   give 

the  lead. 

You 
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t.  You  may  come  oa  Wednefday  j  Ma*«| 
will  be  your  advocate.  I  would  not  oblige 
her  to  condemn  you  unheard,  fo  I  brought 
your  letter,  not  to  plead  your  caufe,  but 
to-  jwftify  my  condemnation.  She  is  a 
good  creature ;  befides,  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  it  is  rather  in  her  own  ftyle  of  co- 
louring j  for  1  can  fhew  you  a  letter  fron* 
her  that  was  near  breaking  my  heart,  be- 
caufe  it  awakened  me  too  fuddenly  froM 
one  of  thofe  pretty  day  dreams  you  found 
me  fo  deeply  engaged  in  :  that  was,  how- 
ever, a  long  time  fince  j  and  I  ftill  went 
dreaming  on* 

Your  are  {<  proud  of  heart,"  like  paw 
mad  Tom,  or  you   would  not  have  dif- 
dained  to  have  been  driven  to  town,  in- 
ftead  of  taking  the   whip.     I   think   you 
were  very  fortunate  if  you  had  not  a  fhower, 

for  it  rained  when  I  fet  off  for  H . 

I  fhould  be  forry  your  health  ihould  fuf- 
fer  for  the  errors  of  your  mind,  and  hope, 
you  have  not  got  a  cold.  I  never  wifh. 
you  to  feel  thofe  kind  of  fympathies  with 

me. 
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me.  I  have  been  quite  difcrdered  by  that 
ahnoft  univerfal  complaint,  but  am  now 
getting  better. 

I  am  gl^d  there  is  time  enough  t*r 
fettle  our  differences  before  we  meet. 
Heaven  knows  that  cireumftanoe  happens 
.fo.  feldom,,  that  we  had  not  need  fpend  our 
time  in  quarrelling.  So  I  forgive  you, 
Alfred,  though  I  own  you  muft  be  very 
£ivil  and  obfervant,.  before  I  forget-  it  j 
not  that  my  wrath  is  much  kindled  againft 
you -neither  j  you  own  your  fault,  and  are 
likely  enough  to  be  puniihed  for  it :  it 
was  an  error  in  judgment ;  and  we  are  not 
wife  at  all  times.  You  fee  how  fententious 
you  have  made  me. 

But  let  us  change  this  fubjed  for  a  bet- 
ter, though  not  a  more  cheerful  one — my 
dear  Maria.  I  found  her  full  of  affliction, 
and  I  united  the  tears  of  friendfhip  with 
thofe  of  duty.  Mrs.  N — 's  death  is  much 
to  be  lamented  j    while  ihe   lived,   our 

Vol.  III.  D  Maria, 
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Maria  could,  now  and  then,  have  varied 
her  life  by  little  abfences  from  home ;  but 
now,  I  dare  fay,  (he  will  never  be  prevailed 
on  to  leave  her  father.  How  happy  then 
'am  I  (fince;    molt  likely,   I    ihall    have 

many  years  to   refide  at   H— )  that 

they  have  fixed  their  refidence  there  :  it  is 
truly  a  moft  fortunate  circumftance  in  my 
favour. 

Maria  requefts  me  to  give  her  love  to 
you,  and  to  afiureyou  your  company  will  be 
very  acceptable  to  her.  Her  father  unites 
in  the  fame  compliment.  And  now  what 
fhall  I  fay  ?  Nothing !  "  Nothing  can 
"  come  of  nothing,"  as  old  Lear  fays.  In 
fhort,  I  can  fay  no  more  than  I  have  faid 
a  thoufand  times,  that 

I  am  yours, 

ELW1N  A, 

LET* 
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L  E  T  T  E  R      LX. 

Alfred  to  Elwina. 


I  HARDLY  think  my  peace  is  yet 
made.  Indeed,  my  Elwina,  I  fee 
plainly  you  are  inexorable.  "But  Maria 
"  is  my  advocate."  Kind  Maria!  And 
yet,  I  fear,  though  unintentionally,  ftj'e  has 
irritated  my  charming  judge  againltme  j 
for  if  ftie  has  laboured  to  prove  me  guilt- 
lefs,  (he  deprives  you  of  that  triumph  .of 
tendernefs,  extending  mercy  to  a  criminal. 
She  fhould  rather,  as  I  have  done  myfelf. 
throw  me  on  the  clemency  of  the  court, 
and  tell  you  I  fubmit  to  any  punifliment 
you  can  :  inflift  ;  any  thing,  but  fuch 
fevere  reproofs  as  you  couch  in  words, 
that  take  wpon  them  the  properties  of 
D   2  dspizcrs. 
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daggers.  Oh!  my  dear*  may  the  cort- 
teft  never -be  decided,  which  of  us  love* 
the  other  -tint  beft  !  And  never  will  I  dll- 
turb  a  dream  of '  my  ElwinaY  again,  till  I- 
can  awaken  her  to  real  rapture  and  happi* 
nefs ! 

To  be  fur&I  could  not  feel  your  cruel 
meaning,  when  you  congratulate  you.rfdf 

on  Maria's  living  at  H. — ,  "where  in 

"  all  likelihood  you  are  deftined'  to  re- 
*<  main  many  years."  You  did  riot  mean 
to  wound  me  to  the  foul  in  that  fentencev 
But  I  have  offended,  and  niiift  fubtait  td 
my  lovely  tyrant,  and  "  kifs  the  rod."  1 
hope  you  will  allow  me  to  kifs  the  hand 
which  dealt  the  blow  j  that  dear  hand 
that  you  once  faid  was J acred 'to  Alfrect.' 

You  will  get  this  to  night,  arid  may 
my  ■  friendly  genius  vifit  you  in  "  airy 
"  dreams,"  and  plead  the  caufe  of  love; 
and  Alfred  !  No,  indeed  -,  fo  feldom  as  we 
meet,  we  ought  not  to  wafte  the  precious 

hours 
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hours  in  wrangling,  heaven  forbid  we 
fhould  ,ever  find  thaf  method  neceflary  to 
fill^up  the  time  !  And  yet  this  kind  of 
p'ap'er-work :  may  not  fometimes  be  amifs; 
at  leaft  to  thofe  cold-hearted  lovers  who 
want  a  degree  of  fanning  to  keep  the  flame 
alive,  as  reconciliation  allows  tender  fa- 
miliarities that  are  fo  dear,  and  which  a 
woman  of,  fach  delicacy  as  my  Elwin^ 
knows  fo  well  to  grant  or  deny,  that  the 
fifft  will  neyer  make  me  prefume  on  her 
indulgence,  or  the  laft  defpair  from  her 
refufals,  ^hias  it  is  to  aft  with  propriety  * 
in  which,  none  is  better  verfed  than  El- 
wina*;  and  notwithstanding  a  little  fauey 
ftW&ure  on  poor  prudence ,  who  poffHTe.s  a 
greater  mate  tha'h  Elwina  ?  May  I  not 
fiibfcribe  your  name  thus  to  every  focial 
and  moral,  pofitive  and  relative  virtue  ? 
Yes,  furely  I  might,  and  do  you  but  bare 
joftice.  I  would  fay  too,  «.hat  no  one  can 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  paflion  of 
love,  and  that  no  heart  in  the  world  is 
more  actuated  by  that  noble  fentiment. 
D  3  But 
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But  here^I   fhould  fpeak  truth,  though, 
not  all  the  truth,  for  my  heart  tells  me,  In 
its  fond  and  tumultuous  beatings,  that  un-' 
dpr  the  article  of  love  I  muft  place  the 
name,  of 

ALFRED* 
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Elwika   to  Alfred. 

^1^ HE  wedding  is,  over.  Yefterday 
JL  my  lifter  commenced,  jhe,  ti^k.p^ 
matron.  Oh!  may  ihe  be  happy:!  It  is. 
truly  an  awful  facred  ceremony.  For 
the  univerfe  I  would  not  givs  my  ha^cj 
fc»  any  other  man  than  Alfred !  How  pan, 
any.  one  approach  the  altar  from  princi- 
ples of  avarice,  pride,  or  any  other  mo- 
tive than  love  ?  How  can  they  be  infenfi- 
bie  of  that  charge,  As  ye  jhall_anjwer  at 
theUjftjdayy&c  ?  Oh,  Alfred,  even  when 
iupported  by  you  I  think  my  heart   will 

fink 
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fink  when  tliofe  foul-fearching  words  are 
put  to  me  with  the  energy  I  heard'them' 
pronounced   yefterday  !     I  looked-  at  Ifa.- 
bella :    1- looked    at  Mr.   G~ — -— .     A 
calm  infipidity  fat  on  her  features;   an  ab- 
fo'rute  mdifferen.ce  on  his.    Underftand  me.-; 
J  do  not  mean  an  indifference  towards  his, 
wife/Hbut  a  total  inattention  to  the  cere- 
mony, as  if  it  had  been  fpoken  in  an  un- 
known tongue,  inftead  of  the  language  o£ 
God  and  human  laws. 

vAs^it  was  firft  propofed,  the   married 
folks-returned  to  our  houfej    took  their 

dhocolate,  and  fet  off  for  Mr.  A — —'& 

feat  in  Buckinghamfhire.  You  know* 
Mrs.  A- is  filler  to  the  bride- 
groom. I  believe  I  told  you  my  brQtherSi 
Clodio  and  George  were  of  the  party,  and 
will  flay  there  during  the  remainder  of 
the  recefs.  It  would  be  rather  charitable 
if  you  would  come  and  congratulate  us  on 
the  bccafion.  In  truth  the  houfe  looks  a 
little  dull. 

D  4  I  have 
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I  have  fcnt  you  a  piece  of  bride-cake  $ 
which,  if  your  faith  is  ftrong,  you  may 
fuppofe  has  pafifed  nine  times  through  the 
bride's  wedding-ring  ;  though  if  I  could 
allure  you  the  fa£l  had  happened  under 
ray  eye,  you  would  not  think  the  camel; 
or  rather  the  cable  I  believe  you  learned 
commentators  call  it,  pafling  through  the- 
eye  of  a  needle  quite  fuch  an  impoffibility. 
But  you  will  not  be  fecluded  from  your 
inheritance  in  the  kingdom  o£  heaven  by 
your  pofieflions  on  earth.  Yet  we  are  to 
b'e  judged  tty  our  actions,  not  our  poflfef- 
fions,  as  wealth  is  entirely  comparative  i 
and  a  little  weH  fpent  may  be  riches, 
while  a  great  deal  thrown  away  may  makd 
the  pofleffor  poorer  than  the  poorer*. 

"Wilt  you  come  to-morrow  ?  My  father 
defired  me  to  afk  you,  and  I  dare  believe 
you  will  not  refufe  me  ;  particularly  fince 
you  vowed  and  fwore  at  H  — ,  that 
for  the  future  you  would  be  guided  fole- 
ly  by  your  Elwina  :  aye,  and  fhe  will  keep 

you 
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ybii  up  to  your  agreement  you  may  allure 
yourfelr*. 

And  pray1  do  me  the  favour'  of  going 

to  your  neighbour  Mrs.  M — ,  with 

all  our   loves  and   compliments,  and  in- 
form her,  the  remains  of  our   disjointed 
family  wifh  to  have  the  pleafure  of  dining 
with  her  on  Saturday-     You  mult  "change 
yourfelf  with  her  anfwer.      I  hope,' and 
do  think  fhe  will  engage  your  dear  mo- 
ther to  meet  us,  and  her  quondam  chaplain 
to  fay  grace  j    and  grace  the   bottom  of 
her  table.      You  will  come  to-morfow  to 
dinner,  that  is  fettled.     And  why  fhould 
you  not  flay  till  Saturday  morning  ?   We 
fhall  be  but  four  in  the  coach  with  you. 
Now  do   be   good-natured   for  once  and 
coPnplf.'     You  may  ha\fe  a  bed    at'  the 
'coffee- hbufe.      I  know  my  father  WilJ  be 
pleafed  with    your    company^;    and  -the 
longef'hre  fees^you,  the  more  he  will  love 
you.   You*  who  are  fond  of  etftra&iilg'hints 
from,    expreflions,   cannot    you  elaborate 
D  5  fomething 
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fo'mething    from    that    in  your   favoVr? 
Adieu,  my  ever  amiable  Alfred ;    I  arrf 
your  own 

ELWINA. 
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Alfred     to    E  lwi  n  a, 

THE  laft  coachman  promifed  to  de- 
liver this  at  your  heufe..  Will  I 
come  ?  Oh  !  can  my  dear  Elwina  doubt 
it  for  a  moment  ?  Yes,  I  will  come  -,  and 
will  (lay  (unlefs  your  father  turns  me  out 
of  doors)  till  I  have  the  happinefs  of  ac- 
companying you  to  Mrs.  M — , who 

will  be  quite  happy  to  fee  people  who 
have  fo  lately  been  at  a  wedding.  My 
fweet'  Elwina— But  I  muft  fupprefs  my 
feelings  till  we  meet. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Mr* has  given  me  acornmif- 

fion  to  fend  her  a  difh  of  iifti,  for  I  told 
her  I  fhould  not  return  till  Saturday :  but; 
this  you  are  to  know  nothing  of,  but  fup- 
pofe  the  turbot  grew  upon  the  farm.  1 
fhould  not  mention  this,  if  you  did  not 
know- her  foible  of  wifhing  to  have  it 
thought  her  table  is-  fupplied  from  her 
poukryryard,  ponds,  and  garderj;  when 
we,  who  have  fometimes  peeped  behind,  the 
curtain,  have  feen  the  pigeons,  ducks,  &c. 
and  the  afparagus  and  cucumbers  unpack- 
ed from  the  London,  markets,  r~w-% 

1. 
My  d.eafe/l  mother,  truly  rejoices  in  the 

pleating  expectation  of  feeing  the  object 
in  the  world  mod  beloved,  except  her  fon. 
0h,  when  will  the  time  arrive  whent  flie. 
will  love  us  both  in  one  ! 

Adieu,  my  bed,  my  only  love 

ALFRED 
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Elwina    to    Alfred. 

AM  I  not  a  Machiavel  in  politics  ? 
and  did  you  not  feel  the  truth  of 
this  affertion  during  your  dwelling  with 
us  ?  How  much  are  my  father  and  mother 
charmed  with  you!  I  knew  they  would. 
Oh,  my  amiable,  my  heart's-chofen  Alfred,' 
how  do  my  eyes  fill  with  tears  of  tender- 
nefs,  when  I  re-trace  the  affection  I  dis- 
covered in  them  towards  you.  Why  will1 
not-  my  father-  complete  our  happinefs  ? 
or  rather,  why  did  he  tie  up  his  own  hands? 
He  faid  to  me  this  morning,  "  My  dearEl- 
fc  wina,  if  I  could  give  you  twenty  thou- 
"  fand  pounds*  'this  moment,  I  know  no 
"  man  on  earth  who  fhould  have  you  and 
"  your  fortune  fo  freely  as  Alfred.     He  is 

"  every 
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"  every  thing  the  fondeft  parent  can  wifh 
"  for  the  moft  amiable  child."  I  could 
not  exprefs  my  love  and  gratitude  other- 
wife,  than  throwing  my  arms  round  his 
neck,  and  bathing  his  cheeks  with  my 
tears  accompanied  with  kifies.  He  preffed 
me  affectionately  to  his  bofom.  My  mo- 
ther, dear  kind  mother !  dropped  tears  too  j 
and  wiping  them  away,  faid,   "  My  dear 

"Mr.  — ,  why   cannot    fomething 

"  be  done;  fome  means  found  out  to 
"  make  our  dear  children  happy?  They 
"  are  not  ambitious  or  afpiringj  I  am  fure 
"a  little  would  content  them.  You  have 
"always  faid  you  meant  to  make  an  a'ddi- 
"  tion'  to  your  children's  fortunes  at  your 
"  death  ;  why  not  make  that  addition 
"  now  ?  abridge  the  very  ample  allowance' 
(t  you  make  me  ;  or  I  will  agree  to  give 
"  up  the  half  to  them.  Why  mould  not 
"  the  fwtfeteft  and  moft  dutiful  of  all'  our* 
"  children  be  made  happy,  when  the  man' 
"of  her  choice  would  do  honour  to  the 
!«  firft  famflf  In  the  kingdom  ?"  My  Al- 
fred, 
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fred,  I  expect  your  fympathizing  heart 
will  melt  as  mine  did.  Oh  !  every  thing 
might  be  done,  if  it  was  not  for  my  ambi-, 
tious  brother.  My  father  has  indeed  tied 
up  his  hands  from  difpenfing  happinefs  to 
his  chiydren.  His.  other  children — my 
brother  has  enough  to  purchafe  happi- 
nefs, if  there  was  a  market  where  that  com*- 
modity  was  fold. 


<&»■ 


My  mother  has  told  me  fince  morning-, 

that  my  father  has  made  fuch  additions  to 

his    fon's  fortune,,  that   he    eould  do  no 

more  for  us  than  he  has  done,  but;  that 

fhe  had  brought  him  to   content  to.  allow. 

me  two  hundred  a  year,,  over  and  above 

my  three  thoufand  pounds,  till  you,  could 

get  a  place  under  government  amounting, 

to  that  income,  or  more.     However,,  fhe, 

was  forry  to  add,,  my  brother  had  faid  he 

would  oppofe  your  advancement,  to  punifh 

me  for  refufing,  his  friend   Sir   Thomas, 

K .     My  mother  too,  mofl:  kindly, 

laid,  Die  would  ftrive  to   keep  up  this,, 

good. 
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goodrrefqiutiofl ojrr  my  father;  and  when 
the  hmife broke  up,  ray  brother  talked  of 

going  to  Spa  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G v-, 

and  thenpfhe  hoped  to  prevail  on  my  fa-, 
ther  to  give  my  hand  to  you  :  "  Your 
"  brother,"  (he  addedx  "  will  be  very 
<c  angry  at  firft ;  but  you  need  not  mind 
"  it  j  your  father  will  find  fome  way  to  ap« 
4C  peafe  him,  and  the  annuity  will  not  be 
tf  felt,  as  we  (hall  make  fome  impercepti- 
c<  ble  diminution  in  om\:  houfekeeping, 
"jwhich  will  make  that  quite  eafy." 

.jiJr.ifliould  be  quite  eafy  I  am  fure,,  but 
from  the  tormenting  idea  that  we  are  to 
Hand  in  awe  of  this  proud1  fenator.  I 
could  almoft  wifh  you  had  been  within 
caU  at  the  time  ;  perhaps,  then,  the  mat-: 
ter'  could'  have  been  fettled  beyond  any. 
machinations  of  my  brother;  for  I  ftill 
fear  my  father's  want  of  refoliition.  I 
know  hisparental  affeflion,  and  that  it  would; 
induce  him  to  do  every  thing  to  make  me 
happy  si  but  then  the  influence  he  has  ac-, 

x  quired 
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jquired  over  him,  more  by  forcible  than 
pleafant  method's,  cart  undo  all  in  a'  mo- 
ment, 

I  know  very  well  my  father  would  ra- 
ther allow  me  four  hundred  a  year,  if  he 
could  do  it  without  danger  of  my  brother's 
knowing  it,  than  fifty  with  his  acquaint- 
ance of  the  meafure.  This  founds  odd, 
but  it  is  too  true  notwlthftanding. 

'If*  my  dear  mother  Ihould  keep  my  fa- 
ther to  his  promife,  let  me  fee,  how  much 
Ihoulcl  we  then  mufter  together  to  keep  the 
wolf  from  the  door?  The  intereft  of  our 
refpective  fortunes,  when  joined,  is  three 
hundred  ayear,  and  the  added  two  will  make 
five.  And  then,  furely,  between  us  we 
rqay,  by  making  it  happier,  lengthen  out 
the  life  of  your— let  me  fay  our  dear  mo- 
ther,, for  many  years  to  come  :  and  as 
Che  mu.ft  and  fhall  live  with  us  (I  will 
have  you  on  no  other  condition),  that  will 

be 
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be  two  hundred  more*.  In  all  feven  hun- 
dred a  year ! 

Come  ftrike  hands  and  take  the  offer ; 
Farther  on  you  may  fare  worfe. 

My  heart  feels  as  light  as  the  goffimer's 
feathers.  Will  not  this  intelligence  con- 
tey  an  infinity  of  happinefs  to  my  Alfred  ? 
Oh,  I  am  fure  it  will. 

I  was'  exceedingly  happy  oh  Saturday 

.\p  fee  Mrs.  M had  quite  forgiven  us 

both  :  and  pray  affure  her  how1  much  die- 
has  oblige^  me,  by  kindly  lntreating  my 
father  to  let  me  pafs  a  few  days  witn  her. 
I  fball  moft  certainly  avail  myfelf  Very 
fopn  of  their  indulgence:  but  I  am  very 
felnfh,  and  while  my  brother  is  abfent,  I 
Rnow  you  will  feel  more  pleafure  in  yOuf 
vifits  to  town ;  and  when  he  returns,  I  will 

go  down  to  L. .     I  fhall  not  be  iri 

the  way  to  put  him  out  of  humour,  and 
my   mother  will   labour    to  bring  every 
thing  about  for  us.     My  Alfred,  you  lit- 
tle 
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tie  thought  whaL  a  thread  was  fabricating 
for  you  !     Oh !    may    rio   adverfe   event 
happen  to  overthrow  this  dear  fcherriePof 
happinefs' 'j—thi's'  lift  of  reafon,  improved" 
by  tender  affection ! 

My  mother  has  been  looking  over  her 
hoards; ^ahd  finds  many  things  which  fhe 
pfots  %fide^!  faying,    "Well,   Eiwiha,!  I 
"think  you  fhall  have  this,  and~  thisv^ 
I  allure  you  1  (hall  not  come  away  empty 
handed  *   and  you  know  I  have  been  em- 
ploying myfelf  lately  in  making  ufeful  and' 
ornamental  furniture.     I  have  finifhedlla- 
pair  of  fcreens,  and  painted   a  beautiful4 
fringe  for  the  ornament  of  a  glafs.     Pray 
make  yourfelf  thoroughly  acquainted  with; 
agriculture   and  gardening.      You    {ball1 
not  "  eat  the  bread  of  idlenefs."    We  will, 
like  the  firft  pair,  have  our  feparate  em- 
ployment :    with  her  example  before  my 
eyes,  I  (hall  not  be  led  aftray  as  Eve  was. 
Though  by  the  by  I  feem  as  confident  in 
my  own  ftrength  as  fhe  was.     But  I  have 

more 
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more  reafon.  .SJ*e,had  never  heard  the  voice 
of  flattery,  but  from  one  man.  I,  you  know, 
haje  heard  a,  thoufand  pretty  fellows  talk 
fofr,  qonfenfe.  I  am  too  old  a  bird  to  be 
taken  with  the  chaff,  when  I  am  in  pof- 
fefllon  of  the  grain  itfelf.  Oh  !  what  a 
paradi&ieal  dwelling  will  ours  be!  $Te 
will  not  be  a  great  way  from  );l#on4P©«$ 
ajtid  (if  you  pleafe,  I  might  fay)  on  the- 

H fide.  We  may  look  out  fo*  ibme 

little  place  in  Hertfordfhire :   fpme:4fe#r:> 
fpot.    JPardm  me  for  being  jocular >  cheap; 
will  fuit  us  better :    but  endeared  to  us  it- 
will  be,  as  it  will  unite  in  the  mofc  facred 
bfohds,  two  hearts  formed  for  each  other. 
My  Alfred,  I  now  look  forward  with  hope 
that  the  day  is  not  far  diftant  when  I  fhall 
Indeed  be  your 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER      LXIV. 


Alfred  to  Elwina. 

f'Aif  the  choiceft  blefllngs  Heaven 
has  in  ftore  Be  {howered  down  on 
the  reverend  heads  of  the  authors  of  my 
Elwina's  being,  arid  Alfred's  happirfefs  ! 

Now,  indeed,  does  my  heart  look  fbr~ 
ward  to  delight.  To  what  a  delirium  pfj 
delight  has  Elwina  opened  the  view' !  To 
live  for  ever  with  you — to  call  you  mine,-— 
to  fee  you  each  hour  of  the  blifsful  day^l 
I  think  no  one  ever  knew  happinefs  be- 
fore— Jt  feems  given  to  Alfred  alone  to  be 
bleft. 

Your  whole  letter  my  delighted    mo- 
ther read,  and  wept  over.      Did  not  the 

heart 
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heart  of  your  Alfred  melt  ?  Yes ;  tears,  ©f 
love,  veneration  and  gratitude,  bedewed 
his  cheeks!  Not  to  have  felt  moft  iexguir 
fucely  would  have  proved  me  unworthy  the 
heavenly  bleffing  I  now  anticipate,  with 
all  .the  trembling  of  expe&ing  and  ap- 
proaching felicity. 

I  will  be  with  you,  my  angel,' to-mor- 
row by  dinner  time;  but  I  could  hot  ftop 
the  effufibn  of  my  love' and  gratitude 
burfting  forth.  It  was  highly  neceflary  to 
giVe  this  vent  to  my  feelings.  Howfhall 
T  addr'efe  your  excellent  father  and  mo- 
ther? Oh!  Eiwina,  they  are— -they1  will 
be  mine"  tob  !  Are  you  thefweetejl  and  ynoji 
dutiful  of  their  children  ? 

■  Alfred  lhall  copy,  fhall  emulate  "ydtr. — 
We  will  ftrive,  as  you  fweetly  fay,  "  tt> 
"lengtfien  their  lives  by  making  them 
•«  happier.'**  Each  day  which  is  added  to 
their  beingY%all  they  have  caufe-to  blefs 

the 
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the  hour  they  beftowed  the  moft  amiable 
and  lovely  of  women,  on  their  and  her 
grateful 


ALFRED. 
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Exwina  to  Alfred. 

WHILE  I  enjoyed  your  dear  focjety 
.through  the  favour  of  our  joint 
friends,  I  thought  there  could  be  no  ajloy 
to  my  happinefs.  But  alas !  on  my  re- 
turn to  town,  I  fee  too  plainly  our  cruel 
enemy  (I  am  forry  to  ufe  that. epithet 
when  writing  of  my  brother)  has  gained 
fo  much  advantage  of  my  father,  that  at 
prefent  we  rauft  lay  afide  our  plan  of  fe- 
licity, which  the  near  profpecl:  we  had-, of 
realizing  it,  had  juftified  us  in  dwelijng 
upon  fo  delightfully,      My  mother  ,$11 

fays, 
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%s>  "  ft»e,  fhall  not  give  up  her  point,  but 
^'.^Sf,  we  muft  wait  a  little  loneer." 
Wait!  I  could  wait  '(even  years,  if,  at 
the  end  of  that  period,  I  fhould  be  certain 
no  envious  dsemon,  or  proud  brother, 
would  have  the  power  of  ftepping  in  be- 
tween, and  blading  all  my  hopes.  I  am 
in  no  hurry  to  be  married,  even  to  my 
■Alfred's  no  improper  hurry  I  mean  :  but 
to  have  my  happinefs  bandied  about  by 
the  caprice  and  i'njudice  of  one,  to  whom, 
in  my  parents  life,  I  owe  no  obedience, 
and  from  whom  I  have  never  been  repaid 
rthe  tenth  of  the  love  I  had  for  jfinf,  is 
furely  caufe  enough  for  my  complaint*, 
yet,  in  compliance  with  my  dear  mother's 
earned  requed,  I  will  be  patient,  asitoww/ 
Grizzle  herfelf,  but  not  fo  meanly  fervile 
as  die  was  neither. 

He,  my  brother  I  mean,  thinks  he 
mor tides  me  by  repeating  the  fplendour  of 
Jfabella's  edablilhment,  for  they  have  now 
got  •  to  their  '  country  houfe.     Well,  let 

them 
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them  be  iplendid ;  I  want  only  to  be 
happy  |  and  they  have  fiirery  no  right  to 
take  from  me  the  better  part  which  I  have 
chafen.  Ah  !  how  little  does  he  know  nay 
heart,  if  he  fuppofes  it  ever  cherifhed  a 
wifh  for  grandeur  of  equipage  or  dreis  J  If 
his  does,  he  has  the  large  means  of  fup» 
plying  it  with  the  ipecies  of  happinefs  he 
has  a  foul  to  enjoy.  But  let  him  not 
break  in  upon  my  peace ;  let  me  in  my 
hleft  retirement  tafte  uninterruptedly  the 
real  charms  of  life — of  happinefs— of 
love!  of  which  I  am  fure  he  has  no- more 
idea,-  than  of  a  fixth  fenfe.  He  is  to 
me  an. object  of  pity,  not  envy.  For  he 
is  deprived  (by  his  want  of  feeling)  of 
the  trueft  delight  that  humanity  can  ex- 
perience. Peace  to  him  !  I  fay,  if  lie 
will  not  feek  to  diflurb  mine  ! 

There  are  great  preparations  making  for 

the  entre  of  Mrs.  G .     She  is  to  be  pre- 

fenced  next  week  ;  and  a  new  and  elegaftt 
drefs  is  planning  for  the  birth-day,  which 

7  y°« 
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#ou  know   is;  to  be  kept  next   Monday. 

Thank  Heaven,  I  am  out  of  the  lift  of 

.thofe,  who  are  to  ftrut and  fret  their  little 

.hour  on  that  day.     Sir  Thomas  K -'s 

filler,  the  Countefs  of  — — — ,  is  to  intro- 
duce the  bride,  and  takes  her  likewife  on 
Monday.      Calm    and  quiet  as    If^bella 
feemed,  yet  I  allure  you  her  heart  would 
always  dance  as  faft  as  it  could,    on  any 
occafion  of  exhibiting  her  perfon  in  public. 
How  wifely  and  providentially   arranged 
are   the   allotments  of   the  univerfe  !    T 
fhould  be  lefs  happy  even  with  Alfred,  if 
he  was  in   fuch  a  ftyle  of  living  as  would 
fubjecl  me  to  all  this  parade.     As  little 
would  Ifabella    have   a    relifli    for  thofe 
namelefs  fetisfactions  I  anticipate  in  our 
dear  retirement.     May  1  not  fay,  the  great 
Artificer  of  the  world  has  fitted  each  fot 
the  ftation  they  are  deftined  to  fill  ?    Def- 
tined  !  Oh  !    yes,  let  me  think  that  Hea- 
ven deftined  me  for  Alfred  !  For  once  the 
congenial  fouls,  which  the  adverfe  wirids 
too    frequently   difTever—  for    once    thefe 
Vol.  III.  E  kindred 
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kindred  minds  have  met,  and  their  hea* 
ven-defigned  union  will  be  perfected  on 
earth! 

As  I  have  nothing   to  do  in  the  gre^t 
world,  I  (hall  accompany  my  father  and 

mother  to  H ,  for  the  fummer  fea- 

fcn.  We  leave  town  to-morrow.  Adieu, 
my  amiabk,  my  beloved  Alfred. 

I  am  ever  yours, 

ELWINA. 


1L  E  T  T  E   R      LXVI. 
Elwina    to     Alfred. 

Saturday,  $d  June,  i78of 

I  LIKE  not  thefe  doings,  Alfred.   Sure- 
ly this  ungovernable  mob  will  do  an 
infinity  of  mifchief.    What  can  that  mad* 
wretch  mean  ?    By  his  enthufiafm  he  will 
fee  fire  to  a  train  he  may  labour  in  vain  to 

extinguifh. 
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eKtrhgui^b.  bi  My  brother,  among  many 
foord  members,  yefterday,  had  .very  near 
been  torn  to  pieces.  He  has  written  an 
account  to  my  father  of  the  danger  they 
were  in,  and  fays,  had  it  not  been  from 
the  fear  the  vile  incendiary  had  left  his 
coufin  mould  put  his  threats  againft  him  in 
execution,  he  doubts  not,  the  mob  would 
have  broken  into  the  houfes  of  parliament. 
Oh !  Heaven  fhield  us  from  thefe  threat- 
ening calamities !  But  it  is  not  poflible 
fo  many  thoufand  perfons  affembled,  can 
difperfe  (even  if  their  petition  was 
granted,  which  I  hope  never  will,  when 
fo  infolendy  enforced),  without  doing  a 
number  of  outrageous  actions.  Deluded 
wretches  !  they  know  not  at.  prefent.what 
they  do,  or  what  may  be  the  fatal  confe  ■ 
quence. 

I  am  heartily  glad  I  am  out  of  London; 

the ''very  fight  of'fo  many  pofting  from 

hence,  and  the  environs,  to  aflfentble  in  St.- 

George V  Fields,   turned  my  heart  qiiite 

E  2  fick 


76  THE     SCHOOL 

fick  with  apprehenfion.  I  predicted  all 
the  mifchief  they  have  already  done,  and 
pray  to  Heaven  it  may  end  here ! 

I  rejoice  too  that  my  Alfred  is  not  in 
town ;  though,  believe  me,  I  grieve  at 
the  occafion  that  keeps  you  confined  at 
home  ;  but  I  hope  your  dear  mother's  in- 
difpofition  is  but  a  cafual  one,  and  that  in 
a  few  days  it  will  leave  her  intirely.  My 
moil  refpectful  love  to  her.  I  wifh  to  my 
heart  I  could  fliare  your  tafk  of  nurfing 
her.  V\Thy  may  1  not  fly  to  teftify  my 
love  and  duty  to  the  beft  of  women  ?  How 
filly  are  the  cuftoms  of  the  world!  If  you, 
who  are  to  be  my  protector,  my  guardian, 
my  hufband,  was  not  there,  I  might  then 
attend  on  your  dear  mother.  Or  if,  with 
all  your  amiable  virtues,  1  could  be  infen- 
fible  of  your  worth,  or  you  faw  nothing  in 
me  to  love,  I  might  even  then  fhew:?rny 
attention  to  her.  But  I  muft  not  come 
near  your  dwelling  now  ;  becaufe,  by  and 
by,  you  will  be  nearer  to   me    (as   you 

have 
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have  long  been  dearer)  than  ali  the  world 
befide.  Oh,  'tis  abfurd  doftrine.  As 
Sterne  fays,  They  order  theje  things  better  in 
France. 

I  muft  conclude  with  my  moft  cordial 
wifhes  for  your  dear  mother,  and  your  dear 
i^  for  the  fake  of  your  own 

ELWINA. 


LETTER     LXVII. 


To  the  Jame, 

Tuefday,  June  6. 

WHAT  a  dreadful  day  was  yefterday ! 
And  how  was  the  anniverfary  of 
the   befl.   of  kings  celebrated !    By  riot, 
confufion,  and  anarchy.    I  think  I  never 

E    3  felt 
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felt  fuch  a  fenfation  of  fickly  horror,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  cxpreflion,  as  to  hear 
the  bells  ringing  in  our  village,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  behold  the  conflagration  in 
London  !    To  us,  every  part  of  the  town 
appeared  in  flames ;    and  the  confirmation 
with  which  all  orders  of  people  were  feized, 
cannot  be  defcribed.     Yet   for  myfelf,  I 
felt  not  fo  much  fear  as  indignation  j  and' 
I  loft  all  patience  on  feeing  feveral  of  our 
neighbours  coming  from  town,  with  their 
fervants  and  horfes  ornamented,  or  rather 
frigmatized  with  the  enfigns  of  diforder  and 
tumult.     Some  of  our  fervants  were  put- 
ting blue  cockades  in  their  hats  ;    but  I 
could   not    help    tearing   them   out,   and 
throwing  them  into  the  kitchen  fire.      My 
father  faid,    we  muff:    comply   with    the 
times.     But    I    reafoned   on    the   matter 
thus  :  "  By  this  tame  compliance,  the  de- 
«c  luded  mob  believe  they  have  the  wifhes 
*c  of  the  people.     In  thefe  cafes  you  muft 
"  take   a  decided   part,    and   mew   what 
"  principles  you  are  of.     The  wearing'   a 

"  blue 
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"  b,lue  ribband,  evidently  encourages  thefe 
"infatuated  wretches,  arid  will  contribute 
"  to  the  increafe  of  them."  How  my  fpi- 
rit  rifes  !  I  know  if  I  was  a  man,'  I  fhould 
either  kill  or  be  killed  ;  I  coujd  not  ftand 
by  like  a  coward,  and  fee  my  deareft  rights 
taken  from  me,  without  ftriving  to  fecurfc 
them.  Poor  Maria  and  I  "'have  been  to- 
gether  all  this  day :  I  da  not  "like,  to  Tee 
any  body,  we  hear  fuch  dreadful  accounts ; 
many  I  hope  are  exaggerated.  The  com- 
mon people  love  to  make  the  worfr.  of 
every  thing;  and  it  is  realty  alarming  to 
fee  the  infolence  of  many  of  them  :  they 
are  fo  ftupid  as  to  fuppofe,  by  levelling  all 
the  richy  their  iituation  will  be  more  ele- 
vated; and  the  gardener  told  Jenny, 
"  that  in  a  day  or  two,  perhaps,  I  might 
"be  glad  to  put  on  the  ribbands  I  had 
"  burnt,   in   order  to   fave  myfelf   from. 


"  outrage. 


AH  this  while  my  heart  is  with  Alfred. 

Where  is  my  amiable  friend,  and  how  will 

E  4  he 


80  THE     SCH001 

he  be  able  to  keep  himfelf  out  of  the  way 
of  affording  fuccour,  or  receiving  injury? 

Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  foon,  or  I 
ftall  give  way  to  a  thoufand  mocking 
ideas.  Any  government  but  a  mob,  I  beg 
of  Heaven  to  give  us  !  Thefe  madmen 
may  drive  government  to  arbitrary  mea- 
fures,  and  an  abfolute  rAonarchy ;  for  who 
could  lofe  a  moment  in  deciding  which  is 
beft  ?  Here  are  fome  few  catholics  among 
us;  good,  peaceable,  quiet  and  refpec- 
table  people  j  they  are  almoft  terrified  out 
of  their  lives  and  fenfes.  They  fly  about, 
afraid  to  ftay  in  their  houfes,  yet  not 
knowing  where  to  go  for  fecurity.  Very 
much  in  this  way,  my  filler  ufed  to  fay, 
the  riots  of  Bofton  began.  How  can  any 
be  wicked,  or  even  weak  enough,  to  givte 
encouragement  or  tacit  countenance  to 
fuch  outrages  ? 

I  cannot  write — I  know  not  how  to  re- 
frain— I  dread  any  one  approaching  the 
houfe,    left   I   mould  hear   accounts  Mill 

worfc 
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worfe  than  thofe  of  yefterday :  and  this, 
morning,  I  think  every  body  feems  panic-; 
ftruck ;  they  feem  to  have  made  no  op- 
pofition  to  the  infurgents. 

Heaven  preferve  you,  my  deareffc  Alfred j, 
and  fend  us  all  peace  at  the  laft  ! 

Yours  moft  truly, 

EL  WIN  A. 


L    E    T    T    E    R      LXV1II. 

Alfred    to    E  l  w  i  n  a» 

JltM:    7> 

THESE  are  dreadful  time^  indeed*, 
my  Elwina,  when  every,  man's 
hand  feems  lifted  up  againft  .his  neigh- 
bour, and  even  families  are  divided.  Not 
to  have  taken  an  active  part,  would  have 
ftamped  your  Alfred  with  the  name  of 
E  5  coward* 
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coward  for  ever.     He  would  {have-beeitf 
unworthy  of  the  high   title  he  one  I  day 
hopes  to  obtain,  of  beings  Elwina's  pro*- 
te&or.  t  Prote&idn  Aie  could  never  receive 
from  the  hand  of  a  coward.     No,  my  El-' 
v'ttva,  I  felt  a  martial  fpark  kindle  up  in 
nsy  veins,  and  I   hafted  up  to  town*  in 
Nbpe^  that  ^dMy-' feeble  "arm  might  do  forne* 
fetvite  to  mydSftreffed  brethrenJ  '  I  had^ 
the  happihfefe    of  preventing  fome   mifc 
cfeietV-and,  I  db  think,  a  little  well-ihewn' 
courage  would  have  done1  very  much.'    I* 
afffofdipiriiori  had-' the  keepers  of  our  pri- 
ibrre  had  refolution  bnoughl '  to  put  their 
fenfe  of  perfonal  danger  out  of  the  -  quef* ' 
tion,  and  (hot  the  firft   leader  who  de-- 
manded    the  i  keys,"   Newgate  ^  and     the- 
King's-fcench  would  never  have  been  in- 
jured,'and*  the  numbers  of  wretches  let 
loofe  on  mankind  woukbinow  have  b«n- 
in  confinement.     I  had  the  good  luck  to^ 
fecure  three  or  four  principal  ones  out  of  a 
party,  who   were- going  to  demolulr the 
houfe  of  our  good  neighbour  Sir  Robert- 

B , 
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B— —}  ody  becaufe  he  is  a  catholic.   His 
family*  particularly  bfa  wife  and  children* 
were  in  the  greateft  horror-  Xherfaobhadgoe 
into:the  houfe,  levying  conurisbations,  and  * 
great  deal of  the  furnitwe*w3J*ibrDUgH.out: 
to   be  burnt.    I  feized  one  ifellow,  ..who 
was  going  to  fet  fire  to  the  pile,  andiwor© 
I  would  fhoot  ^im  through  the  head*   1 
had  a  piftoi  cocked  in  my  hand.  .Mjb  rcfo^ 
lutiop  faved  both  houfe  and  goods,  and  ;J> 
dragged  awayj  three  of  the  ipifcreaiitsto,,  fc, 
jaftice,  nor  left  them  till  they  Dwer©  &fdy> 
lodged,  ina  prifon*     You  Icbqw  me <  toe* 
well}  my  deareft  Elwina,  to  believe  I  re-^' 
late  this  out  of  oftentation^  or  any  affec- 
tation-of  bravery  more  than 'men  have  in 
common  j  but  you  .majr  infer  frotti;' *hisi 
what  a  few;  ^efolute  tftkda    inigfeit  ^hjivtft 
dpne-fo  Rem   the  torrent  of  a  mob; -  >  I 
rswjej  the  fervants,  ..whom  I  was  obliged' 
lrkewife  tbcthreaten^  take  in  all  the  goods' 
to  the  worthy  Baronet's   houfe,   and  we' 
watched  before  the  door  under  -aims  the*) 
wJiote;  flight. 

E  6  Lady 
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Lady  B ,  with  the-  children „  went 

down  to  L under  the  moft   dreadful 

apprehensions  left  thefe  infurgents  fho^ld 
attack  that  houfe  alfo  :  all  this,  you  will 
obferve,  was  before  the  military  had  power 
to  aft. 

Your  letter,  my  Elwina,  I  have  juft  re- 
ceived, dated  Tuefday.  How  much  more 
dreadful  were  the  conflagrations  of  that 
night !  No  eye,  but  that  which  faw  them, 
will  hereafter  credit  the  reports  of  this  day's, 
events.  Surely  it  was  one  of  the  moft 
horrid  fpe&acles  this  country  ever  wit- 
neffed.  Let  thofe  who  were  not  fpeftators 
judge  what  the  inhabitants  felt,  when  they 
beheld  at  the  fame  inftanr,  the  flames  af- 
cending,  and  rolling  in  clouds  from  the 
King's-bench  ar.d  Fleet  prifons;  from 
Newgate,.  Bridewell;  from  the  toll-gates 
on  Blackfriar's  bridge,  and  from  numerous 
houfes  in  every  quarter  of  the  town  $•  and 
particularly  from  your  neighbour's  town- 
houfe  and  warehoufes,  where  the  confla- 
gration 
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gration  was  dreadful  beyond  ail  defcrip- 

tion.     They,  fay,  there  were  fix  and  thirty 

houfes  blazing)  at  one  time,   and  which 

might  be  feen  at  once  from  many  parts  of 

the  town.     When  the  foldiers  were  aUovved 

to  a£t,  the  explofion  of  their  arms,  joined 

to  the  tremendous  noife  of  the  authors  of 

thefe  difturbances,  ferved  to  irhprefs  the 

mind  with  the  moft  horrid  ideas  of  univerfal 

anarchy  and  approaching  defolationl    How 

happy  is  it  the  rioters  did  not  firft  attempt 

the    bank!      The    confequence    of  that 

'  being  the  firft  objeft  of  their  fury,  flits  one 

with   a  difmay,  which  the  knowledge ■■*>  of 

its  fecurity  even  now  can  hardly  reprefs. 

What  numbers  have  fallen  victims  to  the 

intemperate  zeal  of  a  madman!   But  mad 

let  him  be  :    I  hope  from  my  foul  he  will 

be  brought  to  condign  punifbment.      Yet 

what  punifhment,  that  out  laws  can  inffict, 

will  be  adequate  to  his  crime?  He  muft 

have  been  worfe  than   an  ideot   to  have 

believed  he  could  once  fet   fire  to  a  train, 

and  then  ftop  the  progress  of  it  with} his 

breath. 
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breath.  But  his  breath  ferved  to  inflame^ 
them  the  more,  I  really  felt  fuch  rage 
kindle  in  my  veins,  that  I  forgot  every- 
thing, but  the  defire  of  flopping,  the  ef- 
fect? as  much  as  my  fingle  arm  and  voice 
could  do. 

I  admire  your  fpirit,  my  Elwina,  in  not 
fuffering  your  fervants  to  wear  blue  cock- 
ades^  although  it  was  ever  my  favourite 
colour,  and  you,  my  only  favourite,  looked 
fo,  uncommonly  lovely  in  thofe  ribbands* 
It  will  be  a  long  time  before  I  fhall  be 
reconciled  to  them,  or  believe  they  can 
be  cleanfed  from  the  impurity  of  treafon- 
able  rioting.  No,  I  would  have  loft  the 
laft  drop  of  my  blood  before  I  would  have 
injured  the  real  caufe  of  religion  and  li- 
berty, by  placing  one  of  thofe.  deteftable, 
Signals  of  rebellion  in  my  hat. 

A  man,  and  he  had  the  appearance  of  a 
gentleman  too,  obferved  to  me  I  had  not  a 
ribband  in  my  hat.     "  That  man  mould 

«  not 
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"  not  live  an  hour/*  I*  replied,  ««  who 
«  fhould  dare  to  accufe  me  of  the  pfinci- 
«  pies  of  thofe  Who  difgi-aee-  their  country 
"By  wearing  them."  Thertf  is  nothing 
like  talking  and  looking  fierce,  Elwina, 
on  thofe  occafions.  "  What  can  one  do  V 
he  afked ;  "  one  muft  be  governed  by 
ft  the  majority." 

"  Peri  fli  the   majority!"   I   exclaimed. 
"If  you  are  not  ah  abettor  of  rebellion 
"  in  its  worft  ftate,   throw  that  indignant 
"  badge  away,  and  join  with  a  true  friend  to 
«  his  religion  and  country."   He  faw  I  was 
both  able  and  willing  to  defend  him,  and 
he    actually    trampled    the    commirfion 
of  a  fcouridrel  under  his  feet.     This  proves 
,how  fnknyi  from1  a  pufillanimous  complin 
ance^ with~ the' mob,  wore  an  appearance 
contrary  to  their  real  principles.      The 
man  who  fears   to  lofe  his  life  in   fuch 
a  caofe,  deferves  not  to  hold  it  on  any 
terms. 

Thank 
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Thank  Heaven,  this  day  the  citizens 
begin  to  recover  from  their  panic,  which 
will  fix  an  everlafting  ftigma  on  them,  at , 
leaft  as  long  as  this  ftrange  event  is  re- 
membered in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  Nay, 
indeed,  fome  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town 
are  as  much  to  blame.  They  well  knew 
the  meeting  was  called,  and  they  ihould 
have  made  it  unlawful  for  fuch  numbers  to 
affemble.  But  ftates,  like  individuals,  grow 
wife  only  by  experience. 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  number 
of  wretches  who  loft  their  lives  already  on- 
this  dreadful  occafion.  Many  have  fallen 
vicYims  to  powder  and  ball ;  but  ftill  more 
by  inebriation  j  as  at  the  diftilleries  in/ 
Holborn,  I  fuppofe  hundreds  were  killed 
by  fpirituous  liquors,  and  the  houfes  falling 
in.  Nay,  I  am  told,  for  I  was  not  pre- 
fent,  that  when  the  warehoufes  were  fet  on 
fire  by  the  monfters  on  the  outfide,  there 
were  fcores  plundering  and  drinking  withr 
in,  who,  when  the  flames  drove  them  to 
6  the 
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the  entrance;  were  reftrained  by  the  fol- 
ders bayonets,  and  thus  became  the  vic- 
tims of  their  crimes.  The  mangled  bo- 
died'were  without  number,  which,  half 
confumed,  tumbled  into  the  ruins. 

They  have  not  yet  taken  the  prime 
author  of  this  mifchief  into  euftody  ;  but 
I  fuppofe  they  foon  mean  to  do  it.  If  he 
had  ten  thoufand  lives,  he  could  not  repay 
his  country  the  diftreffes  he  has  brought 
upon  it.  If  fuch  be  the  tenets  of  proteft- 
antifm,  the  pagan  is  a  better  friend  to  fp- 
ciety.  •  '«  No  man  can  be  a  Chriftian," 
the  excellent  Lord  Littleton  faid,  "  who 
c<  would  perfecute  his  fellow  creature  for 
"being  a  Jew."  What Chriftian muft  he 
bo ,  who  would  perfecute  with  fire  and, 
fword  another  Chriftian,  becaufe  he  differ* 
in  his  mode  of  worfhip  ? 

It  is  wonderful,  Elwina,  that  through  the 
whole  of  this  fatal  bufinefs,  fo  little  fhould 
have  been  done  effectually  to  flop  the  pro- 

grefs^ 
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grefs,  or  above  all  prevent  the  mifchief. 
For  fix  days  fucceffively,  from  Friday  the  id 
till  this  day,  Thurfday  the  7th,  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter  have  been  given 
up  into  the  hands  of  an  unarmed  namelefs 
mob,  to  be  plundered  at  their  difcretion.  It 
really  will  read  very  odd  fome  years-  hence, 
and  we  fhall  hardly  be  able  to  make  our 
children  conceive  it  poflible,  that  a  parcel 
of  boys  and  women  (for  the  incendiaries 
were  little  more)  could  be  permitted  to/ 
grow  to  fuch  an  alarming  height. 

My  poor  mother  fuffered,  as  you  may, 
fuppofe,  all  the  terrors  that  a  fond  mother 
could  feel.  I  begged  Lady  B— —  to 
have  the  goodnefs  to  fend  to  her,  that  her 
anxiety  on  my  account  might  be  relieved. 
She  kindly  went  herfelf,  and  pafied  two 
nights  in  her  houfe. 

Sir  Robert  is  full  of  acknowledgments  to 
me  for  the  iuccour  I  was  fo  happy  to  afford 
him.      He  has  been  moft  profufe  in  his 

offers 
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offers  of  friendfhip,  andlhaking  me  hear- 
tily by  the  handy  wifliqd ..frpm  his  foul 
that  I  had  a  regiment  of  as  brave  fellows^as 
myfejlf.  He.  talked  ttiis  evening  ferioufly 
on  a  fubjecT:  that  I  own  has  ever  been  near 
my  heart.  The  life  of  arms  I  fiiould  have 
chpfen  in  preference  to  any  other.  The 
church,  you  know,  was  the  wiih  of  thofc 
who  had  a  right  to  form  my  fortunes,  and  I 
fubmitted.  But  it  is  plain  I  was  not  de* 
figned  for  it.  And,  my  Elwina,  what  a 
fhame  for  a  man  at  my  time  of  life  to  be 
living  like  a  drone  at  home,  when  fo  many 
of  my  compeers  in  age  are  planting  lau- 
rels to  adorn  their  brows,  and  lay  at  their: 
miftreffes  feet.  Elwina,  I  have  yet  done 
nothing  to  merit  your  love..  My  country 
cajls  me,  and  no  voice  ought  to  lure  me 
from  [its.  fervice.  I  believe  you  have  fa 
much  true  patriotifm,  that  you  would  not 
objeft  to  my  drawing  a  fword  againft  our 
foes :  but  I  fear  my  mother  has  not  a  grain 
of  martial  valour  i  (he  has^ewn  courage 
and  fortitude  in  fupporting  numerous  dif- 

treffes, 
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treffes,  and  at  a  very  early  age :  But  the 
exertions  neceflary  for  the  claims  made  on 
her  fenfibility,  have  certainly  brought  on 
a  premature  old  age,  and  rendered  her  lefs 
able  to   bear  difappointment    than    moft 
young  people.      Equally    fanguine    with 
youth,  flie  finks  under  any  fcheme   that  is 
fruftrated,  and  fo  many  of  ours  have  fallen 
to   the   ground,  that  they  bear   her  down- 
with  them— -flie  has  no  longer  ftrength  of 
mind  or  body  to  combat  with  them.    This> 
my  deareft  Elwina,  you  will  believe,  af- 
fetts  me  extremely ;  and  left  I  fhould  be 
the  caufe  of  accelerating  her  death,  I  wave 
the  flattering  profpecl:   Sir  Robert  B 
holds  up  to  my  view. 

I  have  been  perfectly  ingenuous  with 
him,  informing  him  of  my  hope,  the 
only  hope  that  endears  life  to  me,  of  one 
day  calling  you  mine.  He  knows  and  ad- 
mixes you.  Indeed  I  think  him  a  friend 
whofe  acquaintance  is  worth  cultivating ; 
but  at  prefent  he  is  fo  much  taken  up  with 

his 
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his  own  affairs  (it  not  yet  being  fettled 
how  the  catholics  are  to  proceed),  that  he 
cannot  enter  on  any  fcheme  for  my  advan- 
tage. But  if  profeffions  may  be  depended 
upon,  I  have  fome  foundation  for  hope 
from  that  quarter.     Thus, 

Hope  leads  us  on,  nor  quits  us  till  we  die. 

I  find  I  (hall  be  fubpcena'd  to  attend  at 
the  trials  of  thofe  mifcreants  whom  I  fe- 
cured.  I  fhall  join  my  voice  towards  their 
condemnation  with  lefs  remorfe  than  I 
would  kill  a  rat,  as  I  think  I  am  doing  the 
public  a  fervice  in  bringing  thofe  to  punifh- 
ment  who  have  violated  its  laws,  and  com- 
mitted depredations  of  the  moft  atrocious 
kind  on  their  fellow  fubjedts. 

I  wifh  I  could  give  you  any  good  ac- 
count of  my  poor  mother.  My  heart 
bled  to  fee  the  vifible  alteration  two  or 
three  days  had  made  in  her  whole  frame. 
Her  fever  is  returned  more  violently  than 

ever, 
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ever,  and  though  there  is  a  regular  inter- 
miffion,  the  bark  does  not  prevent  its  re- 
turn. I  have  prevailed  on  her  to  fend  for 
a  phyfician,  and  he  write*  for  her  to-mor* 
row.  Heaven  fend  his  affiftance  may  re- 
ftore  her  to  health.  I  keep  up  my  fpirits 
before  her  ;  but  now  that  I  am  alone,  ranl 
converging  freely  with  my  Elwina,  I  givr 
way*  to  a  thoufand  alarming  prefages,nihat 
cling  about  my  heart,  and  deprefs  me  to 
the  utmoft  weaknefs.  Indeed  I  muft  take 
my  own  fatigue  into  the  account  too,  for 
I-  have  not  been  in  bed  thefe  four  nights, 
and  nothing  but  writing  to  the  beloved  of  my 
foul  could  have  prevailed  on  me  to  take 
my  pen  in  hand,  I  know  not  how  to  quit 
it  y  it  is  like  leaving  you — but  your  dear 
image  remains  ftill  with  me  wherever  I  go. 
That  loved  idea  can  never  one  moment  be 
abfent  from  me.  My  concern  for z  my 
dear  mother's  illnefs  tears  me  not  from 
you  j  ye  are  both  too  dear  to  me  ;  ye  mix 
for  ever,  in  the  heart  and  thoughts  of  your 
faithful 

ALFRED. 
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LETTER     LXIX. 

Elwina  to  Alfred. 

I  GRUDGED  every  line  my  Alfred  had 
written,  when  he  told  me  \vt  h$dnot 
be?min  b-ed for  four  nights.  Oh,  my  amiable 
friend,  I  fear  you  too  will  be  ill,  and  then 
who  can  attend  your  dear  mother?  I  echo 
your  duteous  prayer  to  Heaven  to  reftore 
her  to  health,  and  to  fee  the  happinefs  of 
her  beloved  fon  and  his  faithful  Elwina. 
As  to  my  patriotifm,  I  will  not  fay  a  great 
deal  in  its  favour.  I  have  yet  had  no  trial 
of  its  ftrength,  and  I  fliould  blufli  to  be 
proved  a  vain  hoafter.  But  I  lovejour  heroic 
fpirit  from  my  foul :  you  have  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  hero,  and  only  want  the  lance 
and  fhield  to  be  the  god  of  war  himfelf. 
My  Alfred,  my  defliny  is  interwoven  with 
yours  -,  and  when  the  word  of  command 
is  given,  I  will  obey  it  the  belt  I  can.  You 
4  have 
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have  vowed  only  to  receive  my  hand  from 
my  father — I  have  ratified  it— I  hope  if 
arms  mould  in  future  be  y.our  profeflion,  he 
will  give  me  leave  to  march  with  you. 
When  once  I  am  really  yours^  no  fituation 
or  danger  fhall  part  us. 

'Thank  Heaven,  that  vile  monfter  Lord 

G.  G is  at  laft  fafe  in  the  Tower.     I 

almoft  think  I  could  fee  his  head  taken  off, 
and  exulting  cry,  "  Behold,  let  all  traitors 
«f  be  thus  punifhed  !"  I  mould  have  look- 
ed on  it  as  doing  my  duty  to  my  country, 
were  I  a  man,  to  have  plunged  a  dagger 
in  his  heart,  if  that  would  have  flopped  the 
effufion  of  more  blood.  How  can  that 
wretch  know  any  future  peace  of  mind, 
when  he  refle&s  on  the  numbers  of  mifer- 
able  beings  he  has  made,  and  the  number* 
whofe  lives  he  has  been  the  caufe  of  end- 
ing with  infamy  and  wretchednefs  !  What 
gaps  in  fociety  has  he  occafioned,  and  how 
many  thoufand  hearts  has  he  torn  with 
grief  !  All  the  villages  adjacent  to  Lon- 
don, 
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don,  >P  find1  are  in  the  fame  terror  of  the 
banditti,  that  have  been  let  loofe  upon  us, 
as  we  are.  Here  is  a  nightly  patrol  of 
genttfemen  to  protect  us.  What  a  ftate  of 
anarchy  and  defolation  !  I  think  the  king 
will  fee  his  true  friends,  and  every  fenfible 
man  muft  feel  the  blefiing  of  his  mild 
government  with  double  fatisfattion.  The 
public  being  a  little  more  at  peace,  I 
muft  now  return  to  the  fubje£t  fo  nea'r  and 
dear  to  rny  heart.  Your  mother  is  ftill 
uppermoft  in  my  mind — I  with  much  to 
fee  her.  Do,  my  dear  Alfred,  afTur'e  her 
I  do,  and  let  me  know  if  fhe  has  any  ob- 
jeftion.  I  can  contrive  to  come— I  will 
take  a  chaife  from  hence,  and  cur 
Maria  (hall  accompany  me,  I  feel  quite 
anxious  to  pay  my  duty  to  her.  Is  (he  not 
«j  mother,  as  well  as  yours  ?  And  (hall 
we  be  deprived  of  the  mutual  fatisfaflion 
we  promifed  ourfdves  of  jointly  contri- 
buting to  her  happinefs  ?  Will  Heaven  rob 
us  of  fo  true  a  delight  as  affording  her 
every  comfort  ? 

Vol,  III.  F  As 
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As  fo^n  as  you  give  me  notice,  mofr  a£ 
furedly  I  will  come  to  you.  I  have  men- 
tioned it  to  my  mother,  and  fhe  kindly  ac- 
quiefces  in  my  wiflies.  Maria  too  will 
gladly  be  my  companion.  I  can  pafs  fome 
hours  with  you,  and  dine  with  Mrs.  M — . 

I  doubt  not  but  you  procure  every 
thing  you  can  for  the  bed  of  mothers,  and  I 
know  your  good  Betty  is  an  excellent 
nurfe  j  yet  I  hope  fhe  has  another,  that  fhe 
may  not  be  left  a  moment.  Oh,  how 
thankfully  would  I  accept  the  office,  to 
foothe  the  dear  patient,  and  help  to  re- 
lieve the  anxieties,  and  fhare  the  fatigue, 
of  my  Alfred  !     Adieu. 

Ever  your  own 

ELWINA. 


LETTER       LXX. 


A 


Alfred   to  Elwina. 

L.  A  S  !  my  deareft  Elwina,  thy  affec- 
tion, and  my  duteous  love,  will  no 


longer 
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lonaei'  be  of  fervice  to  the  beft  of  mo- 
triers.  I  am  doomecl  to  fee  that  dear 
parent  fink  into  her  grave  at  an  age  when 
we  might  have  hoped  to  be  Ion»  bleffed 
with  her  fociety. 

I  hardly"  know  how  to  write  j  and  yet  to 
write  to  you  is  all  the  confolation  my  poor 
heart  can  tafte.     Oh,  my  beft,  my  .only 
love,  this  letter  is  but  preparatory  to  the 
laft   cruel  intelligence.     The  do&or  has 
given  up  all  hopes  for  his  patient.     Good 
God  !  what  a  found  for  a  fon,  who  never 
bad  another   parent  to  fhare  his  filial  re- 
gard !  No  man  ever  owed  more  ,to  a  mo- 
ther than  T  do  to  her.     And  lhall  I  be  de- 
prived of  her  ?  Oh,   my  Elwina,  that  you 
were  here,  that  we  might  mingle  our  tears 
together,   and  that  I  might  in  your  tender- 
nefs  feel  fomething  to  hold  my   heart  to- 
gether,   and  whifper  in  the  midft  of  my 
afflictions,   that  I  am  not  deprived  of  every 
comfort.     How  much,  how  very  mucjf  do 
I  ftand  in  need  of  coniblation  I    I  have  liot 
F  2  fat 
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fat  down  fo  long  thefe  three  days,  as  I 
have  now  fince  I  have  taken  my  pen.  I 
cannot  reft  a  moment  in  a  place — I  walk 
about  like  a  troubled  ghoft,  feeking  reft, 
but  finding  none.  No,  my  dearefl  love,  it 
would  be  to  no  purpofe  your  coming  hi- 
ther. In  the  midft  of  my  diftrefs  I  feel 
the  force  of  propriety,  and  feel  too  that 
the  fcene  of  death,  fb  new  to  us  both,  would 
but  wound  your  exquifite  fenfibility,  and 
add  frefh  ftings  to  mine.  It  is  the  lot  of 
mortals,  and  I  muft  fubmit.  Heaven  give 
me  ftrength  to  aft  the  part  allotted  me,  with 
a  proper  fenfe  of  its  difpenfations.  That 
I  have  your  prayers,'  thou  beft  beloved  of 
my  foul,  I  well  know.  Oh,  that  they 
might  be  efficacious  for  my  excellent  mo- 
ther !  Yet  why  ?  to  continue  her  longer 
in  a  fcene  of  woe  ?  for  what  elfe  has 
her  whole  life  been  ?  fave  but  the  com- 
fort it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  beftow 
upon  her ;  and  yet  I  fear  her  tender  anx- 
iety, vher  unequalled  affection  for  me  has 
rather  haftened    her    approaching    death. 

Alas ! 
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Alas  !  I  much  fear  it  has  ;  fhe  has  ftrug- 
gled  with  a  delicate  conftitution  to  live  for 
my  fake  ;  all  other  inducement,  as  fhe  pa- 
thetically faid  laft  night,  was  buried  in  the 
grave  of  her  beloved  hufband.  No  fon 
ever-  loved  a  mother  more  than  I  have 
done.  Why  are  my  filial  duties  fo  foon 
torn  from  me?  Heaven  wills,  and  man 
muft  obey.  Adieu,  my  ever  dear  Elwiria  ; 
you  will  fooo  be  all  that  remains  on  earth 

to  blefs 

ALFRED. 


LETTER     LXXI. 

From  thejame  to  the  fame. 

June1  if. 

YE  S,  Elwina  is  now  all  that  remains 
to  Alfred:  the  hour  of  death  is 
paft.  This  fatal  morning  the  beft  of  mo- 
thers and  of  women — Oh,  my  Elwina, 
what  a  fentence  to  finifh  !*—  She  is  gone 
for  ever ! 

F3  Sir 
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Sir  Robert  B— —  has  infifted  on  taking 
me  from  the  dreadful  fcene.  I  oppofed  it 
for  fome  time,  but  at  lafl  I  conferred.  Yet 
what  do  I  fly  from  ?  Will  not  the  awful 
fcene  ftill  follow  me  ?  Is  it  not  the  author  of 
my  being  I  leave  ?  Ah  !  dear,  refpe&able^ 
even  though  but  clay.  Why  mould  I  turn 
my  weeping  eyes  from  thy  breathlefs  code  ? 
I  allow  their  arguments  have  too  much 
weight — I  feel  too  forcibly  that  I  can  np 
longer  be  of  fervice  to  thee  ;  that  my 
tears,  my  groAns,  cannot  reftore  a  life  (6 
exquifitely  dear  to  me.  No,  thou  art  gone 
for  ever.  We  fh&U  go  to  her,  my  -Elwina  t 
no  more  will  Ihe  blefs  our  eyes  ;  no  more 
fhall  we  hear  her  afrecYionate  prayers  far 
our  mutual  happinefs.  She  bleffed  you, 
my  Elwina,  with  her  lateft  breath;  ihe 
-united  in  one  petition  to  Heaven  the  names 
of  her  beloved  Elwina  and 

ALFRED. 


LET- 
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LETTER      UQUI. 

Elwina    to     Alfred, 

TO  Jbothe  the  forrows  of  my  beloved 
Alfred,  what  would  not  his  Elwina 
do  ?  Oh,  my  Alfred,  and  have  we  really 
loft  our  dear  mother?  What  a  chafm  is 
now  made  in  the  gay  profpec"r.  we  had  flat- 
tered ourfelves  with  enjoying!  Deaj,  mod 
affectionate  parent,  thou  art  now  reaping 
the  ftilnefs  of  joy,  and  bendeft  thy  beniga 
eyes  on  thy  children,  who  are  not  allowed 
the  fweet  confolation  of  mingling  their 
tears  for  thy  irreparable  lofs.  Oh,  be  thou 
our  guardian  angel — inftruct  us — guide  us 
through  the  devious  path  of  life,  that  we 
may  reach  in  one  day  that  manfion  of 
blifs,  where  thou  art  now  rejoicing  with 
righteous  men  made  per f eft .  Amen. 

Am  I  now  all  the  world  to  my  Alfred  ? 
Oh,    that  I   had  one  little   fpot  of   that 

F  4  globe 
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globe  I  could  ftrictly  call  my  own  to  lea.d 
you  to,  where,  by  'my  faithful  love  and 
tender  affiduities,  I  might  repay  you  all 
your  griefs,  and  hufti  them  into  peace. 

I  congratulate  Sir  Robert  B on  the 

delight  he  muft  feel  in  having  it  in  his 
power  to  be  of  fervice  to  Alfred.  It  was 
kind  and  confideme  to  take  you  from  the 
fcene  of  death.  I  am  not  however  of  opi- 
nion, that  perfons  do  right  in  general  in 
flyiqg  from  their  dwellings  on  thefe  melan- 
choly occafions ;  but  that  houfe  will  not 
be  .  an  abiding  place  for  you  -,  and  the 
change  of  place  and  objects  will  fooner  re- 
ftore  your  tranquillity,  than  to  fit  brooding 
over  your  forrows.  If,  indeed,  your  El- 
wina  could  be  with  you,  we  would  fit  and, 
indulge  in  all  the  luxury  of  grief,  and  vi- 
fit  the  dear  body,  that  was  once  informed  by 
the  gentleft,  the  beft  of  fouls.  Oh,  may 
I  but  be  endued  with  refolution  to  follow 
her  bright  example  !  Patient,  meek,  and 
unoffending  j  charitable  in  the  moft  en- 
larged 
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lafged  fenfe;  religious^"  moral,  and  in- 
ftruttive — flie  was  a  Tweet  companion,  and 
I  had  promifed  myfelf  years  of  delight  in 
her  fociety;  but  we  are  deprived  of  herj 
fhe  is  bleffed  for  ever. 

My  Alfred,  we  muft  mourn ;  but  do  not 
let  us  grieve  like  thofe  without  hope.   She 
is  now  rewarded  for  all  her  fufferings,  arid 
they  were  many.     My  Alfred  was  the  only 
cordial  drop  that  Heaven  ordained  to  be 
mixed  with  her  bitter  potion.     Her  love 
for  you  furpaffed  mod  mothers  love  -,  ybur 
duteous  affection  for  her  was  equally  ex- 
emplary,   and   muft  convey  the  fincereft: 
corifolation  to  your  excellent  heart.  -Write 
to  me  conftantly.     I  am  fure  it  will  corrt- 
•  mtrfvrcate  eafe  to  your  mind,  and  I  have 
no  other  comfort  than  the  hope  of  feeing 
thepeaceof  my  Alfred  re-eftabliflred.  Hea- 
vertj  that  permitted  the  ftroke,  will  heal  the 
wound.    My  fympathizing  heart  re-echoes 
your  fighs,  and    my- eyes  are  half  blinded 
with  the  tears  of  duty,  love,   and   terfdeV 
F  5  affection. 
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affection.  All  now  centre  in  you.  Be 
careful  of  your  health,  which  is  fo  unut- 
terably dear  to  your 

ELWINA. 


LETTER     LXXIII. 

Alfred  to  Elwjna. 

WHAT  a  balm  to  my  wounded 
mind  was  my  Elwina's  dear  letter ! 
Yet  I  might  have  anticipated  all  fhe  faid, 
knowing  her  affection  as  I  have  the  happi- 
nefs  of  doing. — Yes,  my  beloved,  I  wijl 
look  up  to  the  blifsful  (late  of  my  almoft- 
adored  mother,  and  in  contemplation-  6f 
her  endlefs  felicity  forget  my  own  fuffer- 
ings~--fufferings  which  my  Elwina  (hares 
vith  me. 

Sir  Robert  is  the  kindeft  of  friends  ;  he 
has  taken  every  care  off  my  hands,  arid 

leaves 
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.leaves  me  as  much  alone  as  I  wifh  to.  be. 
All  the  trouble  fo  neceflary  on  thefe  mourn- 
ful occafions,  and  whje h  thofg-  fo  imme- 
diately concerned  are  unfit  for,  he  has 
executed  with  the  utmoft  generofity  and 
goodnefs.  He  tells  me  he  owes  me  more 
than  thefe  trifling  fervices  can  repay. 

No,  my  beloved,  this  is  no  abiding 
place  for  me.  Even  bleft  with  my  Elwina, 
the  melancholy  walls  would  repeatedly  tell 
me  what  I  have  loft  -,  and  it  would-be  too 
expenfive,  and  too  far  from  you,  to  fuicme 
in/any;refpe&. 

I  fent  a  certificate  of  my  dear  mother's 
deat.h  to  Mr.  Nejibn,  who  paid  the  annuity. 
He  has  behaved  with  great  liberality 
and  pojitenefs,  having  incloftd  an  hundred 
pound  J?,ank  note  in  a  letter  of  condolence. 
The  half  year  would  have  been  due,  had 
{he  furvived  till  MidTummer-day  ;  and  it 
was  very  confederate,  knowing  the  nanJow- 
n*fs  of  ,rpy  finances,  and  the  confequent 
F  6  expences 
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cxpences  I  fhould  incur.  I  am  furrounded 
with  kind  friends ;  for  Sir  Robert  will  not 
allow1  me  to  fee  a  bill  that  has  not  a  receipt 
to  it;  and  yet  he  does  it  in  a  manner  that 
adds  not  to  the  weight  of  forrow,  which, 
my  Elwina,  I  muft  long  feel. 

Mrs.  M— — 's  fervant  told  me  he  faw 
you  in  mourning.  My  deareft  love,  how 
much  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  this  evi- 
dent mark  of  your  affection  ! 

Will  you  do  me  the  favour  of  accepting 
my  (why  do  I  not  adopt  your  fweet  ex- 
preffion  our  ?)  dear  mother's  gold  watch  ? 
It  is  of  value,  and  was  given  her  by  her  ever- 
lamented  hufband  as  foon  as  they  married. 
Oh,  would  to  Heaven  I  had  the  fame 
right  to  beftow  it  on  you  !  Will  not  your 
good  parents  foon  confent  to  an  event  that 
is  now  more  than  ever  neceflary  to  my  hap- 
pinefs  ?  Does  your  brother  ftill  hold  his 
purpofe  of  going  to  Spa  ?  and  may  we  not 
hope,  during  that  period,  that  every  ad- 

Yerfe 
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veife  obftacle  vill  be  removed  ?  Alas  !  my 
fweetgirl,  how  has  the  calculation  you  made 
of  our  annual  income  been  cruelly  abridged  I 
Surely  my  diftreffes  on  that  account  will  not 
be  increafed  by  any  further  objections  and 
delays  in  your  family.     My  Elwina,  I  ieel 
the  diminution  of  happinefs  fo  extreme  by 
the,  lofs  of   my  dear  mother,    that  I  am 
doubly  anxious  to  fecure  what  remains with 
you.     I   will  not  give  way  to  the  gloomy 
melancholy,    which,  c  in   fpite.  of  .reafon, 
overwhelms  me.     /  will  not  mourn  like  one 
without  hope.     But  till  I  can  call  you  mine, 
irrevocably  mine,  no  peace -or  comfort  will 
vifit  my  fad  prefaging  heart* 


I  will  foon  fee  my  beloved,  and  I  will 
bring  my  dear  mother's  legacy  with  me. 
It  was  her  own  requeft  that  you  mould  have 
it.  You  remember  the  picture  which  hung 
to  it  ?  I  had  one  of  my  mother,  and  fhall 
have  them  both  fef  together.  I  had  a 
likenefs  taken  fome  years  ago,  at  her  de- 
fire  : 
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fire  i  and  chat  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
fattening  to  the  chain.  Oh,  when  fhall  I 
be  bound  in  the  chain  of  wedlock  to  my 
beloved  Elwina  ?— foft,  blifsful,  an4'  per- 
manent chain  ! 

I  truft  our  dear  and  tender  Maria  is  as 
much  with  my  gentle  love  as  poffible,  and 
kindly  dries  your  tears,  or  fympathizes  with 
you.  Tell  her  how  much  my  grateful 
heart  thanks  her.  Your  own  dear  mother 
too,  I  doubt  not,  fpeaks  comfortable 
things  to  her  fweet  daughter.  Her  endea- 
vours may  help  to  heal  our  forrows,  by  al- 
lowing us  the  free  participation  of  them 
in  each  other's  fociety. 

Shall  I  fay,  my  love,  I  rather  expected 
an  invitation  ?  But  I  fhall  not  wait  for  it. 
Where  can  I  hope  for  a  relief  from  my  dif- 
trefTes,  but  in  the  confolation  bellowed  on 
me  by  my  heart's  treafure  ? 

Tburfday. 

Sir  Robert  B — —  has,  this  moment, 
even  forced  upon,  me  an  enfigncy  in  the 
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regiment  of  foot.     My  ■  Elwina, 


what  do  you  fay  to  it  ?  Till  I  know  what 
effect  it  will  have  on  you,  I    hardly  can 
tell  whether  to  rejoice  or  be  forry  for  this 
mark  of  his   kind  regard.     On  you  de- 
pends every  thing.     Yet,  as  my  name  is 
now  enrolled  in  the  king's  fervice,  how  fhall 
I  be  able  to  retraft  ?  I  now  fhall  not  dare 
to  approach  you,  till  I  have  had  a  letter 
from  my  beloved.     At  lead  I  have  now 
Ji/rne  profeffion,  though  it  is  late  to  begin 
a  frefh  fchool  at  the  age  of  twenty- four. 
My  brain  feels  all  confufion.     Till  l  hear 
from  you  it  will  not  be  fettled.     In   ajl 
filiations  I  am  faithfully  yours, 

ALFRED. 


I 


LETTER    LXXIV. 

Elwina    to    Alfred- 

FEAR,   Alfred,  my  letter  will  not 
have  the  charm  of  compofing  your 

con- 
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confufed  brain.  I  muft  fay,  the  lat- 
ter part  of  yours  has  completely  deranged 
mine.  Alfred  is  a  foldier,  and  how  do  I 
feel  on  the  occafion  ?  This  is  a  queftion 
your  Elwina  has  put  to  herfelf  an  hundred 
times,  hardly  knowing  what  anfwer  to 
make  to  it.  I  have  ever  determined  in  the 
article  of  profefiion  to  leave  you  unbiaficcf* 
and  to  be  fatisfied  with  whatever  you 
mould  choofe.  This  of  arms  has,  I 
know,  ever  been  a  favourite  one  with  you.' 
It  is  a  life  of  enterprize  and  activity,  and 
as  fuch  fuits  the  vivacity  of  your  fpirit, 
which  I  have  long  feen  languifhing  for 
want  of  employment.  It  is  an  honourable 
profeflion,  and  at  this  time  your  country 
more  particularly  calls  for  the  exertion  of 
her  fons. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  my  dear  Alfred,  I  have 
now,  in  taking  your  fide  of  the  queftion, 
advanced  as  much  in  its  favour  as  you  could 
wifh  or  expect.  And  what  have  I  to  op- 
pofe  to  all  this  ?  Alas !  only  a  wca"k  wo- 
4  man's 
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man's. fears,  that  will  fometimes,  in  defi- 
ance of  her  reafon,  take  the  lead.  Oh! 
think  not  then  of  me  !  While  I  fee  you 
happy  and  fatisfied,  I  will  not  breathe  the 
gendeft  with,  that  you  had  chofen  a  lefs 
hazardous,  though  more  obfcure,  life.  I 
never  could  know  a  moment's  eafe,  unlefs 
I  faw  you  happy ;  and,  in  whatever  fta- 
tion  you  are  in,  I  am  yours  eternally.  I 
never  loved  you  with  a  felfifh  love.  Your 
honour,  your  advantage  were  ever  dear  to 
me.  Nor  Ihquld  my  voice  condemn  you 
to  a  life  of  inglorious  eafe  for  the  world. 
It  would  poifon  all  my  delights.  Oh! 
may  the  laurel  adorn  thy  brows,  and  the 
triumph  of  victory  cheer  thy  heart ! 

I  wifh,  however,  my  mother's  acqui- 
efcence  followed  your  choice  as  freely  as 
mine  does.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  fhe  is  not 
pleafed  at  your  becoming  a  foldier.  She 
has  a  terrible  notion  of  red-coats  and 
cockades:  but  I  hope  (he  will  be  able  to 
difcriminate  s  and  then  the  refult  muft  be  in 

favour 
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favour  of  Alfred.  Surely  he  is  not  changed 
with  th£  trolour  of  his  clothes.  ct  You 
"  might,"  fhe  fays,  Cf  as  well  have  ac- 
"  cepted  of  a  curacy  for  the  prefent ;  your 
"income  could  not  have  been  lefs  than 
"an  enfigncy :  and  in  the  clerical  line 
"  they  might  have  been  able  to  do  forrie- 
**  thing  for  you  ;  but  in  the  military  we 
*'  know  nobody." 

This  is  talking  ftrangely,  by  the  by. 
For  you  know  when  we  made. your  profef- 
fion  the  fubjecT:  of  converfation,  both  my 
father  and  mother  exclaimed  againft  the 
church,  as  there  was  no  likelihood  of  rif- 
ing  in  it  without  purchasing,  which  would 
not  produce  common  intereft  for  your 
money.  However,  I  hope  (he  will  ib<&i 
be  reconciled  to  the  idea  of  feeing  her 
daughter  the  wife  of  an  officer  •,  for  none 
but  Alfred,  in  whatever  ftate  he  may  be, 
ihall  ever  be  the  hulband  of  Elwina. 

This 
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This  injerefting  fubject  has   engrofTed 
me  fo  much,  that  I  was  near  clofing,up  my 
letter  without  taking  notice  of  any  other 
part  of  yours.     My  beloved  Alfred,  I 
fliall  accept  and  treafure  up  the  legacy  of 
qur  angel  mother.      Received  from  your 
dear  har^d,  it  will  he  ftamped  with  double 
value.      I  wjlh  above   all   things  to  fes 
you }   my  tears  will  be  left  hitter,  whea 
united  with  yours.    Adieu. 

E  L  W  I  N  A. 


LETTER     LXXV. 

El, win  a    to    Alfred. 

I  Am  happy  to  tell  you,  my  mother  does 
not  think  you  quite  fo  formidable  as 
Ihe  apprehended,  and  commends  your 
modefty  in  not  paying  your  firft  vifit  a  la 
militaire ;  though,  woman-like,  you  will 
fay,  (he  wonders  how  your  foldier's  garb 
becomes  you. 

Ifhall 


u6        THE    SCHOOL 

I  fhall  find  no  other  fault  with  the  pro- 
feffion,  than  that  I  forefee  I  fhall  have  much 
lefs  of  Alfred's  company.  You  are  no 
longer  matter  of  your  own  time.  The  du- 
ties and  neceflary  employments  of  your 
new  life  will  engage  you  too  much  to  leave 

you  leifure  to  trip  frequently  to  H . 

But  to  this  I  muft  and  will  fubmit  with  all 
the  grace  in  the  world,  and  with  the  mag- 
nanimity of  a  woman  who  means  to  follow 
the  drum. 

And  whenever  it  beats  I'll  be  ready. 

I  have  a  degree  of  martial  fpirit  about 
me,  and  had  I  been  a  man,  would  moft  cer- 
tainly have  chofen  the  navy  or  army.  I 
love  activity. 

When  do  you  join  the  regiment?  I  hear 
it  is  encamped  in  Hyde  Park.  Oh,  what 
a  martial  age  is  this  !  Nothing  but  gun 
practice  going  forward.  Every  haberdafher 
muft  now  trail  a  pike,  or  at  lead  learn  the 
manual  exercife. 

My 
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My  mother  took  me  this  evening  to 
Finchley  Common  camp  ;  and  I  affure  yon 
fhe  faidj,  "  It  would  have  been  very  coa- 
"  venient  for  Alfred,  if  his  regiment  had, 
"  been  fixed  there."  I  really  could  not 
fay  I  fhouid  have  difliked  fuch  an  arrange- 
ment i  and  was  not  a  little  pleafed  to  find 
her  become  a  convert  to  the  caufe.  But 
verfatility  is  not  confined  to  my  father 
alone.  Yet  I  will  not  complain,  fmce  it 
Sometimes  operates  in  our  favour. 

I  fhall  be  glad  to  hear  the  difagreeable 
bufinefs  of  fwearirig  againft  thofe  unhappy 
wretches  the  rioters,  is  well  over  V  and  as' 
you  prevented  the  mifchjef  from  being 
perpetrated,  I  hope  they  will  efcape  with, 
lefs  than  the  lofs  of  their  lives.  Enough 
have,  and  are  likely  to  lofe  theirs,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  ralhnefs. 

How  will  the  furvivors  execrate  their 
leader,  if  he  fhouid  get  off !  I  ftill  feel 
the  utmoft  indignation  againft  him,  as  the 

prime 
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prime  caufc  of  the  dreadful  mifchief  and 
cdrifufioh.  And  yet,  perhaps  but  for  this 
you  would  never  have  been  en  train  to  be- 
come a  generaliflimo. 

Adieu,  my  deareft  friend  and  bed  loved. 
Yours  for  ever, 

ELWINA. 


LETTER      LXXVI. 

Alfred    to    Elwina. 

MY  Elwina  may  indeed  fee  lefs  of-her 
Alfred,  for  fome  time —  but,  "  thou 
"  art  with  me,  wherever  I  go  •"  in  the 
field,  in  the  camp ;  for  ever  you  are  in  my 
heart,  and  it  wifhes  to  beat  no  longer  than 
while  it  is  yours. 

I  have  given  up  the  idea  of  going  to 
Lochie's  academy,  to  learn  military  tac- 
tics. I  really  think  I  fhould  look  coo  ri- 
diculous, to  be  in  a  fchool  with  a  parcel 

of 
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of  b[oyv  like  Gulliver  learning  thie  LiJli- 
putian  exercife..  I  have  got  fome:  very- 
good  books  on  the  fubjeft,  and  an  excel- 
lent old  fergeant,  who  will  teach  me  to 
march,  wheel,  fhoiulder,  and  fire,  with  the 
beftof  them.  Indeed  there  is  not  much 
for  a  man  to  learn  who  has  had  the  edu* 
cation  of  a  gentleman,  in  order  to  make  a 
foldier.  Thank  Heaven  I  have  a  canftitu- 
tional  kind  of  courage,  and  at  the  fame 
time  am  ye"ry  cool.  So  I  hope  if  I  do  not 
arrive  at  being  generalijfimo,  I  fhall  not 
difgrace  the  corps  as  a  fubaltern. 

I  fhall  not  join,  till  after  the  trial  ofjhc 
delinquents — and  I  own,  now  my  wrath 
is  a  little  abated,  I  fhall  be  better  pleafed 
to  find!  they  have  not  tranfgrefTed  the  laws 
fo  much  as  to  preclude  them  from  mercy. 
I. intend  to  propofe,  as  they  are  good  flout 
lads,  that  they  fhould  offer  themfelves  to 
ferve  in  the  army  or  navy,  that  their  coun- 
try may  be  benefited  by  the  ftrength  they 
were  fo  improperly  ufing  againft  her. 

6  You 
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You  have  the  advantage  of  me— -I  have 
ftot  ye%  feen  a  camp,  though  they  are  nbw 
fo  thitkly  fown  in  and  about  fown.'  But 
my  time  is  fully  taken  up,  and  fo  it  will 
for  fome  time,  as  I  fhall  not  like  to  ex- 
hibit  till  I  am  pretty  tolerably  verfed  in 
tne  bufinefs,  for  fear  of  getting  Tent  back 
to  the  drill  fergeant,  having  no  ambition 
to  figure  in  the  awkward  /quad. 

I  faid  I  had  got  fome  books  on  mi- 
litary fubje&s*-— and  as  my  library  is  too 
voluminous  for  a  foldier,  I  have  exchanged 
fome,  which  now  will  be  of  little  ufe  to 
me,  for  fuchi  as  my  profeffion  makes  ne- 
ceffary.  Indeed  I  have  ipld  a  great  many, 
as  I  had  feveral  double  fets,  which  I  found 
when  I  got  them  all  together  j  and  I  have 
picked  out  a  few,  which  I  mail  beg  of 
you  to  take  care  of  for  me.  I  have  no  pro- 
perty in  which  you  have  not  at  leaft  an  equal 
(hare;  fo  you  may  as  well  take  thefe  books ' 
fw  better  and  for  worfe.  Oh  !  my  loved 
angel,  when  (hall  I  be  permitted  to  take 

you 
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you  on  thofe  terms  ?  That  event  woald  be 
"crowning  my  brows  with  laurels  indeed, 
*f  and  cheering  my  heart,  my*  enraptured 
<c  heart,  with  the  triumph  of  victory."  My 
Elwina,  in  all  fituationi  I  am  wholly  aril 
eternally  yours, 

ALFRED, 


LETTER     LXXVit. 

2*o  the  fame. 

TH  E  trials  are  over,  my  dear  EJwirwf  j 
the  fentence  was  five  years  labour  on 
the  Thames.  But  I  begged  hard  for  them, 
and  at  laft  have  obtained  my  wilh— tfrey 
are  to  be  fent  to  the  Savoy,,  to  be  initiated 
in  the  duties  of  a  foldiers  life,  and  to  be 
entered  in  the  regiment  I  belong  to.  -Thfc 
poor  fellows  feoraed  for  fenfible  of  their 
errors*  and  fo  penitent,  that  I  feel  doubly 
happy  at  the  lenity  of  the  judge.  And 
now  they  may  repair  their  mifchiefs,  by  ex*. 
VolHII.  G  erting 
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er-ting  their  ftrength  againft  the  foe*,  of 
their  countcy,  inftead  of  committing  depre* 
dation&  on  it. 

I  can  never  enough  exprefs  my  gratitude- 
to  Sir  Robert  B— — ;  he  has  behaved  with 
thekindnefs  of  a  father  to  me,  and  fup- 
plies,  as  well  as  he  can,  the  dear  parent  I 
have  loft,  and  fhall  ever  lament.    He  tell* 
me,  whenever  I  wifh  to  purchafe,  onjy  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  ferving  me.  So 
that  there  is  really  a  chance  of  your  feeing, 
one  day  the  captain's  lady.    I  fliall  Jive  in 
as  fevkg  a  manner  as  I  can,  not  to  injure 
the  reputation  of  the  torpj ;  but  indee^ 
they  are  a  fet  of  very  well  difpofed  young^ 
men ;  and  the  regulations  for  the  mel^are 
fo  well  planned,  we  cannot  go  beyond  a 
certain  expence,   I  eat  as  well  as  my  colo- 
nel,   and  only  pay  in  proportion  to  my 
eommifiion.     Every  guinea  I  can  lay  iyr 
will  add  to  the  general  ftock,  and  at  leaitt 
ihortea  the  tedioufheis  of  our  feparation  a 
day  or  iwOr 

Jl&all 
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£  fha.ll  be  able  t©  pafs a  couple  of  hour* 
with  you  next  Thurfday^  ahd  Sir  Robert 
has  infifted  on  my  fending  to  his«ftaMe'for 
a  horfe ;  which  indulgence  you  may  be 
afiufed  I  fhall  avail  myfelf  of,  as  it  will 
bring  me  fo  much  fooner  to  her,  in  whofc 
prelence  alone  I  am  Weft* 

Your  mother  Ihall  fee  how  my  hat  is 
improved  by  a  piece  of  black'  ribbon  tin 
the  loop;  but  I  cannot  ride  on  horfeback 
with  a  regimental  coat*  it  looks  too  much 
Kke  filly  parade.  However,  I  fxufVfHe -will- 
give  her  opinion  m  the  camp  in  Hyde 
Parfcr  moffi  people  like  that  in  St.1  Jameses 
beft,*  bat  I  think  it  looks  too  confined* 
The  petite  camp  in  the  Mufeum  Gardens 
feems  to  bear  the  bell.  I  hear  it  is;  much' 
admired,  becaufe  it  looks  like  a  fcene  in ' 
a  play.  A  great  recommendation  to  a 
cam£  truly \  Oh  !  it  is  a  fine  time  for  the 
maffcrs  and  mi-fies !  You  would  be  furprifed 
to  feethe'crbwds  that  rioc^  every  day,  and  ail 
the  day,  to  fee  thefe  raree  (hews,  Vauxhalf 
G  2  and 
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apd  Randagh  are  almoft  dcferted  ;  or  at 
leaft,  no  one  thinks  of  going  there  till  the 
camp's  entertainment  is  over.  You  mud 
come, —  and  I  hope  Maria  will  be  of  the 
party.  Indeed  not  to  make  the  tour  of  the 
camps,  is  really  to  be  quite  out  of  the 
world,  and  fufficient  to  make  you  be  look- 
ed on  as  an  odd  body,  that  nobody  knows, 

Befides,  I  have  the  hope  of  making  you!- 
good  mother  quite  a  convert  to  the  charms 
of  a,  foldier's  life;  which*  by>  th& byy  we 
are  abie,  to  form, a  very  inadequate  idea  of, 
I  fancy,  from  what  we  fee  here.  However, 
I  am  prepared  for  its  hardfhips,  arfd  -  feel 
myfeif  equal  to  every  thing,  but  the  lofs 
of  my  Elwina;  while  bleft  with  her,  all' 
ills  would  be  triflings  Adieu,  my  ever 
loved  Elwina. 

I  am  faithfully  yours, 

AtFRED, 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXXVIII. 
El  win  a     to    Alfred. 

IT  was  really  a  political  manoeuvre  of 
yours  to  get  my  mother  to  camp ; ,  Jhe 
declares  ihe  was  never  fo  well  .pleafed  in 
her"  life; -and  ,protefi:s  if  k  had  been  the 
firft  time  of  feeing  yoiL,  and  I  had  not 

furren  d.ered  -my   heart,    fhe   fhould   have 
1  -  *  .   v   "  r>( 

thought  me  the  moil  infenfible  of  beings* 

JS*wer  did  ihe  fee  any -one  lpok  fo  bril- 

Ijantlyiliandfome  as  you  did.    And  Imuft 

on , my  own  part  acknowledge,  that  I  could 

not  but  Temaiik  to  ^yielf,  that  your  head 

al^  together  looked  infinitely  better  than  it 

would  haye  done  *ith  a  tight  round  curl, ^ 

and  a  rofe  in  your  hat.  Your  elegant  lhapc 

is  feen  to  advantage   now,  which  would 

have  been  loft  in  *  gown  iand  oaffock.     I 

am  not  ufed. to  flatter  j  -and  indeed  fome- 

times  I  trhink  I  am.too  backward  in  giving 

praife  where  it  is  due.     But  I  muft  fay,  I 

G  3  never 
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Ijever  faw  you  look  fo  fIweli  as  yefter- 
.day  .■■■  You  did  in  truth  look  exqujfitely 
handfome,  particularly  when  you  put  on 
your  hat  i  itibewed  you  in  a  different 
character  to  what  I  had  ever  feen  you. — c — 
Oh,  how  you  rivalled  your^pidure  !,  Do 
you  know,  I  think  that  portrait  wants^ani- 
imation-— and  I  have  a  great  mi*rcj  to  de^re 
you  to  fit  again.  *  A  good  way  that  of  lay- 
ing up  guineas  t©  be  fure.  Bqt  I  aj»  jpot 
fatisfied  wkh  thw,  and  I  will  havfcirdrawn 
when  I  am  prefent ;  fo  prepare,  your&lf : 
you  know  the  expence  of  mounting  will  be 
faved,.  as  the  fame  will  do.  I  have  told  my 
mother  this  moment  of  irry  dtfign^and-fllc 
approves  of  it  fo  much,  that  Ihe  infifts  on 
being  at  the  whole  expence.  So  you  hav£ 
only  to  inquire  which  is  the  beft  painter* 
and  fet  ytuir  fweet  features  in  order. 

My  mother,  Maria,  and  myferf  intend 
going  to  town  on  Mowlay;  if  you"  can 
fpare  an  hour  or  two",  we?  wUFcall  for  you 
at' JeffCTy's  In  Pall  Mall-l-as^'  fhal!Lre- 

fet 
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fet  the  refemblance  of  the  moft  amiable 
(which  is  better  than  faying  the  hand- 
fomeft)  of  men*  You  can  certainly' have 
leave  of  abfence  for  a  few  hours;  and 
I  hope  you  will  make  the  beft  ufe  of  year 
time,  to  examine  which-  of  the  painters 
you ['think  mod  likely  to  fucceed— and  then 
when-  we  meet,  let  us  know  where-  we  are 
to  go.  I  muft-have  the  likenefiwell  done 
i— if  poflible  like  that  which  is  ftamped  by 
the  hand  of  love,  in  the  faithful  bofom  of 
your  own 

ELW  IN  A, 


LETTER      LXXIX. 

Alfred  to  Elwina. 

NEVER  has  the  heart  of  Alfred 
known  fo  much  true  delight  as  fn 
this  laft  happy  week.  Oh,  how  rich  is  my 
memory  ftored  with  the  charming  recoflec- 

G  4  tion 
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tionof  the  blifsful,  thrice  blifsful  hours-* 
i>ay,  whole  days,  I  have  paffed  with  you  I 

To  fee  your  father  and  mother  recottcikd 
to  the  fteps.  I  have  taken  to  advance  my 
fortunes  j  oh,  what  fatisfattion  it  has  af- 
forded me ! 

I  have  the  .gadd  fortune,  too,  to  be  veq^ 
(miach  in  favour  with  mycoloael j  and  4»e 
if>raphe£fes  Jgrtot  things  for  the  young  ib>- 
dier,  when  he  has  feen  a  little  more  of  fer. 
vice.  !My  Elwina,  what  ihall  I  notatchieve 
when  t  have  fo  glorious  a  reward  in  view, 
"as 'the  "poITeffibn  of  all  that  elegant  "deTrre 
and  tender  afFecYion  can  wilh  for  in  wo- 
manT  all  which  I  ihall  poffeTs  in  my  loved 
Elwina,  more  dear  as  more  fh.e  is  known. 

,Let  me  hope  no  envious  demon  will 
now  interfere  to  rob  me  of  felicity—  -a 
felicity  which  muft  be  permanent  when 
infured  by  fuch  excellence  as  yours. 

And 
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And  :*tiH>;you-'grve.'rne  your  beauteous 
portrait  f.vOk*  how  flialt  I  adore  the  imagd 
of  my  beloved  !  how  talk  to  it,  how  prefs 
it  to  my  bofem  and  lipa,  nor  expefl.tq  be 
chidden,  ,as  my  fometimes  too  rigid  Elwina 
is  apt  to  do.  Yet  pardon  mea  my  love,  I 
know  you  aft  with  delicate  propriety,,  and 
rny  reaibn  can  never  condemn  you, though 
my  affection  often  languilhes  for  a  return 
of  tendernefs.  That  you  love  me  I  know i 
it  is  sthe  delight,  .the  blifs,  of  my  life  to 
itbii?k-fo;  .hut  there  is  .a  maiden  coyneis  in 
Till  your  actions,!  tb«t  fometimes  gives  yoti 
sm-airrof  ^coidrtefsj ;  which  I  do  not  think 
#k»getfher  in  your  heart ;  as  your  letters, 
written  immediately  from  that  heart,  glow 
with  an  affection,  warm,  though.  «ot  fb 
impetuous  as  mine.  But  per  haps- --.^ind 
you  may  be  right,  a  little  di  fiance  on  your 
fide  may  be  neceflfery,  to  check  the  ardour 
which  is  apt  .to  expitefs  itfelf  too  rapturouflfy 
when  my  heart  beats 

What  fkjt'rittg,  trembling,  dying 
Language  would  but  cannot  tell. 

G  5  But 
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i;  Butvriiy  do-  you.  turn  away  your  lovely* 
eyes  from  my  impaffioned  glances  ?   And 
why  did  my  beloved,  when  I  would  have 
ftolen  a  tender  ki&  the  Jaft  evening,  why 
,dad  flvt  difappoipt  «ie  I  Truft  me,  I  hardly 
:§loJed  my  eyes  the  whole  night  j  and; the 
-J9*wsifio»tion  was  the  more  fenfibjy  felt*  aa 
I  waa>©y£ged<  to  fet  off  at  fo  early  an  hour, 
that  I  had  »o  chance  of  feeing  you.  I  had 
reaHy  j&lanned-tha*  Mttle  manoeuvre  to  ob- 
tain a  heavenly  kifs  from  your  lovely  lipe> 
and  it  was  tooc£uel  to  refufe  me  when  out 
■the  point  of  fucceeding,  I  felt  your  bajrof 
breath  when  you  fnatched  yoor  dearfae* 
&opvflriei,and  the  kifs-  was  loft  for  ever* 
1  (hall  never  forget  it,,  nor  fhalil  forgive 
♦yoy,iif  you  do  not  make  me  Iargeamends 
next  rinse  we  meet.    1  will  not  let  ^yo»:off 
•  without  paying  intereft.     You  muft  allow 
it  was  praclifing  on  my  fenfibility  too-  fe- 
<verely>  to  admit  me  to  the  gate  of  heave*, 
only  to  clofe  it  upon,  me  at  the  inftafl*  i 
and  i  dare  fay,  if  Maria  had  been  prefent, 
ihs  would  have  given  it  againft  you,   as 

ufurping 
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ufurping  a  too  tyra&ttic  power  over  your 
flave. 

I  iliall  e*pecT:  fome  coflcelllon-in  my 
favour  when  next  I  have  the  happinefs  of  a 
letter  from  your  dear  hand-*;  and,, my  ftoeet 
girl,  do  remember,  that  T  have  never  pre- 
ftfmed  on  any  inftanct^f  indulgence'  you 
have  thought  me  worthy;  of  receiving—— — 
•nor  will  I'  ever- — !— You  may  fruit  me  at 
all  times  \  I  never  have  for  one  moment 
loft  fight  of  my  refpedl:  and  veneration;  as 
-well  as  love,  which  I'  believe  is  more  firmly 
fixed  than  ever  man's  was  on  a  lovely  woman. 
1  know  you  pretend  to  fay  your  aflfecYroft 
is  ftffyerior  to  mine ;'  but  Tbelieve'  you  not. 
I  know  my*  inferiority  to  you — and  there- 
fore th^objecV  being  lefo'dderviag,  can- 
not infpiro  fo  much  tendernefs;  as  I  feel 
for  you,  who  are  fujjerior  to  every  other 
•being  in  the  world,  in  the  eyes  and  heart 
of 

ALFRE'D: 

G  6  LET- 
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LETTER     LXXX. 
.Eitwina  to  Alfred. 

I  HAVE  rather  an  idea  that  I  am  a 
little  Favourite  too  with  your  colonel--, 
no  impediment  to  your  advancement  you 
Jknbw-~oh  the  contrary,  it  is  in  your  fa- 
.vourj  as  a  handfome  wife  or  filler  often- 
times fecures  promotion.  I  allure  you  he 
faid  fome  very  gallant  things  to  me  when 
we  walked  together  to  the  coach.  I  think 
him  a  very  pleafant  agreeable  man  ;  and 
if  you  continue  at  all  refractory  in  my  fer- 
vice,  I  fhall  lodge  my  complaint  with  .him. 

As  to  the  affair  of  the  kijs  rejeSed^ ,  I 
hardly  know  what  to  fay  to  it ;  it  was  the 
-efie&ofa  moment,  and  rather  foolilh  on 
both  fides-— I  know  not  which  was  in  fault, 
and  we  will  fettle  it  when  we  meet,  I  hope 
to  out  mutual  fatisfa&ion  ;  we  will  not  fall 
©ut  about  fuch  a   trifle  neither.     As  you 

?-  fay, 
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(ay,  if  Maria  had  been  b%  (he  would  have 
tgiven  it  againft  me;  and,  I  will  juft  whif- 
per  very  foftly  in  your  ear,  that  perhaps  I 
fhould  not  have'beeh  fo  ffcrupulous  in  her 
prefence.  A  third  perfon  is  a  fanction  fo 
a  delicate  minded  woman  ;  and  J  have  f£k 
the  force  of  it  a  thousand  times — for  I  can 
-titfk  and  a£t  with  fifty  times  the,  freedqqa 
to  you  before  her,  or  indeed  any  thir<J 
perfon,  than  when  we  are  alone.  I  know 
not  whether  you  have  made  the  obfer- 
yation.  It  will  not  be  always  fo  1  fuppofe 
I  cannot  tell. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  few  >w;eeks  ever 
paired  more  happily  fince  that  diftin&ioi* 
of  time  was  invented,  than  the  1  aft.  Why 
Should  not  each  fucceeding  year  of  out- 
lives be  fpent  in  the  fame  way,  giving  and 
receiving  proofs  of  the  mod  faithful  4C 
fedtion?  In  fuch  a  manner-.-  - 

As  angels  might  behold,  ar  virgins  telL 

Yesj 


*34       THE    SCHOO-C 

Yes,  Alfred,  while  memory  holds  its  feat 
in  my  brain,  I  fhall  retrace  with  delight 
thofe  blifsftrl  hours  I  wore  away-  with  you. 
You  left  me,  and,  as  you  thought^  too  early 
in  the  morning  to  expedfc  to  fee  me.    Why 
did  you  take- that  idea  into  your  head  ?  I 
hoped  you  would  have  juft  tapped  at  my 
door,  and  I  fliould  have  followed  you  inta 
the  drawing  room  in  a.  moment,  for  I  was 
up  and  dreffed,  perhaps   before  you  had 
opened  your  eyes.     Did  you  think  I  loll 
in  dull  fleep  the  laft  night  that  Alfred  was 
to  be  our  gueft  ?   Thank  Heaven  I.  am 
not  quite  fo  ftupid.     I  waited,  not  without 
the  flutter  of  expe&ation  that  you  would 
fteal  away  without  faying  "  good  morning 
to  you."  At  laft  the  clock  ftruck  fix,  and 
I.  ventured  forth,    becoming  then  appre* 
hen  five  you  would  be  too  late  for  muften 
I  faw  one  of  the  houfemaids,  and  on  my 
afking  her  if  you  had  been  called,  ihefenc 
me  back  to  my  room,  with  fomethingvery 
like  a  figh,  by  telling  me,  you  had  been 
gone  almoft  an  hour.    Sure  my  good  genius 
2.  Jkpt* 
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Jlepi,  though  I   was  waking.     Adieu,,  my 
dear  Alfred..    I  am  raoft. truly  yours, 

ELWINiU 
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lo  thejame* 

IW I S  H  I  had  better  news  for 'yotr, 
my  dear  Alfred— -my  brother  is  return- 
ed from  hisr  excurfion,  and  the  firft  words 
he  fafdto  me  were, <c  You  are  quite  de^ 
^lighted,  no  doubt,  with  the  idea 'of  a 
"  fcarlet  coat  and  cockade — to  carry  the 
ct  knapfack  will  fuit  your  delicate  notions-i 
"and  to  follow  the  camp,  will  not  fatigue 
"  your  fine  limbs.  Your  prudent  choice 
**'  is  now  decidedly  a  proper  one.  J  Your 
**  lover  has  the  privilege  of  ftarvihg  ac- 
«*  cording  to  a£fc  of  parliament,  and  the 
"  laws  of  his  country." 

I  looked  on  all  this  as  much  too  low  io 

be 
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be  arifwered,  and  therefore  I  fat'like  the 
ftatue  of ct . patience  on  a  monument;"  but 
I  believe  'rrry  fmile  was  rather  a  contempt 
tuous  one,  which  was  not  quite  in  cha- 
racter. He  then  began  on  my  father  and 
mother,  for  their  fhameful  indulgence  to  a 
paflion  which  ought  to  have  been  ftifled  in 
its  birth — an  attachment  productive  of  no- 
thing but  poverty  and  beggary.  When 
my  mother  fpoke  (which,  Heaven  blefs 
Her,  fhe  did  moft  nobly)  of  your  worth  arioT 
character,  "  Let  him  carry  his  virtues  into 
"  any  other  family,"  faid  he,"  ahd'T  Willi 
"  allow  them'  as  much  weight  as'yoii  do--- 
fC'but  you  all  know  I  had  other  views  for 
°  the  girl;  me  knew  it  herfelf— *-views 
'*  which  would  have  raifed  us  to  grandeur, 
"  not  deprefled  us  to  poverty,  and  dif- 
"  united  the  family." 

"  Yes,"  I  replied,  "  I  do  plainly  fee 
"  what  were  your  views  ;  but  they  corre- 
"  fporided  not  with  my  inclination,  and 
•*  therefore  I  rejected  them.    1  -hachmy 

"  father's 
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"  father's  fan&ion for  .what  I  have  done, 
",  and  to  ,hira  I  will  fiibmit  in  alltljings-*- 
"to  him  I  owe  obedience  and  to  him 
"  alone." 

This  fpeech,  to  be  fure,  was  not  likely 
to  foften  matters  much  ;  and  he  muttered 
to  himfelf,  he  ftiould  find  a  way  to  make 
TTWobedrent  to '"others;  or  he  ^wss  much 
miftakea,.  But  I  ©are -net  i  »^e  oannot  al- 
ter  my  mind  with  regard  to  its  fentiments 
foryou— ,-iwr-^ot  think  he  will  be  able  to 
prevail  on  my  father  to  forego  his  late  re- 
folution,  I  .am  certain  he  never  need  knaw 
of  my  father's  krad  intention  of  makifcg  «n 
addition  to  tny>  fortune ;  and  my  views  ih 
life  are  reaHy  fo  free  from  ambition,  that 
what  Would  content  you,  would  be  af- 
fluence to  me. 

I  hope  to  Heaven  this  turbulent  brother 
will  not  flay  long  with  us.  But  I  intreat 
you,  for  my  fake,  not  to  come  hither  till  I 
apprize  you  of  his  departure.     I  fee  he  is 

difpofed 


dilpofed  to  quarrel  with  you,  and  nothing 
would  fo  nearly  difturb  my  peace  for -ever 
as  fuch  an  event.  Therefore,  my  deaf  and 
faithfully  Beloved  Alfred,  keep  your  tem- 
per if  you  ever  fiiould  meet,  for  the  fake 
x>f  your 

ELW1NA, 
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Alfred  to  Elwina. 

HAVE  I  not  caufe*  mydeareftJEI- 
wina,  to  complain  of  the  har^nefs 
of  my  fate  ?  And  to  what  farther  ills  njay 
I  not  be  expofed,  by  being  doubly  w«i\ind;cd; 
through  your  fide?  I  begin  tOifearlhave 
paid  a  too  implicit  obedience  to  yo»r  fa- 
ther, whom  I  refpedted  as  if  he  had  been 
.my  own.  Will  then  the  honour  and  frith 
I  repofed  in  his,  be  fo  cruelly  abufed  ?  You 
fey,  my  loye,  you  hope  your  brother  will 
oat  be  able  to  efFe&  hi*  purpofe.     Too 

furely 
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furejy  he  has,,  or  your  father  would  have 
taken  pain?  to.  quiet  your  mind,  byfrefli 
affurances  j  and  you?  would  have  eafed  my 
aching  heart,  by,  communicating  them  to 
me.  Yes,  this  piroud;  fenator  Jias  gained 
his  caufe— I  fee  it  plainly.  Hpwihajl  I 
then  repent,  my  rafh  vow,  never  to  receive 
the  hand  of  Elwina,  but  as  the  gift  of 
her  -father!  He  is  your  father^  Elwka, 
and  Heaven  and  you  can  witnefs,  I  never 
breathed  a  wifli  that  you  fhould  acY  other- 
wife  than  tyecame  the  moft  duteous  of 
daughters.  But  let  the  fcornful  heir  of  the 
family  beware  how  he  coufes  aT  ipirit  iin- 
ufed  to  give  or  receive  injuries.  Tac&ely 
I  will  never  receive  them.  I  have  fre- 
quently remarked  his  averted  eye,  andTu- 
percilious  air  j  but  which  I  never  hinted 
befofe,  left  I  mould  give  my  Elwina  pain. 
He  is  unworthy  the  name  of  brother--— 
unworthy  the  kind  consideration  with  which 
you  fo  jriduftrioufly  fought  to  make  me 
believe*  he  treated  me  with  more  civility 
than  any  oneelfe,  who  had  not  a  titles  or 

fome 
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fame  fueh  tfiffing,  empty  advantage- over  a 

man  of  honour.  Foryour  fakeVmy  Elwiria, 

I  have  been  deaf  as  wcil  &  blind ; '  but  he 

fhall.  never  find  me  infenfible  Of  injuries, 

or  contemptuous  treatment.   1  have  borne 

a  great  <leal,  -which  I  hoped  -you  did  not 

fee,  and  which  my  affe&ion  for  you  kept 

me  filent  under.     I  will  'frill  feear  as  muoh 

As  a  mantaaght  to  bear,  becaiife  he  is  tHe 

ifon  *fc my jEiwina'5J parents.  iBnaryoti  would 

-defpife  me,  as  I  oughtto  bet^kffftfefl,  if  il 

fiiouldjput  up  withinfuJt^  which  I  plainly 

fee  .hei  means  tomfe  towards  me,  irbnvtbe 

-featknejnts  foe  dared  to  uteer  to  you. 

the  indignity  offered  me  by'  this  un- 
worthy brother  of  the  fweeteft  01"  women, 
haa  had  its  uTe,  fince  it  has  awakened # 
fpirit,  which  perhaps  'from  its  lying  dor- 
mant, he  little  thought  I  pofle'fled  -,  but 
let  him  again,  I  fay  it,  let  him  beware 
kindling  it  to  a  flame  ! 

Be  affbred,  my  beft,  my  only  love,  i 

feel 
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feel  the  utmost.' tranfport  wi  believing  you 
will  .never,  be.  another's.   I  am  aseonfideht 
in  yourtrush,.as  Lam- of  my  own  exiftence. 
AlLmy  apprehenfioas  refult  from  the  dread 
of  what  you  may  fuffer  in  pferfecmions  from 
thofe  of,  your  family  whom  I  have  "been 
fa-  unfortunate    as    to    offend,"    without 
ko©w.ing4iow.    But  will  your  dear  mother 
give  up  the  intereft  fhe  promitedus  ?  Will 
your  father  fallify  his  word,  given  as  fa- 
crcdiy  as  mine  to  him  ?   Oh,  my-Elwina, 
is, it  not  dangerous  fophiftry  to  fay,   his 
bleach  will  abfolve  me f   Alas!    I  fear  it 
is.;   and  what  would  be  the  confequence  of 
fuch  doctrine  ?  Perhaps  everlafting  repro- 
bation   from    your  family*    Good-  God ! 
what  a  fate  is  ours  !    I  hope   I  am   antici- 
pating an  evil,  .that  Heaven,  in  pity  .to  our 
conftartt  auction,   will,  avert.  .But  your 
letter  has  added  fharp  points  to  the  arrow 
that  has  already  wounded  my  heart.    You 
have  fuffered  more,  my  Elwina,  lam  con- 
vinced you  have,,  than  you  have  allowed 
yourfelf  to.  exprefs.    What  has  the  infolent 

Clodio 


Hi        THE  -SCHOOL 

Glodio  darej&to  do  ?  My  foul  is  all  up  in 
arms,  when  I  reflect  on  his  invidious  fneefs 
and  taunts  to  the  lovelieft,  beft  of  women. 
Am  I  not  your  protestor  j  and  (hall  I  ftand 
coldly  by  and  fee  fuch  excellence  ill-uied  ? 
Oh/'  no  Eiwina — I  muft  be  deprived  of 
ftrength,  of  fenfe,  of  every  fenriment  of 
honour  and  feeling,  ere  I  could  betray  fo 

much  fluidity; 
I— 

YetPwfll  becalm — I  hope  there  will 
be  no  occauon-  to '  ftiew  my  refentmerit. 
Though  he  is  not  a  man  to  my  tafte,  I 
would  for  your  fake  court  his' actfuaintancei 
But  then  let  him  treat  me  as  I  am  entitled 
by  birth,  like  a  gentleman — notlrkeaoafe 
beggar,  *who  would  meanly  ileal  the  trea- 
fure  that  had  been  refufed  to  my  intreaty. 
"Why  did  our  wayward  fortune  fend  Clodio 
in  the  way  fo  foon  ?  And  why  is  your  fa- 
ther a  mere  machine,  to  be  wound  up,  or 
flopped,  juft  as  that  brother  pleafes  ?  Why 
will  he  not  have  an  opinion  of  his  own, 
and  give  way  to  the  tra-nfpejt  his  heart 

would 
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would  feel  in  making  my  charming  Elwina 
naPPYvWijiuhe  man  that  adores  her  i  ,f  ^ 

.l?.tu>;  Ttofbd  <fbifevoI  odi  orajn ■:;:.?  f 
Excufe  me,  my  Elwiiia>  if  I  difobey  you 
- — I  will  come  to  fee,  you.;  It  would  look 
very  ftrange  in  me^  after  the  reception  ami 
invitations  I  have  fo  lately, received,  not 
to  vifit  at  your  houfe.13  They  then  might 

have  fome  plea  againft  me I  afk  not; 

when  your  brother  will  be  from  home — I 
will  -neither  feek  or  avoid  him  j  nortwill 
I  quarre^with^iiim  if  I  can  help  it.  DThefe 
conf  eflions,  my  Elwina,  I  will  make  to  you, 
— but  expe&  no  more  i  I  would  fooner  die 
—or,  what  is  infinitely  worfe  than  ,  death, 
lofe^ll  chance  of  being  united, to  you, 
who  ace  dearer,  to  me  than  any. thing  but 
honour, .  rather  than  be  guilty  of  meannefs 
to  him,  or  any  man  in  the(world. 

I  am,,w".thall  truth  and  finceritv,  forever 
yours 

ALFREJX 
LET- 
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LETTER      LXXXIII, 
Elwina  to  Alfred. 

HOW  fhall  I  apologize  to  my  ever 
amiable  Alfred,  how  palliate  the 
ftrange  behaviour  he  met  with  yefterday  J 
Alas !  mhai  is  come  to  each  branch  of]  my 
family,  and  why  will  they  urge  me  to  wilh 
we  had  not  been  fo  fcrupuloufly  attentive 
to  our  part  of  the  agreement,  when  they 
feem  to  have  fo  totally  forgotten  th  :irs  ? 

My  mother  is  now  quite  changed  by 
my  brother's  argument?  •,  and  declares,  fhe 
fhall  be  miferable  from  the  idea  of  my 
marrying  an  officer.  My  father  faysi  he 
was  not  inticled  to  give  his  confent  without 
the  concurrence  of  his  fon — and  he  fees 
OQcafion  for  withdrawing  if.  His  fon  !-*• 
Is  then  my  happinefs  and  well-doing  to 
depend  on  the\  capricious  and  unjuft  will 
of  a  haughty,  imperious  brother?  Ah,  my 

dear 
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dear  Alfred,   the  reafon  of  his  pique  is, 
becaufe  I  refufed  the  addreffes  of  his  friend 

■ — his  favourite,  Sir  Thomas  K .   Had 

I ( been  prevailed  on  to  facrifice  myfelf  to 
hi-m,  a  match  languifhed  for  by  my  brother 
would-  then  'perhaps  have  been  accomr 
pliihedv  "?  between  him  and  Lad/  Anne 
T— — ,  "-whofe  brother  married  Sir  Tho- 
mas's  filter — and  I  find  he  had  prom i fed  to 
ufe  all  his  intereft  to  engage  her  to  con- 
feat  :. — the  fmallnefs  of  her  fortune  might 
have  been  an  inducement  on  her  fide  to 
mix  her  patrician  blood  with  our  plebeian 
race.  However,  the  baronet  is  not  enough 
his  friend  to  do  him  a  kindnefs  for  nothing 
— *-and  I  was  to  be  the  purchafe  of  his  fa- 
vour. \z  is  from  this  djfappointment  my 
brother  has  become  fo  much  your  enemy. 
But  I'll  be  revenged,  and  love  you  better  for 
it  \  and  nothing  fhall  ever  fhake  my  fixed 
refoive.  The  coldnefs  of  my  father's  be- 
haviour fhocked  me  very  much — and  I 
had  the  courage,  after  you  left  us,  to  re- 
monftrate  againft  his  cruelty,  and  even 
Vol.  III.  H  dared 
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dared  to  fay  he  was  unjuft.  He  was  ex- 
tremely angry  At  my  boldnefs — but,  as  I 
always  do  for  a  little  time,  I  brought  him 
to  hear  reafon  j  however,  I  am  forry  fo 
fay  there  is  fo  much  verfatility  in  his  com* 
pofition,  that  he  is  turned  by  a  ftraw — and 
in  fivemjnutes  my  brother's  haughty  threats 
will  do  more*  than  an  hour  of  my  in- 
treaty. 

I  repeat  to  you  what  I  told  you,  I  would 
die  a  thoufand  deaths  rather  than  you 
fhould  a&  meanly,  or  make  any  undue 
fubmiflion.  1  feel  how  much  I  am  indebted 
to  you  for  the  forbearance  you  pra&ifed  to 
my  father.  That  to  him  was  a  mark  of 
refpeft,  which  to  my  brother  would  have 
been  an  unmanly  degradation.  No,  for 
my  fake  you  fhall  never  be  fubject  to  in- 
fult — I  cannot  bear  the  idea — nothing  is  fo 
repugnant  to  my  fentiments.  Your  offer 
of  keeping  or  refigning  your  commiffion, 
was  furely  conceffion  enough  ;  and  ought, 
to  have  been  more  gracioufly  attended  to. 

Surely 
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Surely  'tis  I  alone  who  am  to  experience 
the  inconvenience  of  fuch  a  fituation >  and 
not  them.  My  brother  has  often  declared 
he  would  fee  me  fink  under  the  poverty  I 
have  chofen,  rather  than  extend  an*  arm 
to  fave  me.  Is  it  thus  they  feek  to  weaken 
my  attachment. to  the  moft  amiable,  moft 
loved  of  men?  Ah,  how  weak  would i  be 
their  ftrongeft  efforts  to  effect  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe ! 

I  told  my  father  his  word  and  honour 
once  paffed,  could  never  be  recalled  j  and 
I  was  bound  to  act  as  if  it  was  ftill  his  will 
as  much  as  it  had  been.  I  would  not  in- 
deed marry  you  Without  his  confent — but  I 
could  never  forget  that  he  had  given  it. 
He  fays  that  it  was  conditionally.  I  allow 
it — and  have  moft  religioufly  adhered 
to  the  conditions.  He  cannot  make  the 
leaft  objection  either  to  your  character 
or  morals— -*and  this  acceptance  of  a  com* 
miflron  is  now  held,  up,  as  the  Only  thing* 
which  operates  againft  you  j  when  but  a 

H  2  few 
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few  months  fince  they  feemed  almoft  dif- 
fatisfied  beoaufe  you  could  not  find  fomc- 
thing  to  do. 

My  dear  Alfred,  we  muft  have  recourfc 
to  our  old  fupport-,  hope.  Time  may  lef- 
fen  the  difficulties,  and  may  bring  us  to- 
gether. I  fwear,  on  all  my  expectations 
of  future  happinefs,  no  time  or  circum- 
ftances  fball  ever  change  my  fentiments 
for  you.  I  rely  on  the  ftrength  of  your 
aflfe&ion,  as  the  greateft  comfort  this  world 
can  afford  me — Either  I  ihall  be  yours 
or  none  other's';  as  I  have  lived,  fo  will  I 
die,  yours  only 

ELWINA. 
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El  win  a  to  Maria. 

MY  beloved  friend,   muft  I   ever  be 
■  doomed  to  lament  the  ficklenefs 
of  my   father's    difpofition  ?    Sometimes 

he 
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he  feems '  inclined  to  favour  the  affection 
of  my  amiable  Alfred,  and  the  next  day  he 
is  more  averfe  to  him  than  ever.  This  un- 
fortunate acceptance  of  a  commiflion  is 
the  only  plea  they  can  any  of  them  hang 
a  fhadow  of  reafon  upon ;  and  yet,  how 
have  they  condemned  him  for  not  feeking 
fome  profeffion  !  They  really  almoft-  wear 
out  my  patience.  They  are  all  againft 
me;  even  my  once  kind  mother  is  al- 
tered. I  can  no  longer  fee  .my1. .Alfred 
with  pleafure ;  I  dread  his  having  fome 
grofs  affront  put  upon  him,  which  I  am 
fure  his  fpirit  would  not  fubmit  to ;  and 
fhall  hardly  be  furprifed  if  his  vifits  are 
forbidden.  Was  it  not  for  our  Uriel: 
"adherence  to  rigid  honour,  we'ffi6ui2*not 
now  be  lamenting  each  other's'  abfence. 
But  why  do  I  talk  this  wildly  ?  I  would, 
rather  die  than  fubjec"t  him  to  pecuniary 
difficulties.     Oh  !   would  to  Heaven  Sir 

Robert  B — had  never  given  him  the 

fatal  commiffion !     My  mother  declares, 

(he  never  would  have  relied  till  fhe  had 

H  3  obtained 
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obtained  her  point;    but  now,    fhe  fays, 
fhe  "will  oppofe^   with  all  her  influence,  a 
marriage  that  can  be   productive  of  no- 
thing but  mifery  and  diftrefs.     Why  will 
ihe  perfift  in  arguing  thus  ?  Is  he  not  the 
fame  tender,  affectionate,  amiable  Alfred, 
he  was  ?  Can  the  colour  of  his  coat  change 
his  fentiments  ?    Has  he  not  tried  various 
means,  and    made  various  attempts,    all 
fruitlefs  ones,    to   advance   his    fortune  ? 
And  why  mifery  and  diftrefs  ?  I  mult  run 
*the  chance  of  thoufands  who  marry  men 
in  the  army.      Oh,  Maria,   I  would  run 
any  chance  with  my  Alfred  j   yet  I  am  not 
fo  filly  as  to  think  we  can  live  without  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  ;  or  would  I  brave  my 
father's  reprobation.       My  Alfred   calls 
himfelf  the    vittim   of  a   curfe!    Heaven 
Ihield  me  from  fuch  an   inheritance !    No, 
I  will  (till  perfift  in  acting  right.      I  will 
adhere  to  my  duty  thus  far ;   that  I   will 
not  marry  Alfred,  without  my  father's  con- 
fent,  or  a  profpect  of  our  living  with  fbme 
degree    of  credit.      But  I  will   never,  no 


never 


i 
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never,,  refign  him.  Nothing  (hall  ever  pre- 
vail on  me  to  promife  that  I  will  not 
marry  him  at  all,  or  that  I  will  marry  ano- 
ithcr. 

My  unworthy  brother  fpeaks  of  him  in 

the  moft  contemptible  terms.    I   own   I 

dread  to  hear  his  name   mentioned ;  and 

this  morning  I  begged  my  mother  would 

call  another  fubj eel.     "  We  are  all  obfti- 

"  nate  alike,"  I  faid — "  or,  if  that  is,  too 

."  free  a  declaration,  all  too  fteady. ;  I  de- 

r«f  fpair  of  bringing  my  brother  over  to  my 

"  opinion,  and  I  will  die  before  he  makes 

**  me  a  convert  to  his.      My  father  can 

.ff  no  more  depart  from  his  word,  with  bo~ 

".nou£,.'ch&n  I  can.     He  once  allowed  of 

f5J  my   engagement    to  the   moft  amiable 

','  man  in  the  world,  and  he  cannot  retraft 

"  from  it.     I  am  deftined  to  Alfred:  with 

"  his  voice.;    and  whatever  influence   my 

"  brother  may  now  aflfume,  he  cannot  re- 

«{,  calj  the  ifentence." 

H  4  All 
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All  my  nope  JU>  that  theym^y  uqtqnect 
any  where  by  chance  ;  jf  they  fhould,  I 
dread  the  confequence.  I  can  rely  on  Alfred 
for  never  feeking  j  but  I  am  1  ike  wife  ^as 
certain  he  will  never  avoid  him.  Nei- 
ther will  he  give ,  or  receive,  an  infult. 
Oh  !  Heaven  defend  him  from  either ! 
My  mind  is  never  one  moment  ateafe  >  I 
tremble  left  Alfred  fhould.  come  wken=.Kiy 
turbulent  brother  is  from  home.;  and'-.  I 
am  ftill  more  terrified  when .  that  brother 
is  in  town,  left  they  fhould  encounter  each 
other,  when  1  am  net  by  to  foften,  matters. 
I  am  fure  I  could  prevail  on  my  Alfred  to 
bear  any  thing  that  was  not  derogatory  to 
a  man  of  honour;  his  tender  afFedion.  for 
me  would  oblige  him  to  bear  mor^i  from 
Clod  io  than  any  other  man. ;i  But. infult 
and  contemptuous  language !— Oh  1,;  I 
could  not  myfelf  fupport  thq  idea  of  the 
man  I  loved  being  thus  grofsty.  treated.  < 

Indeed,  my  dear  Mariay  myjfituattidHV.is 
molt;  truly  a  pitiable  one  j  and  I  know  not 

when 
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-Wheii  there  is  any  probable  chance  -of  ray- 
cafe  being  better.  I  have  *ib  one  to  be- 
friend me;  only  you,  mf  Maria,  and  my 
amiable  Alfred.  How  dreadful  to  have 
all  my  own  family  unite  againft  mfe  !  and 
for  what  offence  in  me?  For  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  many  perfections  of  one  of  the 
beft  of  men,  and  the  one,  who  but  a  few 
■weeks  before,  both  my  father-  and  mother 
declared  they  would  give  me  to,  in  pre- 
ference to  all  others.  Am  I  the  only  one 
of  my  race  who  is  poffeffed  of  conftancy  of 
opinion  ? 

I  muffonow  leave  oft.  1  dick  intend 
coming  to  you  this  day,  notwithftanding 
the  heat  of  the  weather;  but  I  am  pre- 
vented. My  mother  told  me  we  were  to 
have1  company  to  dinner :  and  what  <«lo 
you  think  fhe  added  ?  " I  wifh,  Elwina,you 
"  would  lay  afide  that  drefs.  I  do  not 
"  like  to  fee  you  in  mourning."  I  beg- 
ged to  be  exepfed:  I  could  not  in  de- 
cency put  it  off.  Nor  could  I  help  fay- 
H  5  ing> 
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ing,.  with  a;  tear  ftarting  into  .nay  eye, 
*'  You,  madam,  have  given  me  fufficient 
•**  cawfe  to  have  a  mourning  hewtj 
''why  then  may  not  my  outward  habit 
"  correspond  with  the  colour  of  my 
"  mind  ?" 


I  now  can  tell  you  why  my  mother 
-wilhed  me  to  appear  in  colours  to-day  $ 
the  difagreeable  Sir  Thomas  K  ■  dined 
here  j  our  odious  cabinet  dinners  have  be- 


gun ugarn. 


I  fcarcely  opened  my  lips  during  the 
dinner.  He  fat  next  me,  and  took  abun- 
dance of  pains  to  render  himfelf  agreeable. 
In  the  deffext  there  were  melons  j  and  he 
fancies  no  one  cuts  up  a  melon  equal  to 
himfelf.  He  offered  me  a  piece ;  and,  on 
my  refufing  him  (you  know  it  is  a  fruit  I 
never  eat),  he  faid,  he  recollected  I  refufed 
him  laft  year.  I  looked  at  him,  and  as 
I  wilhed  to  repay  him  fome  fcorn  for  the 

ill- 
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ill-timed  'gallantry  he  had  pferfecuted  me 
with  the  whole  dinner  time,  I   anfwered  j 
"  I  am  very  fteady  in  my  tafte  as  well  as 
«*  fentiments ;  what  1  have  once  refufed, 
•"  I  never  accept."    He  plainly  uriderftood 
me,  and  fo  did  my  brother,  who  feemed 
all  attention  to  each  word  I   uttered.     I 
fancy  but  little  that   I  faid    pleafed   him. 
Thank  Heaven,  as  there  were  no  ladies,  my 
mother  made  the  motion  for  quitting  the 
room  very  early.      The  bold  Baronet  at- 
tempted to  take  my  hand,  but  I  prevented 
him,  and  even  longed  to  repel  his  free- 
dom  left   gently  thaia  I  did.     However, 
he  wnifpered,    "  1  (hall  beg  a  difh  of  cof- 
<c  fee  in  the  drawing-room  before  I  go."  I 
bowed  (lightly-     My  mother  called  to  me, 
for  I  wasreally  tripping  up  to  my  own  room. 
:&he' had  likewife   noticed  my   reply  to  Sir 
Thomas,    and  chid   me  very  unkindly  I 
thdught,  and  I  could  notreftrain  my  tears 
nor  remonftrances.     My  eyes  ftill  (hewed 
I  had   been   weepmg    when    Sir  Thomas 
Came  upY    I  difcovered  a  fcheme  in  this 
H    6  .diredly. 
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dire&ly.  :  He  appiroaGhcdime*withan  air, 
he  meant  to  be  tender,  and  with  a  foftened 
voice  inquired  to  what  caufe  my  deje&iori 
was  owing.  I  felt  a  ftrong  inclination  to 
fay,  "  Thou  art  the  man  !"  My  mother 
faid  fomething  which  too  plainly  proved 
we  had  had  an  altercation.  He  begged 
he  might  be  mediator. — I  refufed  his  iri- 
terfereijct- — afluring  him  he  had  nothing 
to  do  between  my  mother  and  me.  I 
rang  for  coffee,  and  kept  the  fervant  in  the 
room  till  fome  gentlemen  came  in :  and 
I  -prevented  his  coming  near  me,  by  plac- 
ing-myfelf  quite  in  the  corner  oftheroorri, 
and  the  table  being  a  pretty  large  one  kept 
him  off  admirably.  Nor  would  I  fuffer 
the  fervants  to  remove  it  when  the  tea  and 
coffee  were  done  with,  as  I  called  for  my 
netting-box.  My  induftry,  and  the  work 
I  was  about,  called  forth  many  choice  witti- 
cifms  from  the  men :  which,  however,  I 
am  not  going  to  treat  you  with  :  they  were 
too  much  in  the  common-place  ftylej  fuch 
as  nets  to  en/nare  hearts,  thief-nets,  and  a 
7  thoufand 
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thoufend  of  thefe  kind  of  nothings*  that 
ferve  no  other  purpofe,  than  to  fatigue  the 
hearers,  and  fliew  the  white  teeth  of  the 
fpeakers. 

Oh,  how  happy  was  I  when  they  were 
gone  I  And  then  I  told  my  mothe*"*  * 
really  could  bear  no  more  chiding  this 
evening;  and  I  hafted  up  to  my  pen -,  to 
relieve  my,  anxious  mind,  by7  venting  its 
farrows  to  my  beloved  Nf.a.na.. 

Do  come  to-morrow,  if  yoy  can,  or 
fend  to  me  to  pafs  the  day  with  you. 
Jenny  will  carry  this  to  you,  and  1  {hall 
bid  her  wait  till  you  have  perufed  it. 

It  is  full  late  to  fend  heri  but  Ihe  wiJJ 
get  one  of  the  gardeners  to  accompany 
her.  She  is  now  waiting.  Adieu,  my 
ever  dear  friend ;  I  know  your  gentle 
heart  feels  moft  keenly  the  griefs  of  your 

ELWINA, 
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To  the  Jame. 

OH!  my  dear,  dear  friend,  the  evil 
I  dreaded  has  in  part  fallen  upon 
fne  !  I  told  you  yefterday  all  my  fears,  left 
Alfred,  my  dear  Alfred,  and  my  headitrbne; 
brother  mould  meet,  and  a  quarrel  be  the 
confequence.  Oh,  Maria  1  lamjufttold 
that  there  has  been  a  rencontre  between 

my  Alfred  and  Sir  Thomas  K .   You 

may  be  certain,  from  the  quarter  I  heard 
it,  all  the  fault  was  Alfred's.  I  will  hot, 
cannot  believe  it-:  I  am  fure  the  affront 
was  firft  given  to  him.  Thank  Heaven 
(oh,  on  my  knees  have  I  offered  my  ac- 
knowledgments  to  Heaven),  there  is  no 
mifchief  on  either  fide.  Even  his  adver- 
faries  could  not  avoid  doing  him  juftice  in 
his  conduct  during  the  duel.  But  this  fa- 
tal bufinefs  has  made  all  matters  worfe. 
My  brother  told  my  father  in  my  prefence, 

"If 
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."  If  he  did  not  now  efpoufe  the  caufe  of, 
"  his  friend,  he  mufl:  no  longer  confider 
"  him  as  his  fon  :  he  fhould  fcparate  him- 
tc  felf  totally  from  the  family,  and  never 
"  be  an  inmate  of  the  houfe  again." 

"  Good  God !"  cried  my  father,  "  I  be- 
"  Heve  you  will  kill  me  -between  you, 
"  What  a  world  it  is  !  Nothing,  but  dtf- 
"  fenfion  in  every  part  of  it  :  and  now  my 
Cf  own  family  are  all  at  variance.  One 
"  pulling  one  w^y,  one  another.  You 
"  fay,  you  will  renounce  your  family,  un~ 
cc  lefs  1  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  yow  friend*; 
"  and  your  filler  will  be  ready  to  renounce 
c<  her  family,  if  I  do  :  for  Heaven's  fake 
"  find  fbme  middle  way  by  which  I  may  con- 
"  duct  myfelf  j  I  am  more  l  than  ha,l,fdif- 
"  traded !" 

"  She  may  act  as  fhe  pleafes  j  but  by"— r- 
and  moft  irreverently  he  fwore,  "  I  fhall 
t(  ftill  retain  my  refolution  of  giving  you 
"  all  up." 

?  Did 
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Did  you  ever,  Maria,  hear  fuch  info- 
lence  to  a  father,  fo  much  too  good  as 
his  has  been  ? 


ct  Heaven  forbid,"  I  cried,  with  forhe 
emotion  1  could  not  fupprefs,  »f  that  I 
***  mould  renounce,  or  be  renounced  \  All 
"  I  prefume  to  requeft  is,  that  I  may  not 
-"  be  perfecuted  with  the  addrefies  of  a 
'"-  man  whom  I  fhould  have  refufed,  even 
**  if  my  heart  had  been  difengaged  j  I  have 
«  repeatedly  faid,  I  will  never  marry  with- 
-■**  out  my  father's  confent,  or  unlefs  I  am 
"  driven  to  it  as  my  laft  refource." 

tf  All  this  is  pretty  jargon,  to  be  fure," 
faid  the  unnatural  creature,  "  about  hearts, 
u  ferfecutionSy  addrejfes,  and  loft  refources  j 
"great  perfecution,  to  be  prevented 
"  from  marrying  a  beggarly  fellow  in  a 
"  red  coat,  who  thinks  himfelf  intitled, 
<*  on  the  prefumption  of  wearing  a  cock- 
"  ade,  to  be  impertinent  to  gentlemen." 

««  When- 
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u  Whenever,  Sir/'  faid  I,  addreffing 
myfelf  to  my.  father,,  "  you  (authorize  that 
"  illiberal  man,  whom  I  blufh  ta  call 
"  brother,  to  ufe  fuch  language  before  me  ; 
;"  you  will  ejccufe  my  remaining  ki  the 
*c  Jame  room*"  On  which  I  went  up  to 
r#y  own  chamber,  hoe  Jfoall  I  go  down 
when  I  can,pbfilbly  avoid  it. 

•Thus,  .my   dear  Maria,  is ■•  your  poor 

friend  fituated.      I  beg  of  Heaven  that 

thefe  diflenfions  in  our  family  may  ceafe  j 

and  wi(h,  as -my  poor  deluded  father  fays, 

-Jo'me  middle  way 'may   be  found  imtt  or  I 

i  know  not  to  what  extremities   they  may 

'drive  me.     When  I  have  a  tetter  from  my 

Alfred,  I  will  either  fend  or  carry  it  to 

you.     I  long  to  have  a  little  converfatmn 

that  is  more  congenial  to  my  foul  than 

what  has  parTed  lately. 

My  mother  has  juft  been  in,  and  told 
me  it  has  been  propofed   from  my  fitter 

G ,  that  I  fhould  fpend  a  few  weeks 

with 
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with  her.  But  I  anfwered,  "  I  could 
"  forefee  no  good  intended  me  in  that  vifit, 
"  as.it  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lord 

"  T ;     and    in    all    likelihood     Sir 

"  Thomas  was  to  be  their  frequent  gu^ft, 
'*  which  would  infallibly  oblige  me  to 
*f  purfue  meafures  that  were  at  prefent  fb- 
tc  reign  to  my  intentions,  and  which  I  hop*d 
"  I  Ihould  never  be  forced  to  fly  to,  as  a 
<c  remedy  againftufurped  authority."  How 
r»y  refufal  will  be  taken,  I  know  not,  tout 
I  will  not  go,  I  am  refolvedy  let  What 
witt  be  the  confequence.  My  dear  Ma- 
ria^ Lnow  languid  for  your  fweet  confol- 
ing  company  more  than  ever..  William 
will  take  this,  to  you;  do  fay  you  will 
come  to  your  faithful  and  afflicted 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     LXXXVI. 

Alfred  to  Elwina. 

MY  be  ft,  my  only  love,  I  feel  im- 
patient to  vindicate  myfelf  in 
your  eyes,  for  appearing  fo  carelefs  of  a 
life  you  honour  with  taking  fuch,  a .fender 
interefl  in.  But  I  know  you  love  me  too- 
well  to  wifli  me  to  hold  it  on  any  other 
terms  than  that  of  a  man  of  honour,  Afid 
I  much  rather  would  have  had  the  tears 
of  my  Elwina  flow  over  the  cold  body,  of 
her  faithful  Alfred,  than  call  a  blufli  on  her 
cheek  for  having  loved  a  man  who  .proved 
himfelf  a  fcoundrel. 

I  know  not  how  the  tran faction  has  been 
related  to  you  j  I  hope  in  no  manner  that 
reflects  on  my  conduct ;  I  have  witneffes 
of  it,  and  of  the  moft  refpectable   kind. 

Sir  Robert  B did  me  the  honour  of 

attending  me  to  the  field]  and  his  word  muft 

be 


164        THfi     S  CHO'Ot 

be  believed,  if  I  could  be  thought  capa- 
ble of  giving  a  partial  account. 

I  paid,  my  deareft  Elwina,  the  utmoft  at- 
tention to  your  charge,  to  avoid  each  circum  - 
ftance  of  quarrel,  if  poflible.  I  told  you 
how*  much  1  would  bear  for  your  fake  and 
peade  fake ;  but  that  I  could  go  no  flep 
farther.  On  '  Tuefday  morning  I  was  on 
guard  in  Hyde-park  ;  and  in  the  evening, 
while  ftill  on  duty,  I  was  walking  with 
Captain  L of  the  fame  corps,  look- 
ing at  the"  variety  of  company,  which  the 
noVelty  of  a  camp  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London  brings  every  night  to  the  roll- 
call,  and  to  hear  the  mufic.  I  did  not 
fee  your  brother  and  Sir  Thomas  K 
till  they  were  clofe  upon  me.  I  bowed 
to  both,  and  fpoke  to  your  brother.  I 
declare,  upon  my  honour,  I  did  this,  that 
he  might  not  fuppofe  I  felt  any  refent- 
ment  againft  him.  His  return  was  as  dif- 
tant  as  poflible.  The  Baronet  took  off 
his  hat;  and  looking  in  my  face  with  a 

fuper- 
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fupercilious  air,  fung  a  line  from  Shaken 
fpeare's  Jubilee. 

He  wou'd  be  a  foldier,  the  fvveet  Willy  O. 

Happily  the  remembrance  of  H k, 

who  challenged  a  man  for  looking  at  his 
red  flock,  juft  ftruck .  in  my  mind ;   and 
as  I  certainly  mould  not  have  quarrelled 
with  a  flranger  for  finging^any  thing  he 
pleafed,  I  was  determined  not  to,  take  nor- 
tice  of  this  behaviour  in  him.     I  therefore 
continued    walking.        Afterwards,     my 
frjend,  Sir  Robert  B-^-^-  joined  me  j  and 
we  were  in  converfation  at  the  entrance 'of 
my  marquee,  when  the  gentlemen  pafTed- 
again  :   they  both  flopped,  when  they  had 
got  a  few  paces  from  us,  and  fixing  their  , 
eyes  full  upon  me,  burft  forth  into  a  fit  of 
laughter.   Though  piqued,  becaufe  I  knew 
they  wifhed  to. oblige  me  to  begin  a  quarrel, 
I  ftill  commanded  myfelf  ■,  ftill  your  dear 
image,  my  Elwina,  and  the  dread  of  confe- 
quences  to  you,  kept  my  indignation  from 
breaking  out.     They  flood  ftill  fome  mo- 
ments :  Sir  Robert  B — ., —  afked  me  "  If 

<c  I  knew 
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ctI  knew  -who  thofe  very  merry  gentle- 
«(  men  were  ?"-  I  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive. He  obferved  it  was  very  Angular  be- 
haviour.  u  I  wonder,"  faid  he, te  wharthey 
"mean  by  it."  "  I"  am  more  than  half 
{f  inclined,"  I  anfwered,  "  to  afk  them ; 
<f  and  if  I  forbear,  it  is  in  confideration  of 
"  one  dearer  to  me  than  life."  I  then  in- 
formed him  who  they  were,  and  the  feafon 
1  had  to  believe  they  meant  to  affront  me, 
and  the  caution  I  was  determined  to  ufe; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  faid  I  would  not  put 
up  with  much  more  provocation.  How- 
ever, they  foon  after  walked  off  to  another 
part  of  the  camp,  and  I  did  not  follow 
them. 

The  next  day  I  had  promifed  to  meet 
Sir  Robert  at  the  fword-blade  coffee-houfe, 
and  he  was  to  take  me  home  to  dine  with 
him.  I  got  there  before  him,  and  taking 
up  a  newfpaper,  I  faw  fome  lines  which 
attracted  my  notice;  I  took  out  my 
pocket  book,  and  was  writing  them  with 

my 
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my  pencil,  thinking  .you  woul^like.to-fee 
thern^j,  While  I  was  thus  employed,  the, 
infeparables.  came  in,  and~wa|ked  up  im- 
mediately to  the  box  where  I  was  fitting.- 
Though  it  was  extremely  evident  what^ 
was  my  employment,  Sir  Thomas  very* 
rudejy  fnatched  up  the  paper;  or  rather 
while  he  was  in  the  act,  I  laid  rayvhan4, 
gently  on  it,  and  told  him, ,  jn a  minute  or. 
two  it  (hould  be  at  his  fervice  ;  at  prefent 
it  was  in  mine.  He  fwore,  "  by  G —  I 
"  had  always  the  advantage  of  being  be- 
"  forehand  with  him."  I  finifhed  the 
lines,  and  then  prefented  the  paper  to  him,, 
which  he  tofled  away  with  an  air  of  difdain, 
and  ordered  the  waiter  to  bring  him  an- 
other. Finding  my  offer  refufed  fo  un- 
gracioufly,  I  refumed  it  again,  looking 
over  the  paragraphs.  He  began  a  con- 
verfation  with  your  brother  and  another 
gentleman  who  came  in,  about  the  late 
riot  j  and  the  eclat  the  officers  aflumed  on 
the  occafion  of  being  called  in.  On  the 
ftrariger's  obferving  the  crowds  which  the 

camps 
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camps  brought  up  to  town,  and  the  va- 
riety of  aflbciations  -, — ,f  Oh,  yes,"  faid  Sir 
Thomas,  "  every  little  jackanapes  is 
*c  now  ambitious  of  mounting  a  cockade  to 
"  look  fmart  in  the  eyes  of  their  charmers, ' 
*'  and  are  foolifh  enough'  to  fancy  a  'red- 
"  coat  and  fword  will  make1  them  gehtle- 
«f  men.  It  is  difficult  even  to  get  a  feat 
'*'  in  a '  coffee- houfe,  or  a  newfpaper  from 
"  fome  of  thefe  military  heroes."  I  laid 
down  the. paper,  and  gave  him' a  look,  for 
which  I  would  difown  my  eyes  for  ever,  if 
they  conveyed  '- not  all  the  contempt  and 
indignation  I  felt.     At  that  inftant  of  time 

i  i- 

Sir  Robert  B came  into  the  room  : 

your  brother's  Baronet  faw  him  not^  He 
demanded  what  I  meant  by  that  damned 
impertinent  glance  at  him.  "  To  fhew," 
faid  I,  coolly,  £f  that  I  both  underftand 
"and  defpife  your  behaviour  of  laft  night 
"  and  this  morning.  It  Is  not  from  the 
"  eclat  of  my  cockade  and  red  coat,  that  I 

"  tell  Sir  Thomas  K ,  by  birth  and 

"  fentiments  I  am  much  his  fuperior  ■,   and 

"if 
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"  if  he  again  prefumes  on  his  newly  -ac- 
4i  quired  dignity  to  treat  me  in  a  manner 
"  unbecoming  my  <:hara£ter,  I  ihall  chaf- 
<c  tife  his  infolence." 

*{  Very  pretty  !"  he  fwore>  <{  very  pretty, 
«  that  men  of  his  confequence  fhould  be 
"  bullied  by  fuch  infignifkant  fellows  !" 
«'  If  you  have  any  thing  further  to  fay  to 
cc  me,"    I  replied,    <(  you  know  where  to 
Xf  find  me."     On  which  I  took  the  arm  of 
my  friend  B.  and  left  the  coffee- houfe  im- 
mediately.     I    propoftd   going    back   to 
camp  early  in  the  evening.     Sir  Robert 
accompanied  me,  together  with  his  Lady 
and  filler.     My  fervant  gave  me  a  letter 
which,  lie  faid,  required  an  immediate  an- 
fwer.     I  opened  it,   and  found  a  formal 
challenge  from  K.  for  the  next  morning 
early,  in  Kenfmgton  gravel- pits.    The  let> 
ter  informed  me  where  he  fhould  be  four*! 
to  fettle  preliminaries.     I  took  Sir  Robert 
afide  and  fhewed  him  the  contents.     As 

we. had  difcufTed  the  matter  together,  we 
■  i>  ■  ■ 

Vol.  III.  1  w;re 
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were  neither  of  tis  furprifed  at  the  invita- 
tion -,  which  I  own  I  was  glad  to  accept  of. 
1  propofed  out  going  directly  to  the  Mount 
Coffee-houfe,  from  whence  the  billet  was 
dated.  We  excufed  ourfelves  to  the  La- 
dies, putting  them  under  the  protection  of 
fome  officers  of  their  acquaintance,  anti 
proceeded  to  the  Mount.  There  every 
thing  was  prefently  adjufted,  and  pTftots 
were  to  be  the  weapons.  I  told  your  bro- 
ther I  was  happy  in  his  not  being  a  prin- 
cipal in  the  affair,  as  I  fhould  have  been 
fttry  to  lift  my  arm  againft  one  fo  nearly 
allied  to  the  moft  amiable  of  women.  "  I 
"  am  as  much  your  enemy,  notwithftand- 
"  irtg,  as  Sir  Thomas  is,"  was  hrt  aufwer. 

As  we  returned,  Sir  Robert  B.  told  rhe; 
he  thought  I  had  better  fettle  any  accounts 
I  might  have  left  unfinifhed.  I  replied,  "  I 
"never  left  any  thing  of  that  kind  to  K 
"  done  in  a  hurry — that  all  my  wdrtdfy 
"  affairs  had  been  long  fettled— and  he 
"  faw  I  had  not  fought  this  rencontre? 
I  «'  though 
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_"  though,  it  was  ifflppflTible  to  avo^d  \t" 
;\ybcn.,I.Jwas  left  to  myfelf,  1  own  to  you, 
my, beloved  Elwina,  your  idea  ruined,  fp 
itrongly  on  my  mind,  that  I  walked  about 
ray  tent  in  ap  agony. I  can  fcarcety  exprefs. 
|  told  Sir  Robert  all  my  ^prldty .  affairs 
were  fettled ;  and-fc  tbey  were,  a^  to  mak- 
ing my  WJUj  whicji  I.  did  within  the  week 
of  my  -dear  mother's  dieath.  .^When  I  loft 
hery  there  was  but  one  ^n  the  world  to 
whom  I  had  a  with  tO( leave  any  things 
butthat  thatch  might  fuffer  fron}  the  event 
of  the  next  morning,!  could  neither  mitigate 
or  prevent.  „  I  implored  Heaven  to  fortify 
your,  mind  and  render  it  happy, ;  and  then 
difpofe,  of  me  asjrit  thought  fir.  I  wen£ 
to  bed ;  but  the  agitation  and,  conflict  of 
my  mind  between  ^flection  for  you  and  re- 
sentment againft  my  adyeriary,. prevented 
mc  from^  clofipg  my  eyes..  When  fhe 
Horfe-guard  cloak  {truck  four  I-  rofe#  and 
dre$ed  myfelf  for  the  appointment.  I  feat 
iny  fcfvantjp.fhe  place  where  Sir  E.oberr 
^omifed  to  meet  me,  and  then  I  proceed- 
I  2.  ed 
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«d  to  him  j  we  met^  and  walked  together  to 
the  ground.  I  had'requefted'th'e'fur^eoii 
of  our'regiment  to  follow  at  feme  diftariee. 
It  was  a  fatisfacYion  to  me  to  be  the  flrft 
at  the  appointed  fpot.  We  waited  ten  mi- 
nutes; the  time  feemed  Very  long  ;°for  t 
believe  I  took  out  my  watch  above  a 
dozen  times.  1  was  going  to  intrtift  Sir 
Robert  with  a  tender  adieu  for  rhyElwina, 
in  cafe  I  was  deftined  to  behold  her  ho 
more  :  but  the  found  of  your  loved  name 
died  on  my  lips.  At  laft  the  opponents 
arrived.  Very  little  time  was  neccfiary"'; 
the  ground  was  marked,  the  piftols  exa- 
mined, and  a  guinea  tofTed  up  to  decide 
who  mould  (land  the  fhft  fire.  As  ft  proved, 
it  was  my  chance  to  give  it.  I  fired,  and 
the  ball  took  off  a  fmall  part  of  his  hat. 
He  returned  it  immediately,  and  my  left 
fhoulder  was  juft  marked  with  his  ball 
grazing  along  the  point  of  it.  I  then  de*- 
fired  Sir  Robert  to  afk  him  if  he  was  fatis- 
fied  ?  "  No,  fire  away,  and  be  damned," 
cried  he.  On  which  I  difcharged  my  fe- 
2  cond 
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epnd  pjj&ol  in  .i;he  air.  He  (aid  he  was  con- 
futed, and  difl  nptqbferve  my  proceeding^ 
but  let  that  be  as  it  may,  he  directly  fired  on 
aJcvel  wkh  me,  though  his  agitation  and  paC- 
%>,n  c&yfed  him  to  mifs  me,  fo  that  I  receiv- 
ed no  injury.  The  feconds  now  thought  we 
ha*d  _done  enough  j  and  Sir  Thomas  ac- 
knowledged I  had  acted  very  honourably, 
and  jity,  a  gentleman.  I  declared  myfejjf 
very.jwjellfatisiied  with. this  concefllon;  and 
fo  we  parted  very^ivilly  on  all  fides.  Thisr. 
my  beloved  Elwina,  is  the  ftrict  truth 
of  the  commencement  and  conclufion'of 
our ,  rencontre.  I  know  not  what  mif- 
reprefentatlon  may  have  been  made,.  Jam 
hagpy  to  fee  by,  the  papers,  thai:  jthe  duel 
is  laid  to  be  in  confequence  of  forne  poli- 
tical altercation.  I  ffyould  have' been  dif- 
treiTed  beyond  every  thing  had  a  lady  been 
alleged  as  the  caufe,  as  then  the;  narrte 
of  my\adofed'r  Efwina  might  have:  been 
brought,  forward;  which,  could  not  have 
wounded  your  delicacy  more  than  my  feel- 
ings'. 

I  3  Will 
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Will  you  permit  me  to  wait  upon  you, 
my  beloved  Elwina?  I  muft  Ut  you.  If 
you  think  it  would  be  improper  to  come  to 
your  houfe,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  ex- 
pecting that  happinefs  at  our  Maria's. 
She,  I  doubt  not,  will  allow  me  to  pafs  an 
hour  or  two  with  my  foul's  treafure.  Let 
me  have  the  comfort  of  a  line  or  two  under 
your  dear  hand.  I  cannot  know  one  mo- 
ment's peace,  till  I  am  affured  from  you 
that:you  are  not  difpleafcd  with  me. 

-litis  letter  was  written  for  your  in$*ftUffl 
alone ;  yet  if  you  think  it  will  remove  any 
prejudiceragainft  the  partiality  you  ifo' kind- 
ly feel  for  Trie,  an^whirh  wrwfeems  un- 
ple'afing  to  your  father  and  mother,  you  have 
my  free  permiflion  to  fhew  it  to  them. 
.Adieu,  my  deareft  Elwina ! 

J  am'for  ever  mod  affectionately 
and  faithfully  yours,. 

ALFRED. 

LET- 
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Elwina  tq  Alfred, 

THAT  Heaven  has  protected  my  Al- 
fred, is  an  unceafing  call  upon'Elwi- 
na  for  praifes  arid  tharikfgivings.  :  I;  feel 
my  obligation  to  you  too  for  > your. great 
forbearance;  fo  provoked,  you  could  -not 
a&  otheYwife".  I  took  'your  advice— nay, 
as  a  proof  of  the  coincidence' of  ;our  opinio 
onis,  I  had  determined  to  (hew  your  letter 
fefefdrt- 1  difcovettd your perraiffiontodo fo. 

Alfred,  I  muftfay  your  adversaries,  ha£ 
dttne  yoti  juftice  j'  that  is,  I  plainly  perr 
tef^ed*  the  fault  was  theirs,  aacl- yet  >  they 
feem  altdg«ther  aB  much  diffatisfiecj  as  &#r 
foTe,  perhaps  beqaufe  they  Jind  yqur.^ou- 
rage  equal  to  your  other  good,  qualities. 
I  think  your  letter,  however,  "has  done  no 
differvice  to  our  caufe'.  I  enforced  ytJur 
requeft  of  oeihg  permitted  to  wait  on  me*. 

I  4  at 
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at  home;  and  I  have  the  happirlefs  to  tell 
you,  Jfyoti  can.  call-  te-moiTdw-or  frext  day 
weiballjbe  glad  to  fee  you.  That  is  tbc= 
mcfTage  from  my  father.  But  what  dors 
t'lwina  fay  ?  Oh  !.  how  fhall  1  be  able,  my 
Alfred,  to  behold  you,  without  the  utmoft 
emotions  of  mixed  delight  and  a  thoiifand 
namelefs  fenfations,  known  only  to  thofe 
who  feel  the  excefs  of  tendernefs  that  fills 
my  faithful  bofom  {  QK!  come  then*  my 
friend,  my  lover,  my  much  Joved  Alfred  ! 
corne !  and  if  pofiible,  infpire  my  father1 
with1  the  kind  of  regard  he  ought  to  kt\ 
forone  fo  amiable  \ 

Their  allowing  you  to  vifit  me  after 
forne  fharp  doings  on  all  fides,,  is  to  be  a 
happy  -prefage  that  we  fhall  gain  fome 
•points  over  them  between  us.  Hope  ft  ill 
cfceeb  me',  arid  I  encourage  it,  though  it 
may  be.  delufive. 

"  PsiiHiveiiope  flill  points  tefptHrc  good." 

Eat  it  ferves  to  fweeten  the  prefent,  by 

anticipating 
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agtwEgatibg  ftjtt  'more  delight.  •«  My  bo-;- 
fourth iljord  fits,  highly  on  my  bseaft." ' Qht ' 
m^y^  it  :be  a  blefTed-  prOgnoftiG  of  perma-^ 
neat  felicity  to  my  Alfred  and,  his  fs&hfuln 

ELWINA. 
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EtwiNA  To  Maria'. 

OP  l«,  ray  Maria,  where  is  that  ple&gflg 
delufive  hope*  .which  I  ftfttt^e^^-q^r. 
felf  when  I  faw  yo\*  this  morning  !*>  My, 
overbearing  brother  has  undone  ■every 
thing.  How  tranfpomd  was  J  with  the 
more,  than  civil  reception,  my  Alfred;  me,»: 
wi|h  yefterday;j[*Otty;my  father^  a^fi  jioyi, 
pleafing.  muft  have  been  the  ideas  which 
accompanied  him  on  his  return  to?  town } 
I  find  Clodio  met  him>  happily  n>y  bro^ 
ther  was  in  his-  chatiot,  fo  could  have  no 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  him.  But  he 
cirae-  in -quite ,  in  a  heat  of  paffton,  a nd 

J  5  fiew 
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flewoutinofl:  ind<x:tatly:befofc:theXexirja&^ 
on  my  father's  fliimefal  weakness  and  ho* 
gtedtof  his  children's  happinefa  aad  ad- 
vantage* 

He  infifted  on  his  being  forbidden  the 
5ncmfe ;  and* if  i  did  not  prouiife  never  tcr 
have  any  future  intercourfe  with  him,  he 
imprecated  the  bittereft  wifhes  on  my  head. 
He  was  in  fa  great  a  fury,  that  I  really  was 
fearful  of  irritating  him,  as  I  knew  not 
wherher:  fee -would  aot  Aiave  beaten  me, 
and  then  I  know  my  father  would  haveoin- 
teriere'd,   which  might  have  been  produc- 
tive vof  fatal .  confequences.    But  nature 
tnuft: have  vent  fome  way,  tand  fupprefl&ng 
injt  ipeech,  threw  me  into  a  ftate  of  foflfoca- 
tio»,  arid  brought  on  a  violent  iryfteric  fit, 
which  the  cruel  author  of  my  affliction 
fneered  at  as  a  woman's  artifice.     How- 
ever, it  anfwered  this  good  purpofe,  I  was 
taken  out  of  the  room.    But  why  do  I  fay 
good  purpofe  ?  As  it  gave  him  more  oppor- 
tunity of  ftrengthening  my  father's  preju- 
dices} 
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dices;   or  rather,  I  may  fay,  f  he  availed 
MmfeJf  of  that  point  of  time  .tpwpfe  9n 
my  ftrther's  irrefolutiafl..! My  mother  ftaid 
in   the  room  by  way  of  mediatrix :   by 
which  means  I  learnt  what  had  been  doing. 
My  father,  too  condefcendingly  to  his  im- 
perious fon,  fought  "to  juftify  his  conddct 
1  by  the  moderation  Alfred?had  fhewn>v-<and 
the  ready  acquiefoence  with  which*  herpno- 
mifed  to  wait,  till  fome  favourable  ©ppef&i- 
nityof  turn  of  fortune  fliould  enablehim, 
to  fupport*me  withbut  being  fefarthenftme 
to^  my  family.     "This  was  ringing  the 
changes  over  again,"  he  faid*  "  here  rto- 
"  thing  was  to  be  obtained.  £  Why  did  not 
"  my  father  at  once  do  as^he  ought,  and 
"tell  the"*  undutiful  difobedientereature, 
«*that  he  would  turn  her;out  of-  doors*  if 
"  lhe  did  not  give  him  up." 

**  She  isinot  difobedient,"  1  my  mother 
ventured  to  fay,  "they  have  <both>  renewed 
*«  their  promife  of  ijevewcnarrying  without 
"our  confetifc." 

1 6  "Then. 
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"  Then  be  would  be  curft,"  fye  fairfr 
«f  if  ever  they  had  it ;  fa,  we  might  as  well 
"  give  up  the  idea. of  ever  coming  toge- 
"  ther."  He  then  inveighedagainft  me,  my 
mother  faid,  in  a  raoft  ungentleman-like- 
manner,  and  fwore  he  hated  the  fightof  me, 
for  I  had  blafted  all  his  hopes*  This,  my 
mother  lays,  feemed  rather  to  have  efcape4 
him  unawares;  for  he  looked  even'fpite- 
fully  chagrined  at  having  thus  difcovered 
the  fecret  fpring  ef  his  rancour.  My  fa- 
ther couldnot  appeafe  him  by  any  means, 
but  by  giving  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  that 
Alfred  mould  no  longer  vifit  here  -,  but  he 
could  not,  he  faid,  prevent  my  feeing  or 
correfponding  with  him. 

Good  Heaven!  what  will  Alfred  thinfc 
of  this  variablenefs  ?  How  defpicable  fhalf 
we  appear  in  his  eyes  !  All  civility  to  him 
one  minute,  the  next  all  rudenefs,  and 
never  doing  juftice  to  his  merit. 


My  father  has  been  up  ilairs  to  me.  He 

faid 


faid  "We  had  ina.de  him,  from  the  happl- 
*'  eft,  the  mod  miferable  of  meji ;  that  all, 
(t  the  dignity  of  our  family  depended  on  his. 
"  keeping  terms   with   my  brother,    and. 
"therefore  he   had   bound  himfelf  by  a. 
"  moft  foiemn-oath,  never  to  give  or  leave 
ct  me  a  fhilliag  if  I  married  Alfred  j    rror 
f «  woodd  he  ever  fee  me  from  that  moment* 
f£  I  could  have  no  love  or  refpect  for  hini1 
"  if  I  could  not  conquer  my  inclination.. 
"  It  had  been  long  lince  he  had  beenal- 
M  lowed  to  have  any  himfelf.   He  had  lived 
'■*■  but  for  his  children,   and  they  betweea 
"  them  were  ftrivirrg  to  break  his  heart." 
His  tears  touched  me,  though  I  felt  very? 
keenly  the  cruelty  of  making  me  every 
way  the  facrirke  to  my  brother's  ill-na- 
tuifc  and  bafehefs  of  heart.   I  was  too  much, 
agitated  to  fpeak,  and  my  father  left  the 
room -quite  fobbing. 

Oh  Maria!  how  fhall  I  relate  this  to 
Alfred  ?  My  heart  is  burfting  with  grief> 
I  flow  fhall  be  a  beggar  indeed !   No^  I 

never 
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never  can  unite  him  to  fuch  d1ftrefs-»-I 
will  never  be  his,  urilefs,  by  Tome  means 
unforefeen  by  me  at  prefent,  we  fhould  be 
enabled  to  live  above  want.  Mediocrity 
would  content  me;  but  poverty  has  fd 
many  Tils  attending  it,  that'  I  fhould  be 
Iefs  wretched  in  giving  him  up,  than  to 
expofe  hirh  to  {hare  it  with  me.  Can  I 
fupprefs  the  agony  of  my  mind  to  talk 
calmly  of  giving  up  Alfred  ?  Oh  no,  Ma- 
ria !  I  cannot,  I  know  his  generosity,  "his 
tender  affection ;  and  I  feel  as  much  for 
his  diftrefs  as  my  own.  How  can  myfa- 
tfier  think  he  is  intitled  by  love  and  refpect 
to  fuch  a  facrifice  as  he  demands  from  me  ? 
But  it  is  not  to  him,  but  to  my  cruel  bro- 
thel- the  Tacrince  is  to  be  made.  The  dig- 
nity of  our  family!  Oh  !  my  good  God  ! 
would  to  Heaven  the  rage  of  making  a  fa- 
mily had  never  entered  my  poor  weak  fa- 
ther's brain  !  Then  this  gentleman  would  - 
not  have  been  a  man  of  fo  much  confe- 
rence. 

Jenny 


Je»a.y  fftj^  he  i§  fo  engaged  fyecspi'fel 

wi^  not  go  to  Mrs*  G s.  Heiwore  if£he 

ha4  me  therej  if  I  could  not  live,r  I&auld 
4Je  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  K.  I  fancy 
he  would  be  foiled  at  his  own  weapon  in 
that  particular.  However  he  ihall :  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  per/ecuting  me  out 
of  this  houfe;  for  if  I  do  leave  it,  it  will 
not  be  to  go  thither.  Yet  what  do  I  rave 
a.bosut  ?  Indigent  as  I  now  aim,  what  could 
Ido  if  I  was  forced  from  my  father's,  hpufe 
tar  their  united  ill  treatment?  And  what 
room  for  cenfure  fhould  I  give  the.  world  ? 

I  mjuft  write  to  Alfred  i  ano^  yet  I  £n.ow 
not  in.  what  words  to  convey  this  laft  fatal 
intelligence.  It  is  refining  on  torture ;  fqr 
Lam  convinced  his  dear  affectionate  .heart 
isnthis  moment  planning  a  thoufand  little 
fijhemes  of  elegant  delight  in  future  for  his 
Elwina* 

Oh !  my  Maria,  let  me  intreat  you  to  go 
to  him-    It  will  be  much  better  than  my 

writing 
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wVitirig  at  prefent.     Say   all  your  gentle- 
heart  cap  fuggeft-  to  4bften  the  nfpeiity  of 
our  fortune-  tell  hrm  how  rnexpreffibly  dear 
he  is  toimej  and  will  ever  remain  j  but  thatr 
circtfrhftanced  as  I  am,  I  mould  do  him 
tfte'greateft  injury  to  become  hiirwife*" 
HoV  my  heirt  Meeds  for  the  artguifth  I 
ffrafl  ^lant  in  iiis.'  I  would  die  to  prove-* 
my  lofve  and  conftancy  to  turn ;  and  I  do 
prove  it,  in  thus  driving  to  tear  myfelf 
from  the  long  indulged  hope  of  being  kit* 
Tell  him  with  what  zeal  I  fwear  rleVelr  *» 
ceafe  loving  him.   And  if  eve*  either*  of  %tf 
fhould  be  in  poffeffion  of  an  income  to'fe^ 
cure1  fcs  from  wretched  want,  that  my  ha-nd 
Hiall  be  his  on  his'fkft  demand.     Burthac 
at  prefent  it  would  be  madnefi*  and  the 
height  of  folly.  No,  no,  we  muft  not  think 
of  it'.     Time  may  yet  have  fome  happy, 
hours  for  my  beloved  Alfred  and  his  faith- 
ful Elwina* 

Dearefl:  Maria,  yours  ever 
ELW1KA. 

LET- 
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Alfred  to  Elwina. 

"ARIA,  the  generous  excellent  Maria* 
has  juft  left  me  !  Oh  I  Elwina,  cat^ 
you  expect  any  thing  fhort  of  diftra<flioa 
from  your  Alfred,  after  he  has  been  inform- 
ed of  the  tranfactions  in  your,  family  ? 

Indeed  I  ftahd  in  need  of  all  the  refplij- 
tion  I  can  mufter  to  enable  me  to  bear  our 
misfortunes  like  a  reafonable  cjsature^ 
That  they  are  called  eur  misfoftune^, 
makes  them  (till  more  difficult  to.  be  fup- 
ported  i  that  you,  my  beloved,  Jhpuld  fuffer, 
ar^d  yopr  Alfred  not  be  permitted  to  fppth. 
your  diftrefs,  adds  tortures  to  my  fouj^ 
AJas  I  how  can  we  be  cenfured  for  placing; 
our  happinefs  in  wealth,  fjncethp  priyation 
of  that  mining  drofs  is  the  caufe  of  putf 
mifery  1  But  can  I  ever  forget  the  goodnefs 
of  our  amiable  Maria  I— "  The  addition," 
flie  faida  ec  which  the  dea-th  of  my  aunt  has 

lf  made 
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u  made  to  my  fortune,  I  have  devoted  to 
"  Elwina  on  my  demife ;  why  mould  I  wait 
"  till  a  time,  when  Ifhould  not  enjoy  the  de-r 
"  light  of  feeing  it  contribute  to  her  happi- 
"  nefs?  It  (hall  be  yours  from  this  mo- 
<c,  ment.  It  will  add  more  than  a  hundred 
"  a  year  to  your  income  j  and  let  me  have 
u  the  felicky  of  uniting  your  hands.  From 
"  our  confined  way  of  life  we  lay  up  mo- 
*<  ney  every  year;  and  when  death  has 
"taken  my  father  from  me,  I  will  refide 
"  with  you  and  our  dear  Elwina,  and  our, 
"joint  incomes  will  fupport  us  with  con? 
« teat,  if  not  affluence."  Oh !  my  beloved, 
Elwina,  what  a  friend  is  this !  But  ought 
we  to.  avail  surfelves  of  fuch  unexampled 
generofity  ?  I  doubt,  nay  am  fure  we  ought 
not.  I  feel  as  if  it  would  be  tafcingjad- 
vantagc  of  her  love  in  a  manner  that  would 
fefled  upon  ourfelves  difhonour  and  re- 
proach. Oh  my  foul's  treafure,  I  muft  not, 
I  dare  not  accept  your  hand  on  terms  that 
would  difgrace  my  feelings  as  a  man  !  Our 
joys  muft  not  be  poifoned  with  remorfe  or 

felf- 
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ftl££andemnariqn.  Thefe  fentirnehtsi  I 
Hope/  for  the  honour  of  human  nature,  are 
not  fmgular;  I  am  convinced  they  are 
yours.  r  Yet. '/.may  feel  more  fcruples.  on 
theocc^fion^thanjrhpft  other  men.  /,  whofe 
poverty  is7in  confequence  of  parental  difo^ 
bedience.  Oh  !  E-lwina,  when  I .  sefiscl: 
that  my  own  father  was  a  facrirke  to  the 
dying  curies  of  his,  "by  the  initigajdan  of 
an  unnatural  brother,  may  I  not  dread 
the  vin$y5tiv*enefs  of  youfs  will  work  on 
your  parents  to- load. you  with-  the  feme. 
AjV hat  wrath  from  Heaven  Should  I  then 
draw1,  on  my  guilty,  head  I ■>  I  fhudder  atf 
the  idea,  and  ibrink  like  a  coward  from 
the  danger  I  £bould  involve  her  in,  who i  is 
fearer,  tjo.  me  tha$  life  I 
!rA  <:alm  -acquiefcence  for  feme  time 
tpydiefe  .hard  meafures,  may  harmo* 
nize  the  hearts  which  feem  to  have  loft 
their  natural  affeftion..  By  a  little  fubsnif* 
fion  to;  their  hanfo  decrees,  we.  may  avert 
the- evil,  in  which  a  too  rafb  refotutiott 
might  otherwife  involve  us.    Let  us. then, 

•  for 
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for  fomc  months  at  reafr,  continue  to  che- 
rifh  in  our  l?ofams  the  hope  of  better  times. 
But  never  never  ceafc  to  love,  to  rememf 
Ber  each  other.  Believe  me,  my  Ehvina, 
it  is  the  excefs  and  fincerity  of  my  love 
that  enables  me  thus  to  refign  you'  for  a 
fittle  time  ;  that  when  it  lhall  pleafe  Hea- 
ven to  allot  us  the  fupremeft  happinefs  it 
can  beftoW,  no  bitter  reflections  may  arifc 
to  wound  bur  heafts,  and  leflTen  that  rational 
efleem  and  love,  which  cannot  fubfift  where 
either  has  forfeited  their  claim  to  probity 
and  honour.  How  would  the  peace  which 
I  look  forward  to  enjoy  with  my  Elwina, 
when  age  has  filvered  o'er  our  brows,  be' 
interrupted,"  if  we  could  charge  ourfelvet' 
with  fhortening  the  days:  of  thofe  to  whom 
my  belovecl  isf  indebted  for  her  being!  Oh! 
rib !  that  inward  re&itude,  that  peace  whitb 
goodnefs  bofoms'  ever,  would  flee  from  us. 
And  how  could  we  expect  love ;  and  'reve- 
rence in  our  offspring  ?  Thy  exqaifite  de- 
licacy, my  love,  would  fta'rtint6  mad rtefs  at' 
the  bare  idea.  Ifwe  are  not  happy,  my  loved 

Elwina, 
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"Eiwind,  wewilfcytft^eferve^tchbe  fe.  '"--Rfy 
truth,-  irfy5  fcbriftsaicyv  ^J- «»«  never  doufo& 
I-  reft  wiffr  the- fame  eoafidjeivie -tri  yotirs-j 
and  whej&!"&rttsne  puts' *t  in  my  ptfwery'.i 
*i4i  then  accept  its  greatelV'bleTingv-fsritii 
all  theHody -rapture  thata  dying  faint"  meets 
the  joy*  of  Heaveh  I1  Adieu,  thou  -befl: 
loved  of  women  1  while  life  rentfains- 1  wiH 
•be  moft  faithfully  yotff*. '■■■«  Wr  •  --^tftf  *}* 

A  LF  R  £  D, 


BETTER     3CC, 

!T<?  thejame* 

SINCE  I  faw  my  beloved,  I  ;have  had 
an  offer  of  going  abroad}  and  as,  in  onr 
late  converfatton,:  you  faid  you  tho'iglit'you 
Ihould  be  eafier  m  your  mind  if  fuch  a 
circumftance  was  to  happen,  I  am  leis 
fcrupulous  in  accepting  it. 

There5  are  Tome  companies  going  out  to 

relieve 
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Telieve-.tlw  different  jgatrifaatj  .*neti~fei& 
there  is  a  young  men  in  none  of  the  .cegi* 
ments  doftihed  fofoMiwM»c&>  wWouhadra** 
thenftay  at  hornet  j  He  is  a  lieutenant* 
and  for  a  trifle  of  naoneytl  can  get 'rack 
changed  into  his  corps.  1 1  mentioned;  it 
ibimy  friend  Sir  Robert^  and  he  highly 
(toihmctidil  my  ^refolution.  I  truft  your 
unnatural  brother  will  not  continue  to  oft 
you  f<i  t&itforthily,  when  the  hated  Alfred 
is  removed  from  the  pofiibility  of  feeing 
hisTjeloved  ElwinaT  T  mail,  by  f his'means 
too,  gain  rank,  and  may  fooner  get  atom* 
pany, tne  height  now  of  my  ambition,  fincc 
the  pay  of  a  captain  wouldenable  me  to  re- 
move you  from  a  family  that  no  longer 
affords  yoti  the  peaceful  afylum  it  ought.,  i 

Thecamps  will  break,  up  loon  ; ,  and.  the 
relief  is  ordered  for  .the  latter  end  of  .the 
year. 

As  I  am  forbid  to  fee  you  at  your  fa- 
ther's houfe,  I  think  it  fubje&ing  your 

charader 
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character  to  fo  much  indignity,  by  foliciting 
yoo-to  clandeftine  meetings,  that  my  fpirit 
recoils  at- it.  I  agree  then  with^you,  that 
an  honourable  abfence  is  lefs  afflicting 
than  the  difficulties  we  at  prefent  labour 
under.  But  then,  to  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  frequent  correfpondehcej  t|»at,  I 
own,  fills  me  with  the  greateft'  grief;  I 
fhall  fo  feldom  have  the  happineisof  hear- 
ing from  my  beloved:  yet  fhall  I  not 
know  that  I  am  ever  in  her  thoughts  ? 
That  lhe  lives  for  me  ?  and  that  -we  may 
yecindulge  die  dear  hope  of  one  day  be- 
ing united  ?  Oh  !  may  fuch  affurances 
cbfcer  our  hearts,  and  enable  us1  to  loofc 
forward  to  that  time,  when  remembrance, 
of  paft  troubles  will  endear  prefenf  delight! 
When  we  fhall  even  think  them  over-paid  ! 
Yes,  my  Elwina !  my  foul  feems  pft>- 
pteetie-;— we  fhall  yet  be  happy ! 
Yours  eternally, 

ALFRED. 
LET- 
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LETTER     XQ. 

E  lw  i  n  a    to     Alfred. 

MY  Alfred,  I  fee  your  good  fenfe 
and  propriety  in  every  a£tion  of 
your  life.  I  revere  you  as  much,,  if  pof- 
fible,  as  I  love  you  ;  and  I  will  emulate 
your  example.  Your  Elwina  {ball  prove 
fhe  has  a  foul  fit  for  a  foldier's  wife.  Go 
then,  Alfred,  where  thy  honour  calls  thee, 
and  may  the  God  of  battles  protect  thee! 
Qh,  may  his  flickering  arm  fuftain  you  in 
the  day  of  conflict,  and  may  his  righteous 
fpirk  enable  thy  Elwina  to  fupport  thy 
abfence !  Did  I  then  couniel  it  ?  Alas ! 
1  looked  on  it  at  a  diftance — what  am  I 
faying,  and  where  is  the  fortitude  I  ought 
to  aflume  ?  Oh,  my  Alfred,  for  one  mo- 
ment then  fuffer  the  weaknefs  of  a 
Woman  who  loves  like  me.  But  I  have 
faid   I  would   not  be   weak.     No,  I  will 

eon- 
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conquer  it. — Go  then,  my  hero.  Yet  dill 
think  of  Elwina  ;  ftill  let  her  image  acn 
company  you*— I  know  it  will,  and  in  this 
neceffary  abfence,I  fhall  have  no  other  grief 
to  combat  but  the  lofs  of  yon,  or  other 
fear  than  your  danger.  Oh,  on  your  fafe 
return  hangs  all  the  comfort  of  poor  Ij|« 
wina. 


My  generous,  kind  Maria  h£s  be^n  witfr 
me^  we  have  been  jointly  weeping*  over, 
yopr  letter,  andihe  has  moft  affectionately 
ftriven   to  ftrengthen  my   mind;  my*  ail; 
moft:  wavering  mind.     Yet  think  better  of 
me,  my  loved  Alfred,  than  that  I  could  be' 
fo  w?ak  as  to  hefitate  about  the  propriety^ 
of  your-  going   abroad.     No,  I  fee  it-*-4 
I  ackndwJedge  it— -I  counfdled  it— •I'tam*; 
Convinced;  it  is  for  the  befl:,-  and:I  will,  ira- 
deed   I  will,  reconcile  myfelf  tor  it.     I^dcr 
not  fprfomet  days  wifh  to  fee  you.     Iifliall^ 
fqon  be  bstcer  able  to  bear  the  thoughts  of 
parting  from  theobjeQ:  of  all  mf  hopes;' 
wifhes,    fears,    and    affections.        Adieu;  *• 

Vol.  III.  K  adieu. 
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adieu.:    Oh,  how  foon  fhall  I  fay  adieu, 
perhaps,  for  ever ! 

ELW  IN  A. 


LETTER     XCII. 

Alfred   to  Elwina. 

IW  I L  L  not  comment  on  my  loved 
Elwina's  letter,  as  I  doubt  I  fhould 
not  ftrengthen  your  mind  much,  by  telling 
you  the  effect  it  had  on  me.  I  made  a 
very  unfoldier-like  appearance  for  fome 
time  ; — but  courage,  my  deareft  girl,  all 
will  be  well  yet.  The  profped  of  war  to 
a  female  mind,  though  fuperior  to  moft 
of  her  fex's  weaknefs,  is  certain  to  infpire 
terrors  that,  are  allowable.  But  let  me 
jntreat  you  to  look  forward  to  the  hour  of 
our  meeting,  and  remember  that  hour 
will  approach,  and  the  felicity  of  it  will 
repay  our  feparation.  I  then  fhall  have 
done  fomething  to  deferve  Elwina.     You 

ufed 
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httd  to  fay  you  had-  a  Martial- /pint';  ex- 
ert it  then,  my  Elwina,  for  my  fake,'  as 
Weir  as  for  your  own.  I  (hall  be  but  half 
valiant  if  you  are  a  coward.  You  fee  how 
much  of  my  glory  depends  on  you-— let 
not  my  laurels  be  tarnifhed.  I  will  fee 
you  to-morrow,  and  do  not  let  the  hour  of 
parting  embitter  the  few  I^can  fpend 
with  you.  And  now  I  am  on  the  fubject, 
tell  me,  do  you  wifh  I  mould  take  leave 
of  you  ?  Can  you  fupport  with  firmnefs 
the. lad  look  ?  I  will  be  guided  by  you 
entirely.  To-morrow  will  not  be  the  laft 
time,  nor  probably  fome  time  yet. 
fhallrnoft  certainly  know  when  I  fee  you 
for  the  laft  time,  and  I  will  not  deceive 
you  into  the  belief  of  my  coming  again,  uri- 
kfs  you  particularly  defire  it  ;  but  I  think 
you  will  not  wifh  to  deceive  yourfelf ;  it  is  a 
proof  of  a  weak  mind,  to  avoid  one  evil  by 
running  into  a  greater.  Let  usmutualJy  for- 
get the  time  and  diftance,  with  every  other 
unpleafont  circumftanCe,  and  fix  Our  eyes 
and  thoughts  on  that  period  when  we  fhail 
K  2  meet 
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meet  to  part  no  more. ,,  But  to-morrow  I 
fhall  have  ^he  happiness ,  of  feejng  you — I 
will  fpend.the  day  at  Maria's.  The  chatty 
moon  wity  light  me  to  town. 

Adieu.   Ever  your  own 

ALFRED. 


L  E  T  T  E  R     XCIIL 
Elwina  to  Alfred. 

Bedford  SgUArjr 

GH,.  how  frightfully  do  the  hours  hurry 
on,  and  how  foon  will  the  day.  ar- 
rive of  my  taking  the  lafi  look  of  my  Al- 
fred— my  Alfred,  the  delight  of  my 
eyes,  the  fole  comfort  of  my  heart,  and 
llie  conftant  companion  of  my  waking  and 
fleeping  thoughts. 

It  is  a  great  indulgence  that  I  am  per- 
mitted to  be  in  town,  as  I  may,  by  that 
means,  fee  you  to  the  lateft  hour  before 

your 
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your  final  departure.  Yes-,  Vrry  Alfred, 
VOtr'ftxall  fee  with  what  fortitude  I  will  bid 
adieu  to  my  valiaAt  foldier.  My  reafon 
has  gained  a  viftory  over'  my  fenfibility, 
which  had  nearly  degenerated  intoweaknefs, 
and  would  have  rendered  me  unworthy  of 
Alfred's  efteem.  But  I  am  now  armed  for 
the  event,  and  I  will  nobly  fuftarn it.  I 
feel  fome  triumph  on  the  occafion  of  mak- 
ing this  facriflce  to  my  country  in  the  time 
of  fuch  threatening  danger.  I  have  given 
to  its  aid,  my  beft,  my  only  treafure ;  for 
take  rriy  Alfred  from  me,  and  I  am  foor 
indeed,  Adieu.  I  need  not  repeat  '«  Let 
"me  fee  you  as  often  as  you  can," 
Yours  for  ever, 

ELWINA. 


A 


LETTER     XCIV. 

Alfred    to     E  l  w  i  n  a. 

S  I,  crofifed  the  fquare  laft  night,  I 

turned  to  look  once  mo  re  at  the 

K  j  houfe 
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hoofe  that  contained  all  my  earthly  good. 
Oh,  my  Elwina,  a  laft  look,  how  int.ercfting 
it  is !  A  light  appeared  in  the  fecond  floor: 
I  raifed  my  eyes*—  my  God !  it  was  my 
lovely  Elwina's  chamber.  I  faw  you,  my 
heavenly  maid  j  you  approached  the  win- 
do  Wr—  I  faw  you  draw  your  dear  hand  acrofs 
vcur  eyes. .,  I  could  difcover  the  traces  of 
grief  on  your  loved  couutenance.  You  ftood 
ftill  as  if  looking  out.  Ah  !  was  not  Afr 
fred,  the  wretched  Alfred  in  your  thoughts? 
Yes,  I  know  he  was— your  bofom  heaved 
with  fighs—  -I  would  have  given  worlds  ro 
have  fpokento  you---I  was  almoft  tempted 
to  have  knocked  at  the  door.  Yei  why' 
i'ubjecT:  my  beloved,  as  well  as  myfdf,  to  a  re- 
petition of  the  agony  we  had  jufl:  overcome  ? 
Hardly  knowing  what  I  did,  I  took  up  a, 
fmall  pebble,  and  was  in  the  a6t  of  throw- 
ing it  up,  that  you  might  know  there  was 
fame  one  -below,  and  perchance  open  your 
window. — "  Stop,  ram  Alfred,"I  exclaimed, 
"  whom  are  you  going  thus  rudely  to  ex- 
«<  pofe  to  the  licentious  comments  of  the 

"  paflers 
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rt  paflsrs  by  ?  Amid  thy  own  fuffctings 
"  refpecV.the  objed  of  thy  love,  and  never 
"  fefk  to  draw  on  her  the  cenfure  of  her 
"  own  heart,  by  forcing  it  to  a£t  .unworthy- 
"  of  the  veneration  fhe  ought  to  infpite." 

I  leaned  againft  the  rails,  with  my  eyes 
fixed  on  the  adored  Elwina,  till  ihe  re- 
tired,  and  then  fought  out  my  foiitary 
lodging  in  a  frame  of  mind  "  that  beggars 
"  all  defeription."  The  chaife  foon  ar- 
rived, and T  threw  myfelf  into  it,  to  be 
carried  away  from  all  my  foul  holds  dear. 
This  was  a  ftruggle  indeed— but  it  is  over.' 
Heaven  reftore  your  comforts*  my  loved 
Elwina  !  You  will  never  be  abfent  from 
my  thoughts  j  they  will  for  ever  dwell  on 
thy  fweetnefs,   love  and  truth. 

I  will  write  to  you  by  every  opportunity, 
and  (hall  expeft  the  fame  fatisfaction  from 
you  :  your  letters  will  be  my  only  joy  and 
folace,  and  till  I  receive  frefh,  thefe,  which 
are'my  conftant  companions,  fhall  impart 
K  4  con- 
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confolation  to  my  heart,  as  they  contain 
fuch  proofs  that  I  am  dear  to  you.  Adieu, 
my  foul's  fondeft  hope !  I  am  now  going 
on  board.     Adieu,  adieu. 

Eternally  your  own, 

ALFRED. 


LETTER      XCV. 

Elwina  to  Maria. 

MARIA,  I  have  loft  him  !  Laft 
night  I  parted  from  Alfred  I 
Merciful  Heaven  !  perhaps  never  again 
to  bleft  my  eyes  with  viewing  his  loved 
face.  If  fo,  what  will  become  of  Elwina  ? 
How  mall  fhe  find  ftrength  to  fupport  her- 
felf?  Oh,  no,  rather  let  me  hope  that  I 
may  not  furvive  him. 

Now  will  my  inexorable  brother  be  at 
eafe.     He  has  driven   from   his  country 

and 
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artd;ffiends,  the  mbft  defending,  the  love- 
lffeft  of  frien,'  and  he  will  be  arifwerable  for 
ihe  confequenees. 

Alfred  came  early  in  the  afternoon.  He 
faid  he  had  paffed  two  hours  with  you.  He 
bleffed  you,  and  called  you  our  true,  our 
gemmus  friend,  and  told  me  how  teaderly 
he  had  recommended  his  loved  Elwina  to 
your  care.     We  fettled  the  mode  :of  our 

* 

correfpondence  j  and  I  gave  him  the  tooth- 
pick-cafe in  which  my  portrait  is  fet^  He 
received  it  with  a  tranfport  that  was.  too- 
much  for  words Oh  !    his  looks   I  czn 

•never  forget  ;  I  would  not  wifli'to  forget 
them.  I  really  behaved  moft  heroically—  I 
talked  fbmetimes  of  things  quite  foreign 
to  the  fad  purpofe  of  our  meeting  j  but  it 
was  imp'oflible  to  hold  it.  The  blow  was 
to  be  ftruc'k,  and  there  was  no  avoiding  it. 
The  hour  at  laft  arrived  that  was  to^eparate 
us.  I  ftruggled  for  refolution---Thank 
God  I  obtained  it  1 1  believe  I  was  hardly  ia 
my  fenfrs.  /  My  head  felt  Gohfuftd  to  the 
K  5  utmofe 


202        THE    SCHOOL? 

utmoft  degree.     At    laft    he    found  he 
could  ftay.no  longer,  and  approaching  me* 
he  would  have  fpoken,  but  the  words  die4 
away- before  they  reached    his  trembling 
lips.      He  threw    his    arms  round  me — 
and — here  was  no  time   for  filly  referve— 
1  felt  mine  clafp  him  to  my  bofom  ;    my 
hofom^which,  alas  1  was  the  next  moment 
to  have   all   it  loved  torn     from  it !  Our 
emotion  "was    too  great  for    expreflion. 
*'  He  gave  but  one  kifs,  and  tore  himfelf 
"  away." '  As  foon  as  I  heard   the  ftreet 
dopf  fhut,  I  ran  up  into  my  rpom^  |el| 
the  Servants  fhould  fee  the  diftrefs  I  coull 
no  -longer  conceal.     Yet  it  was  fome  time,, 
before  I  .could  give  vent  to   my  grief  by- 
tears.     I  ftood  fome  time  at  the  window, 
hardjy  knowing  what  I  did,  or  where  T  was.  1 
Oh,  my  God  !  to  tell  myfelf  he  is  gone— - . 
that  I  fhall  fee  him  no  more — that  he  is 
going   into  the  midft  of  danger  !   Alas! 
Maria,  how  wretched  muft  I  be  till  I  hear, 
of,  his  fafety  1  and  yet,  at  the  time  I  am 
reading  under  his  dear  hand,  that  he  is  well 

and 
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add  happy — Oh,  at  that  moment  he  may 
bet  dying*  My  prayers  to  Heaven  will 
never  ceafe  for  him.  My  Maria,  I  am 
certain  yours  will  be  united  with  thofe  of 
the  poor  unhappy 

ELWI  >+  A, 


L  E   T  T    E   R       XCVL 
Elwina    to    Alfred. 

IT  would  be  too  cruel,  my  dear  Alfred, 
to  revive  in  your  mind  the  grief  I  felr, 
and  (till  muft  feel,  at  parting  with  you. 
We  know  each  other's  fufferings  on  the 
melancholy  occafion  -,  but  I  promifed  to 
i>ehave  heroically,  and  I  think  I  acted  it 
bravely.  I  (hall  drive,  for  your  fake,  to  be' 
in  as  good  fpirits  as  pofiible.  If  I  can  not 
afflinie  a  little  gaiety  when  I  am  writing 
to  you,  when  (hall  I  fmile  ?  for  never  can 
Ibe  fo"  pleafingly  employed  as  in  converfing 
with  the  beloved  of  my  heart.  I  hope  you 
K  6  have 
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have  had  a  pleafant  fail  to  the  Downs—I 
find  you  are  ftill  there — I  ihall  inquire 
about  ]the  winds  every  day,  that  I  may 
know  to  a  certainty  how  long  you  may  re- 
main in  that  quarter.  But,  alas  !  you  are 
as  effectually  abfent  now  as  if  at  Minorca, 
only  that  you  are  fafe. 

I  fliall  go  to  H—  ■-■  to-morrow.  I  was 
determined  to  give  a  few  days  to  all  the 
luxury  of  grief,  and  it  has  been  of  won- 
derful fervice  to  me.  And  as  this  is  Sun- 
day, and,  confequently,  no  poft  goes  from 
hence,  I  fhall  take  my  letter  to  finifti* 
after  having  feen  our  good  friend  Maria. 
God  blefs  you,  my  Alfred,  and  good 
night ! 

H ,  Monday  2  o'clock. 

.„  My  moft  excellent  Alfred,  how  does  my 
regard  rife  on  each  inftance  of  your  worth  ! 
—Maria  and  I  have  been  fhedding  the 
fweeteft  tears  together.  She  has  informed 
me  of  the  various  charges  you  have  given 

her 
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her  concerning  your  Elwina.  Oh,  thou 
ever  loved  of  my  heart,  may  Heaver*  or- 
'dain;  that  we  meet  again,"  and  in  its  mercy 
fpare  thy  Elwina  the  bitter  tafk  of  receiv- 
ing the  proofs  of  thy  love,  when  thou  art 
become  infenfible  of  hers.  No^  my  Al- 
fred, I  am  convinced  you  Will  never  ceafe  to 
love  me.  I  thank  you  for  delivering  thefe 
affe&ionate,  and  truly  affecting  metfages 
to  Maria.  I  think  you  would  have  found 
a  voice  impoffible  for  fo  much  tendemefs 
when  you  was  with  me — And  what  would 
have  become  of  me?  I  mould  have  died 
of  excefs  of  grief,  of  love,  and  a  thoufartd 
conflicting  paffions.  Our  loved  Maria  is 
now  fitting  by  me,  for  I  brought  her  home 
to- dinner. 

My  mother  has  behaved  very  kindly  to 
me,  and  I  endeavour,  indeed  \  do,  my 
Alfred,  ftrive  as  much  as  I  can  not  to 
think  hardly  of  her :  but  what  avails  all 
her  kindnefs  now,  when  fhe  has  forced 
away  the  only  man  in  the  world  who  could 

make 
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make  me  happy?  Of  what  ufe  is  civility 
toTtae,  when  they' have  deprived  my  heart 
of  all  it  loves,  and  every  comfort  is  driven 
front  my  bofom  ? 

However,  I  will  pay  more  attention  to 
your  wifhes,  and  indeed  it  has  ever  been 
my  rule  to  look  upward,  rather  than  pore 
upon  the  ground.  I  know  1  fhall  recover 
rmV'fpirits  in  a  little  time,  and  then  I  fhall 
hope  to  entertain  you  with  my  pen,  as  in 
happier  times  1  have  done.  May  every 
blefling  from  heaven  attend  my  Alfred  ! 
Maria  joins  her  voice  with  the  prayer  of 

ELWIN  A 
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A  1.-9  RED      TO      ELWINA. 

At  Sea. 

HOW  happy  I  think  myfelf  to  have 
received  a  letter  from  my  beloved  ! 
It  reached  me  juft  as  we  were  going  to  weigh 

anchor. 
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anchor.  Yes.,  my  fweet  girl,  we  are  too 
fglly ...  acquainted]  witfo  wh$t-  each  has 
fufferexj,  and  we  will  not  fatten  our  hearts 
with  repeating  the  anguifh .  that  has,  and 
ftill  does  pofiefs  them ;  but  turn  our  eyes 
to  that  bleffed  hour  when  we  fliall  again 
meet,  and  be  united  for  ever. 

I  fhall  make -but  half  a  foldier,  if;  yoy 
do  not  infpire  me  with  courage.,  I  knqw 
you  will — you  have  no  weaknefs  but  what 
is  amiable,  and  laudable  too. 

I  am  but  a  frefh- water  failor,  and,  there- 
fore, was  extremely  indifpofed  by  fea-fick- 
nefs.  I  am  now  more  accuftomed  to  the 
element,  and  like  it  very  much,  only  that 
it  bears  me  far  away  from  her  I  love.  Yet 
I  am  thoroughly  convinced  it  is  better  for 
theprefent  that  we  mould  fufFer^a  little, 
that  we  may  be  made  large  amends  fome 
time  hence. 

I  feel   impatient   to  get  to  our  dcf- 
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tinedport.  Ithirtk  the  life  of  acYion  will 
fuit  me  veYy  well ;  but  I  am  riot  fond1  of 
the  idea1 6f  atting  ori  the  defenfive  only.  I 
hope  the  general  is  a  man  of  fpirit,  that 
we  may  cut  out  warm  work  for  the  Span- 
iards. However,  do  not  expeft  accounts  of 
the  fiege  from  my  pen.  I  am  too  young 
in  the  fervice  to  pretend  to  give  my  opi- 
nion, and  I  believe  my  Elwiria  will  be 
better  fatisfied  to  hear  of  my  health,  and 
how  I  pafs  the  dull  hours,  than  of  guns, 
and  all  the  long  train  of  "  horrid  war." 

The  time  goes  off  very  pleafantly  on 
board,  as  there  are  a  great  many  fh'ips  in 
the  fleet,  and  we  vifit  from  one  to  the 
other.  I  am  convinced  of  the  liberality  of 
my  Elwina's  heart,  and  that  you  Will  be 
pleaTed  on  finding  I  can  amufe  myfeff.  *''  I 
am  determined  to  adopt  the  advice  you 
gave  me,  of  keeping  up  my  fprrits,  to 
enable  me  to  enjoy  good  fortune  when  it- 
falls  to  my  fiiare. 

I  fliall 
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I  fhall  finifli  this  when  I  arrive  at  Mi- 
norca, which  will  now  very  Xoon  happen, 
as  we  are  taking  leave  of  the  grand  fleef 
deftined  to  relieve  thegarrifon  of  Gibraltar. 
I  wiih  they  may  fall  in  with  our  combined 
enemies,  and  give  a  good  account  of  them, 
by  beating  them  foundry,  if  not  "  hand- 
*c  fomely."  Adieu  for  the  prefeat,  my  bcft> 
my  only  love. 

Minorca, 

We  landed  all  our  troops  yeftenday  in 
good  order,  without  any  accident  happen- 
ing. You  will  not  expect  I  can  at  prefent 
give  you  any  information  refpedting  either 
the  garrifon  or  country.  I  am  told  we  (hall 
have  great  plenty  of  every  thing,  except 
vegetables,  which  have  failed  on  the  ifland, 
and  the  refources  are  cut  off  which  ufed  to 
fupply  the  market.  This  will  be  <one  of 
the  hardships  to  me  who  am  fo  fond  of  the 

produce  of  a  garden but  it  will  give 

me  a  keener  relifh  for  the  production  of 
our  dear  garden,  when  we  are  happily 
fettled,  far  from  the  rumours  of  war. 

I  have 
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I  have  an  opportunity  of  fending  this, 
as  a  veffel  is  going  off  with  difpatches. 

Reft  allured,  my  deareft  Elwina,  you 
fhall  hear  from  me  as  often  as  poflible ; 
and  I  know  your  good  fenfe  will  )ceep  your 
tender  heart  from  finking  into  defpair,  by 
fuggefting  probable  reafans  for  my  not 
being  able  to  convey  my  fentimetnts  to  you 
fo  frequently  as  I  could  wifh.  I  like  my 
brotfier  officers  extremely,  and  am  very 
much  pleafed  with  the  reception  I  ha.v$ 
met  with,  Things  go  on  very  well  j  and 
your; Alfred  is  as  happy  as  he  can  be,  di- 
vided from  all  that  is  lovely  in  his  eyes, 
and  dear  to  his  heart — that  heart  in  which 
my  beloved  Elwina's  image  is  indelibly 
impreffed.  I  remain  ever  moft  faithfully 
yoursj. 

ALFRED. 


LET- 


FOR     FATHERS*       211 

LETTER     XCVIII. 
Alfred  to  Elwina. 

I  WELL  know  how  Happy  my  belov- 
ed Elwina  rauft  be  at  any  opportunity 
of  hearing  from  her  faithful  Alfred  j  happy 
too  is  he  When  any  fuch.  offers — and  how 
exquifitely  happy  will  he  be  when  he  can 
blejs  his  eyes  with  a  letter  from  her  dear 
hand  !  However,  1  wait  with  patience j 
well  knowing  that  the  delay  is  ia'fome 
other  quarter,  and  far  from  being  herJ  fault. 

I  have  now  been  feveral  months  from  you, 
my  beloved  Elwina  j  but  what  are  months, 
or^any  period  of  time,  to  the  heart  that 
loves  fo  truly  as  mine  ?  It  ftill  beats — it 
ftill  is  anxious  to  hear  of  you-  and  fo  it 
would, rhad  not  a  day  intervened  fince  the 
Jaft  fight  of  my  beft  beloved  had  taken  place. 
Oh,  no  time  or  place  can  change  my  af- 
fections 
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fe&ions — tHey  are  unalterably    fixed  on 
you  for  ever. 

I  am  fure  you  will  receive  pleafure  from 
knowing  I  enjoy  a  good  ftate  of  health, 
which  is  rather  a  firigular  circumftance— — 
for  nbtwithftandirig  the  natural  healthinefs 
of  the  Titration,  there  are  a  great  many 
invalids,  from  the  failure  of  the  vegetables 
(which  I  mentioned  to  you  before).  The 
fcurvy,  arid  of  a  mbft  inveterate  kind,  has 
£6t  amohgft  a  fet  of  as  brave  fellows  as  a 
man  would  wTfti  to  fliare  a  victory  with. 
Trie  fbrtrefs  has  been  fo  clofely  inverted 
ever  fince  I  have  been  here,  that  all  com- 
munication'with  the  Country  is  cut  off; 
and  there  are  a  great  many  of  trie  troops 
who  have  been  ten  or  eleven  years  in  gar- 
rifon,  whofe  health  declines  very  faft.  We 
fhall  enjoy  the  freedom  of  frefli  air  when 
we  get  from  fo  confined  a  place.  I,  how- 
ever, am  determined  never  to  be  among 
the  nufmber  of  complainants — and  indeed 
at  prefent  I  have  no  occafion. 

The 


The  forces  againft  us  are.v^ry  confider^ 
abki  but  I  fuppofe  they  have  but  an  in-% 
different  opinion  of  their  prowefs,  fince  the 
commanding  officer  has  departed  fo  much 
from  the  dignity  of  a  foldier  and  man  of 
honour,  as  to  conceive  it  neceflary  to  try. 
the  ftrength  of  our  general's  principles.  Ift 
was  indeed  by  the  exprefs  defire,o(.thje, 
Spanifh  king j  but  certainly  the  Due  de 
Crillon  forgot  his  own  rank,  and  paid  aj& 
ill  compliment  to  his  own  underftandingr. 
when  he  condefcended  to  be  an  inftrumen? 
in  fuch  a  bufinefs.  Every  man  of  honour 
mutt  revere  the  conduct  of  our  general, 
for  the  lpirit  with  which  he  reftffeel  the 

bale  offer  to   betray  his   country the 

meflage  was  treated  with,  that  mixture  of 
haughty,  but  dignified  difdain,  that  fheweA 
how  he  felt  and  refented  the  infult. 

The  enemy  keeps  up  a  very  briik.  fire 
upon  us,  and  which  too  often  takes  effect ; 
as  muft  be  expe&ed  in  the  fituation  we  are 
in.  However,  pur  ihot  does  execution  too ; . 

and 
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and  whatever  is  the  event  df  the  c6riteft, 
they  will-  have  reafon  to  remember  th**te- 
fendcra  of  Minorca. 

Yqu  -will  naturally  fuppofe,  mf  Elwina, 
fome.  mifchief  muft  be  done  to  our  troops, 
when  I  tell  you,  a  hundred  and  nine  pieces 
of -cannon,    and  thirty-fix  heavy  mortars, 
a&  continually  againft  us,   Cooped*  up  as 
we  are.     But  want  of  health  carries  more 
to  the  grave  than  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
What  grieves  me  moft  is,  that  really  the 
works   are  not  half  manned.      They  are 
too  ex  ten  five  for  the  fmall  number  that  are 
in  garrifon,  even  if  all  were  in  health,  and 
capable  of  afting.     However,  we  muft  do 
the  bed  we  can — the  mother  country  can- 
not fupply  each   place  that  is  attackejf, 
with  fuch  force  as  fhall   infure  viclory.  *  I 
trull  if  we  have  the  misfortune  to  lofe  the 
place,  it  will  not  be  given  away  ;  and  for 
the  reft,  we  muft  place  our  confidence  in 
that  Power  to  whom  alone  viclory  is  owing, 
and  who  can  turn  a  defeat  into  a  triumph-. 
6  My 
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fbMy  deareft  girl,  I  am  really  impatient  to 
hear  from  you.  1 1  know  there  mull:  be 
letters  on  the  way;  and  I  feel  gratitude 
by  anticipation  for  your  kindnefs.  I  hope 
you  will  tell  me  a  thoufand  particulars ; 
and,  remember  I  cannot  trip  away  to 
you,  to  have  any  obfcure  paffage^  explain- 
ed, ic  A  letter  now  from  you  would  -be  the 
higheft  of  all  treats.  Adieu,  my  only  love 

while  life  lafts 

I  am  wholly  yours, 

ALFRED. 
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pLwiNA  to  Alfred. 

TT7HA  T  a  tedious  time  mull  elapfe 
▼  t  before  lean  have  any  anfwer,  or  even 
intelligence  from  the  beloved  of  my  heart! 
F  have  had  but  two  letters  fince  your  de- 
parture, my  Alfred and,  alas !  how  long 

a? time  is  that !  and  Mill  how  much  longer 
may  it  be!  I  will  not  tell  you  I  reperit  my 

ac- 
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acquiefeencc  to  your  quitting  your  native 
country,  becaufe  I  will  not  fill  your  dear 
bofom  with  uneafinefs.  But,  oh,  that  1 
could  have  accompanied  you  !  that  Twill 
venture  to  fay  j  then  what  danger  fhould  I 
have; dreaded ?  Oh!  none — none,  while 
I  had  a  chance  of  relieving,  or  fecuring 
the  object  of  my  love  from  any  fatigue  j 
or  at  leaft  (baring  it  with  him. 

All  other  hardfliips  I  can  bear, 
But  living  from  my  love. 

Yet,  my  Alfred,  I  mujl  bear  it.  To  hear 
you  are  well  and  happy,  gives  me  the  only 
comfort  I  can  expect  to  tafte,  till  you  are 
reftored  to  me  again  ;  and  when  that  bleft 
hour  arrives,  Alfred,  we  will  part  no  more. 
1  feeit  will  anfwer  very  little  purpofe  wait- 
ing and  waiting ;  I  have  gained  no  point 
by  the  facrifice  I  have  made  to  the  will  of 
my  parents,  or  rather  to  the  ill  will  of  my. 
haughty  brother.  *■  But  why  make  you  un- 
happy about  it?  You  cannot  prevent,  or 
at  prefent  remedy  my  diftrefs.     However, 

any 


FOR  FATflfRSf.        217 

any-ftatcvvritfe  jtAwwoulfl  be  preferable  to 
living  feparated ■■  fiwrv  you.  I  ihoulrf.not 
perhaps  fay  this/  if  there  was  a  chance-  of 
feeing  you  fooii  j  but  abfertce  and  diftartce 
make  me  bolder  than  1  fhould  be  if  you 
wfts  .prefent.  Was  pnefeitt !  are  you  chew 
ever  abfeot  from  me  ?  No,  you  are~wi*ft 
me  everywhere.  Your  loved  image  dwells 
in  my.  heart ;  and  my  ideas  are  filled  -With 
you  alone. 

Laft  week  I  went-  to.  fpend  a  few  'days 
with  Mrs.  M— «— ,  I  >could  hardly'  fum- 
mon  up  refolution  enough  to  go ;  thicher ":-!■■ 

Alas  !   where  with  you  I  have  ftra*y'd, 
Gould  I  wamler  with  pleafure  alone 

.But  it-was- the  firft  time  I  had  "fo^be* 
finrcthe  return.of  the  captain ;,  andityfetii, 
fchought  a. little  change  of  air  "would:  beTerij 
viceaMe  to: toe-;  not  jhat  I  am  jHjj  dfoftioi 
think:,  that..  "15  went, ;  :and ,  great)  was  Ith« 
ftruggle.  But  #qu  kf*ow:  I.^oiODotiJwsii* 
lingly  give  way  to  weakneflfes,  although 
Vol.  III.  L  you 


?i8        T;QE   .SCHOOL 

you  kindly  calj  mine  on,ly  amiable  ones. 
Every  one,  however,  has  not  the  fame  in- 
dulgence for  Elwina,  that  her  Joyed.  Alfred 
has^and  indeed  I  knew  \  ihould  noc  be 
ioftened  by  meeting  fympathy ;  on  the 
contrary,  that  yery  likely  whenever  your 
name  fhould.  be  mentioned,  it  would  be  in 
a  kind  of  way  that  would  rx>ufe  my  refent- 
ment,  rather  than  melt  me  with  grief  5  at 
lead  for  the  moment. 

The  view  of  each  place  brought  you  fo 
forcibly  before  my  eyes,  that  I  could  not 
refift  a  gufh  of  tears ;  but  they  are  the  laft 
I  will  fhed  before  Mrs.  M— r —  :  fhe  is 
cither  too  happy,  or  too  infenfible  to  feel 
for  others  j  and  fhe  ftrove  to  make  me  an 
object. of  ridicule  to  Captain  M  •• ,  -,  who, 
though  a  good  fort  of  man,  has  no  more 
delicacy  than  you  would  expeft  from  a 
boatfwain ; .  fo  the  poor  lovefick  Elwina, 
as  I  was  called,  you  will  befieve,  had  not 
much  comfort  in  her  vifit. 

The 
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Theilaft'evenkig;  I  ftole  away  foom  them, 
■it  was  the  foil  moon.  ■  ItJ<ha(jjeien$ft  to-be 
mybirth  day*  ■'€•■•  walked  '»penftvtly-i!!p!it6 
that  dear  4pot  from  whence  1  took  the 
view  you  fo  well  <  remember  $  and  fo  highly 
prized.  Oh,  Alfred,  what  a crow#  of.fcfcas 
fitted  Wiy'  mind  !  I  'fixed  my  eyes  oil  the 
once  dear  dwelling  of  my  heart's  fdlc  }oy. 
There  was'  an  nnfpeakable  folemnity  in 
the  fcene  before  me,  Which  I  ih all  never 
forget.  I  was  loft  in -reverie*  -  I  calle4  on 
the  bleffed  ihade  of  0#r*'dear  mbther.  I 
invoked  her  aid^ihd  prete&iofi  for  he-r1  be- 
loved fon.  A 'delirium  feemed  to  pd'ffefs 
me.i  I  wepti  but  they  were  deBciou*  tears. 
I  took  out  .your  prtture, ,  and  coyld  hardly 
jpefrairi  frorflPcfttdiiig  your  dear  je&mblfcnce 
for  not  'joining ■>  its  tears"  with  mine.  I 
: know  not  how  long  I  fhould  have  remaned 
in  this  frame  of  mind,  had  1  not  been 
^altenedlfiram  irfyjdream  by  the  found  of 
voices.^.;  Mhi  M — '—  :had,  fent  after  -me, 
on  finding-  I'»did;not  return  at^he  ufual 
hour  For  fupper. '  '■'■  I  haftened  home  as ,  faft 

L.  2  as 
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as  I  could;  yand  ftmte  to  .compofe  my  agi- 
tated fpiri^s,  that  I  might  not  fubjeft  my* 
felf  to  mortifying  remarks  frool  thofe  who 
know  notihow,to  feel  the  woes  thatpreis 
on  the  heajit  ofienfibility,  or  have  decency 
enough  to  xefpect  tb.em.  J  underwent  i^me 
coarfe  jokes  ffom i  the  captain,  which  ?k- 
c^,te4  an  infinity  of  mirth  in  ..hi*  w,ife ;  and 
I  thought  it  better  to  avail  myfelf  of  a 
pretence  of  fatigue,  and  leave  the^e  happy 
people. to  thernfelyes. 

As  Mrs.  M predicted,  I  >got.a  very 

bad  cold  from  my  evening's  amufeoaetft  j 
for  I  was  not  aware  of  the  (dews  falliagi 
and  the  tears  I  fhed  contributedjiot  a  little 
to  thecaufe  of  my  indifpofition».n  I  wiife, 
ibmetimes,  that  Maria  wasata .greater 
djftancerjfrom  me,  as  I  mould  then  per- 
haps, fpend  more  time  with  her.  I  really 
find  no  fetisfaclion  at  home;  I  am  forry 
to  fay  if>  but  it  is  a  truth.  My  imperious 
brother  looks  on  me  as  a  difgrace  to  the 
family :  but  *  might  ftill  purchafc  his  fa- 
vour, 


FOREFATHERS,        221 

v@ur,  by  ihewing  a  partiality '  to  Ms  friend' 
and  our  too  conftant  vifitor  K  '  ■  ■  ■;.  I 
think  it  a  peculiar  hardilwp.  that  they  have 
deprived  me  of  the  only  fociety  that  can 
form  my  happinefs,  and  will  force  upon 
me  the  company  of  a  'wretch  whom  I' 'de- 
reft  on  a  thoufand  atfcounts.  Can  I  for- 
give him' for  having-  attempted  the  life -of 
ray -Alfred?  I  cannot  acquit1  hirn  hi  'that- 
affair  fo  eafily  as.  ybu  hare  done  -,  or  belief** 
he  a&ed  Hfce  a  man  of  honour. l)  However; 
nothing  ca.a  prevail  on  me  to  treat  him 
with  an  esqual  civility  with  the  reft  of  our 
vifitants,  notwithstanding  my  brother's 
wrath  and  threats.  He  has -done  me  all 
thfe  ditfpite  he  can,  havtrrg  bound  my  fa- 
ther by  fuch  ftrong  ties,  never  to  look  on 
me  as  related  to  him  if  I  do  not  renounce 
my  Alfred.  What  can  lie  do  more,  but 
iff^e  him  td  turn  me  out  of  doors,  becSufei 
h'd^has  not  power  over  my  will  ?  And  if 
IVe  was  to  proceed  to  that  harfh  ufage  of  a 
child,  whd  was  once  thought  the  mad 
dutiful  of  all,  I  could  not  be  more  un- 

L  3  happy 
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tiapjiy  than  they  have  already  made  me. 
And  perhaps  to  work  for  my  daily  bread 
would  amufe  my  mind  much  better  than 
any  thing  here  can  do. 

But  why  do  I  tranfgrefs  the  rules  I  pre- 
scribed tomyfelf !  My  Alfred,  I  will  never 
write  you  fuch  letters  in  future.  Yet  have 
I  not  ever  written  from  my  heart?  and  I 
know  not  how  to  conceal  any  of  its  emo- 
tions from  him  who  is  the  abfolute  Smarter 
of  it.  Indeed  it  is  now  more  than  com* 
monty  deprefied  by  a  recent  proof  how 
the  affections  of  all  my  relations  are  owned 
from  me*.  I  received  a  letter  yefterday  by 
the  mail  from  New  York,  written  by  my 
fifte'r  Pleydcl  j  in  confequence,  fhe  fays, 
of  the  information  (lie  has  received  from 
my  mother,  brothers,  and  fifter  G— — — , 
all  complaining  of  my  headftrong  oppo- 
fition  to  their,  wills.  They  do  not,  in- 
deed, pretend  to  fay,  that  the  perfon  whom 
I  preftr  is  unworthy  of  me,  but  he  is  a, 
beggar,  and    it  would  be  ruin,  abfolute 

ruin 
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ruirj  into  which  I  -would  .plunge  myfelf; 
and  which  they  are  endeavouring  to  pre - 
ferve  me  from.  She  thenlabourst;to  prove 
how  difficult  I  fhould  find  it  to  keep  my 
romantic  pafllon  alive  in  a  Hate  of  penury, 
and  which  fhe  is  fo  well  qualified  to  en- 
large upon,   having  once  been   reduced  fo 
low*-  as  almoft  to  wifh  fhe  had  never  been 
influlged  in  her  inclination  for  Mr.,  Pley> 
del,    fince  the  connection  had  been1  pro- 
du&ive  of  fuch  diftreffes.  I  think  her  cha- 
ra£«r  feems  quite  altered  too,  as  well   as 
fome  others  in  our  family.     But  intereft; 
will  do  much,    and  perhaps  my  brothesri 
has  awakened   hers,    by  teMing  her  how 
advantageous  it  would  be  to  have  fuch  an 
alliance  as    Sir  Thomas  K— — -,    for  fhe 
expatiates  much  on   the  fpkndrd- offer   1 
have-beta*  fo  weak  as  to  reject  ;  and  ear- 
nestly requefts  me  not  to  throw  away  the 
good  things  that  are  held  out  to  my  accept- 
ance :     adding,  if  the  man  I  have   fixed 
my   affections  on  is  guided  by  a  princi- 
ple of  honour  he  would   rather  advifeme 

L.  4  to 
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to  li&eja  to  the  perfuafions  qf  my  true 
friends,,  than  the  Xuggeftiarw  ,qf  a  delufive 
pa$cu?^.w,hich  muft/.rpake.  me  miferable^ 
aa,d  juftify  my  family  in  renouncing  me. 
She  concludes  by  fcying,  I  muft  give  her 
credit  for  being  my  fincere  friend,  and  well 
wifher,  and  not  look  on  her  as  my  enemy, 
as  I  have  doneall  my  other  advifers.  She 
glances  too,  very  feverely,  on  a  pretended 
friend,  who  can  have  no  good  view  in  en- 
couraging disobedience  to  the  will  of  the 
belt  of  parents,  and  the  moft  affectionate, 
aod  prudent  of  brothers. 

This  letter,  you  will  believe,  my  dfizr 
Alfred,  is  not  of  a  nature  to  calm  my  mind 
much,  as  I  muft  fee  how  inflexibly  they 
are  all  ^  ftxe^d  to  gain  their  point  againft 
me.  I  have  certainly  done  as  much  as  I 
can  by  way  of  conceflion  to  my  father 
and  mother — more  I  cannot  do.  It  would 
be.  absolute  weaknefs  in  me,  and  cruelty 
to, ypu,  .My  heart  will  ever  remain  fen- 
fire of  what   it    owes   to  you;  nor  fhall 

any 
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any>  ch-cumftances   induce  it  to  alter   its 
fcntiments.  Their  perfecutions  cannot  work 
any  good  to  themfelves,  though  it  may  add- 
to  the  difagreeable  fituation'of  your  ever 
faithful,  and  truly  affe&ionate 

ELWIN'A. 


LETTER      C. 

21?    the  fame.. 

I  AM  happy  that  my  gloomy  letter 
will  be  accompanied  with  one  of  not 
quite  fuch  a  fombre  fhade.  I  tokj  you  I 
would:  not  write  fuch. another,  aud' I  will 
keep  my  word.  It  is  an  ill  part  in  me  to 
add  to  the  troubles  yon  muff  necefforily 
endure,  by  telling  you  of  little  difagreeable 
occurrences  in  the  family  way,  which  you< 
cannot,  prevent*  While  I  hatve  fuch  a 
faithful  and  affe&ionate  friend;  as.  Maria, 
at  home,,  and  I  look  forward  to* an  union 
with  fuch  a  man  as  Alfred,  1  will  not 
give  way  to  forrow,  which,  vou.  properly. 
L  5  obfcrve, 
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obferve,  unfits'  us  for  the  ftipporrof  the 
prefent  evil,3  and  renders  us  *  unworthy  of 
the1  ftttiire -good. 

As  to  amufement  of  any  kind," you 
rnuft  *not  expeft  accounts  from  me,  but 
you  fhall  have  them  from  the  public 
prints.  I  have  fent  you  a  collection  of 
newfpapers  and  ^magazines  that  you  may 
know  how  we  have  been  going  on  in  this 
world.  I  have  not  been  to  one  public 
place  fmce  your  departure.  I  never'  ha<$ 
any  great  reliflr  for  ahem,  and  now  my? 
gfiiKia  faving  money.  I  expend  nothing, 
arw$  fbgll  gcow  rich,  merely  from  that  cir- 
Ctfmftance.  Maria  has  advifed  me  to 
becowie  -an  adventurer  in  the  wheel  tiffor- 
tuTne1:  {he  is  fo  fanguine  in  my  fuceefs, 
tMt  I  have  indulged  her  whim,  and  the 
fe#  ffeunds  that  the  ticket  eefts  will' not 
dlminifli  :much  from  our  ftore,  and  there- 
is  a  chance  you  know  of  its  largely  con- 
tributing' to  k.  Heaven  fend  us  'good' 
luck  V'lt  is  putting  ourfelves  in  the  way 

of 
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of fortune?  and  me  is  very  much  in  arrears 
with  you.  If  {he  pays  the  dfcbt  to  me,  I 
do  not  think  you  will  complain  of  her 
overlooking  juftice  in  order  to  be  ge- 
nerous. 

I  feel  much  eafier  in  my  mind  than  I  - 
did,  becaufe  my  brother  is  abfent,,.  and 
confequently  his  friend  does  not  vifit  here  ; 
but  I  fhall  not  avail  myfelf  of  the  former 
circumftance,  to  attempt  gaining  any 
points  in  my  favour  from  my  father  and 
mother.  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,,  I  have 
loft  my  confidence  in  them.  No.  pro- 
fessions of  kindhefs,  or  indulgence^  wiij-now 
expand  my  too  credujous  heart  with  cjelight 
and  gratitude ;  I  have  proved  how  empty 
all^promifes  are,  and  I  depend  no  longer 
on  them.  Only  matter  of  facTt  - fl>all  pb-- 
tain  any  credit  with  me  .for  the  future ; 
but  if  they  will  let  me  get  through  the 
day  quietly,,  it  is  all  Iafk,  and  I  will  never,, 
provoke  them  by  complaining.  Youmuft 
ft^ay  your   time   now,    as  you  are  a  fervant 

L    6  as 
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as.well.as.fabjeft.Qf  the:  kiflg,  amLIs'fub- 
mit  to  lus  decree,  hourly  recommend  r 
ing^  you  to  ,thef protection  of  Heaven,  I. 
have  po  friends-  on  earth  but  Mariaiaad 
you  ;  but  furely  ye  are  fuch,  that  few-  oa 
earth  could  equal,  and  none  can  go  be- 
yond rny-  Love  and  affection  for  both. 

How  I  wifh  I  could  transport  fome  of 

.i" 

the  produce  of  our  garden  for  your  mefc  ! 
But  why  talk  of  wifhing  ?  If  wifhes  could 
avail,  Ihould  I  be  at  this  moment  deploring 
your  abfence  ?  No,  I  mould  be  telling  you 
inftead.of  writing  it,  how   infinitely  dear 
you  are  to  me  j.yet,  what  a  comfort  it  is, 
that  this  relief  to  our  hearts  is  not  withheld 
from  us,  and  moft  thankfully  do  I  acknow- 
ledge our  particular  obligation  to  the  firft 
former  of  letters.     The  "  wretch's  aid." 
You  are  the   "  banifhed  lover,"  and  may 
I'not  be  ftyled  "  the  captive  maid/'  as  all 
my  family  wifh  to  m,ake  me  the  worft  o€ 
flaves,  fince  they  would  tyrannize  over  my 
mind  ? 

I  fhaU 


>'- 


FO^!  FATHERS.      M0 

I  ftiaUfbeexererrtcly  happy  if  I  can  ob- 
tain  leave  to  ftay  this 'winter  in  the  coutt-^ 
try  with  Maria;  fhe  mtends  to  exert  her- 
fdf  t»  tffoc  utmoft ;  to  prevail  oh  my  father 
t$  allow   me   that   iaduigence  j  it  is   the! 
only  favour  I  fliall  ftrive  for ;  all  the  reft: 
muft    remain  as  they  are  for  the  prefenti' 
It  would  really  afford  me  the  higheft  plea- 
fure  I  can  tafte  in  your  abfence,  for  I  na- 
turally diflike  London;  and  why  fhould 
I  be  mortified  by  being  there,  at  (he,  fame 
time  that  my  company  gives  no  delight  to; 
any   one  now?    They  will  be  much  hap-, 
pier,  without  me,  and  I  ihall  be  as  happy 
as    pofTible  with  my    loved   W&rh,  withi 
whom  L  can  converfe  freely  of  my  deaf  > 
and  amiable  Alfred.     Yes,  I  truft  we  fhajl 
bring   it  about;  and  as  they  have  long 
ceafed  to  do  things  gracefully,  I  will  not 
quarrel' With  them  if  this    favour  is   ac- 
corded with  no  more  than  has  lately  ac- 
companied theit  fcanty  indulgence*. 

1  often  wifh  I.  was  afylph,  that  I  could 

hover 
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hover  around  you,  and  inform  you  when 
danger  was  nigh.     Oh  !  what  a  delightful 
talk  to  fcreen  you  from  all  ills  !  My  deareft 
Alfred,  (hall  we  not  be  the  happieft  of  the 
happy,,  when  we  do  meet,  from   the  ob- 
ftacles  which. have  cruelly  been  thrown  in 
the  way  of  our  union  ?  Yes,  my  beft  loved* 
wejtyall,    as  you  fo  fweetly  faid,  endear 
the-  prefent  moment  of  joy   by  repeating 
over  the  difficulties  that  are  paffed.     If  I 
thought  I  fhould  not  have  affection  enough 
to  make  you  happy  in  the  moil  enlarged 
fcnfe,  I   would   rather  now  die,  and  leave 
you  forever.     Your  happinefs  is  dearer  to 
me  than  life,  or  any  consideration  that  I 
can  think  of.    That  we  mall  meet  and  be 
rewarded  for  our  conftancy  is  the  hope, 
and  all  the  comfort  of  your  faithful 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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Alf'red  to  Elwina. 

IC  A  N  N  O  T,  my  beloved  Elwina,  re- 
'  lift'  giving  you  an  account  of  a  very 
brilliant '  ftroke  of  our  general ;  and  I  had 
the  gbod  fortune  to  be  one  of  the  officers 
appointed  for  the  expedition.     I  have  al-* 
ready  told  you  our  works  were  too  extend' 
five,    and  from    circumftances  not  to  be 
avoided,  too  thinly  manned.     Indeed  the 
upper  works,  from  what  caufe  it  becomes' 
not  me  to  fay,  are  in  but  an  indifferent 
fituation  for  defence,  even  if  the  garrifdn 
was  in  full  health.    We   have   not  troops 
enough  for  the  fervice.     The  knowledge 
of  this  weaknefs,  probably,  led  the  Due  de 
Crillon  td  lie  rather  more  unguarded  than 
he  Ihould  have  done  in  his  head  quarters 
at   Cape   Mola.     The   general    faw  the 
negligence  of  the  enemy,  and  was  induced 
to  make  a  vigorous,  and  (as  it  generally 
'  proves 
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proves  when  fet  about  properly)  fuccefsful 
fally.  We  ruflied  forth  in  good  order, 
furprifed  and  routed  the  enemy ;  chafing 
the  duke  from  his  poft,  and  fecured  our- 
felves  fo  effe&ually  in  it,  that  notwithftand- 
irjgv  he  brought  up  his  whole  army  to 
diflodge  usr  after  much  hefitation,  he  de- 
fi$£tl  from,  the  attack.  We  could ^ not 
continue  there,  fo  the  next  night  we  re- 
turned fafe  into  garriibn,  fringing  with 
us-.^about  an  hundred  prisoners,  among 
whom;  2  are  (ome  officers  of ^nk.  This 
bri(k  afitioa  in  our  general  will  convince, 
thej  duke  of  his  fpirir,.  and  bravery,  .and,, 
it  wjll  ferve  by  way  of  rebuke  to  him  for 
Oftty  fighting,  a*  a  distance. 

I  think  myfelf  particularly  fortunate  to 
ha^e- been  in  this  fervice.  Till  then  I  hadi 
oo^y-.the  theoretic  knowledge. of  a, foldier, 
now  I  have  had  a  little  practice,  and  am 
happy  it  was  followed  with  fo  much  eclats 
It-  has  put  me  in  excellent  fpirits,  and  I 
now  ftiall  have  more   confidence   in   my 

courage 
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courage  than  before  I  could  have  in-? 
dulged  without  the  imputation  of  vanity* 
I  congratulate  you  likewife,  ,my  deareft 
love,  on  my  fafetyy  and  yet  continuing 
wejl  in  health,  though  almoft  all  herfc 
feel  the  cruel  effects  of  the  fcurvy,  which 
rages  intenfely  amongft  the  common 
men,  but  who  will  not  breathe  a  com- 
plaint left  they  mould  be  fent  to  the  hof- 
pftal,  which  is  the  fulleft  of  all  our  poifts. 


I  have  begged'  Captain  ■  >•'»  ,  'who 
carries  the  news  of  our  soup  de  main^, 
that'' is  not  enlarging  too  much  t>n  4tJ 
though  it  really  deferves  great  credit)  to. 
the  fecretary  of  war,  to  convey -this  letter 
to  you  i  and  as  he  does  me  the  honour  of 
profeffing  great  friendfhip  for  me,  he  ha% 
promifed  to  deliver  it  wkh  his  own"  hand*. 
Oh  !  how  much  {hall  I  envy  him  j  he  wilt 
behold  thelovelieft  of  women!  When  will 
that  bleffing  be  allowed  to  Alfred  ?  I  flatter 
myfelf,  that  as  the  battalion  I  am  in  has 
been   a  long   time  here,  that  when  this 

bufinefs 
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bofinefs  is  accomplifhed,  or  a  peace  takes 
place,  I  fhall  be  able  to  return,  or  at  leaft, 
furely  I  can  get  leave  of  abfence  for  a 
few  months,  as  a  reward  for  my  fervices. 
Ah !  they  little  know  what  a  reward  in- 
deed there  would  be  in  ftore  for  the  then 
happy,  thrice  happy 

ALFRED! 


LETTER      CII. 
Elwina  to  Alfred. 

THE  trueft  delight  I   could  feel,' I 
have    this    day    experienced    from 

fee?ng  your  good   friend  Captain   ;' 

with  what  pleafure  I  looked  on  the  face" 
of  a  man  whofe  eyes  have  beheld  my  Al- 
fred !  I  truft  you  told  him  on  what  terms 
of  tender  affection  and  engagement  we 
were,  for  elfe  the  man  would  think  me 
mad.  I  alked  him  ten  thoufand  queftions, 
which  he  good  naturedly  and  patiently  an- 
fwered.  He  fays,  there  is  a  vefifd  going 
out   with  inftructions  to  the  general,  by 

which 
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■which  he  fhali  write  :  he.  added,  "  You  may 
"be  fure  I  had  fome  fewecommiffrons 
"  given  me,  which  I  inuft  anfwer  on  the 
"  faith  of  a  fokfier." 

He  is  a  very  agreeable  man  ;  but  I 
believe  I  thought  him  more  fo,  becaufe 
you  ftyle  him  your  friend.  He  gives  a  moft 
Doble  character  of  you,  and  tells  me,  you 
are  beloved  by  every  one  in  the  garnfon. 
Ah  !  who  can  doobi!  it?  All' unprejudiced, 
per  foris  muft  love  my  Alfred.  My  letter 
Will  go  by  the  fame  conveyance ;  and  I  can 
tell  you  our  ticket  is  yet  in  the  wheel,  arid- 
it  is  yet  a  very  rich  anej  however, -jour 
fate  in  that  inftance  muft  foon  be  decide*!, 
as  there  is  not  much  more  than  a  fortnight 
longer  to  draw. 

I  cannot  gain  my  favourite  wifh  of 
ftayirig  with  Maria.  *  It  was  denied  in  fuch 
a  manner  >  as  did  not  foften  the  refufal  ;' 
but  I  bore  it  with  all  becoming*  meeknefs  ; 
forfyad  I  Tefented  the  non-compliance  with' 

the 
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the  requeft,  perhaps  they  would  haye,  in- 
terdicted my  correfpt)rtdenct  with  hery 
and  then  probably  a  quarrel  would  have 
been  the  confequence,  which,  if  pofiible, 
for  a  thoufand  reafons,  I  will  carefully 
avoid; 

I  do  congratulate  myfelf  indeed,  my 
dear  r  Alfred,  on  your  brilliant .  fiKxefs* 
aadrhapjpy  exemption,  IfQm  injury,  from 
your  brave,  exertion;  [  Oh ,\:  may  etery 
adfcioii  ofc.your  life/ba  filled  with  .honour* 
and  may  all,  your  enemies  behold  your 
tyiumjjh! 

My  prayers  are  Tent  up  hourly  for  you,, 
and  my.  grateful  heart  ceafes  not  to  thank. 
Heaven  for  its  fignal  mercies  to.  me,  in,-. 
preferving  your  health  and  life  among 
fuch  dangers. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  politicians  here, 
th*t  poor  Minorca  rnuft  foon  be  given  up* 
How  is  it  poffible  to  withftand  fuch  a  force 
as  is  brought  aga-inft  it,  with  fo  few  men. 

to 
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to  defend  it? — Befides,  though  you  :  art 
too  ;priident  ;to  notice  it,  the  extreme 
diffen.fions  between  the  general  and  his: 
lieutenant  is  of  .great  hurt  to  the  fafety 
ctfUhe  garrifon. 

You  know.  I  am  much  in  the  habit  of 
Hearing  the  fubjexSt  of  politics  difcuffed^at 
pur  houfe,  from  the  number  of  rosoiibers 
of  parliament  and  the  council  .that  frequent, 
pur  parties.  I  now  liften  with  avidity,  ,and 
my  heart  is  ejated,  or.  caft  down,  as.. I  fee 
their  faces  appear. 

I  would  not  tell  you,  but  that  I  think  it 

molt  likely  Captain  will  mention 

it'tcfydu,  that  "he  did  not  dine  at  our~houfe. 
Maria  was  Co  kind  as  to  invite  him  to  her 
father's.  Oh!  Alfred,  that  houfe  is  mqre 
like  my  home  than  the  one  I  ufed  to  de- 
light ifl,;  there  I  meet  with  fmijes  and 
congenial  minds. 

'He  has  prOmifed    to   call  upon  me  (in 
town,  if  he  is  not  ordered  to  return,  which 

he 
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he  thinks  it  probable  he  fhatl  not.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  now  the  received  opinion,  that 
you  will  not  be  able  to  defend  yourfelves 
much  longer.  Oh !  may^  the  God  of  all 
mercies  take  you  under  bis  protection, 
and  foon  allow  us  the  felicity  of  meeting 
in  fafety  and  comfort !  I  am  more  and 
more  anxious  for  that  bled  moment •;  and 
in  Ipite  of  my  refolution,  I  fometimes 
give  myfelf  up  to  the  mod  frightful  detyair. 
Indeedyf  who  can  help  trenftblmg,  when' 
they  feel  as  I  do  what  a  ftak6  they  have 
to  lofe  ? 

1  am  ever  moft  faithfully  your  own 

ELWINA. 
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Alfred  to  Elwina. 

I  HAVE  juft   perufed  your  letter,  my 
ever  loved   Klwina ;    and  I   have  juft 
read  a  letter  from  my  friend  Captain  --  — , 
which   has  filled  my   heart  with  concern 
i  and 
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and  grief.  I  adjured  him  to  tell:  me  a 
thou i and  particulars,  which;!  could  not  fo 
well  learn  from  your  pen>  though ,  I  know 
my  love  never  meant  to  deceive  her  Al- 
fred, but  to  fpare  his  bofom  from  painful 
difquiet. 

r  My  friend  informs  me,  you  are,  ex- 
tremely altered  from  the  time  ypur  pic- 
ture was  taken,  and  which  I  (hewed  to  him, 
and  but  one  more  befide  has  ever  beheld 
its  beauties.  The  dear  portrait  has  been 
Jacred  to  Alfred.  They,  however, ,  are  my 
particular  intimates,  and  men  that  may  be 
trufted,  But  to  return  to  my  fubjeft.  Oh  ! 
my  beloved,  has  then  the  abfence  of  thy 
Alfred  robbed  your  lovely  cheeks  of  their 
native  hue?  And  is  it  "to  grief  that  the 
brilliancy  of  the  fined  eyes  in  the  world 
has  been  facrificed?  Though  your  lovely 
and  elegant  perfon  was  but  a  fecond  charm 
in  my  eye,  yet  I  can  but  lament  the  caufe 
by  which  your,  beauty  is  diminiflied,  E1-, 
wiaa,  you  rouft  not  grieve  and  lament  my 

abfehce 


*4<*        THE     SCHOOL. 

abfence  fb  much.;  I  fhall  write  to  Marian 
and  chidc'Her  for  not  keeping  up  your  fpirtts 
«s  fhe  pramiied  fhe  would. 

X  feci  enraged  againft  all  your  family, 
and  fhall  blefs  the  means  which  will  af- 
ford me  the  happinefs  of  taking  you  from 
them.  Oh,,  how  unworthy  are  they  of  the 
goodnefs  you  have  fhewn,  and  the  facri- 
fice  we  have  made  to  prudential  motives  I- 
But  my.deareft  girl,  we  will  be  happy  in 
fpite  of  them.  I  am  not  fo  high  in  my 
nQtions  as  I  was  j  not  fb  "  proud  of  heart," 
as  you  humoroufly  ftyled  me  ;  I  can  now 
fee  how  much  happier  I  could  have  been 
with  my  Elwina  in  a  cottage,  than  to  be 
forced  to.  live  far  from  her;  not  tnat  I  am 
tiled  of  a  foldier's  life,  or  wifhtofhare 
toils  which  you 

Were  born  to  foothe,  but  not  endure ; 

But  when  peace  arrives,  with  all  her  fmiling 
train,  I  fhall  not  be  forry  to  tafte  dear  do- 
meftic  eafe  with  the  loved  object  of  my 
heslrr.     But  what  enjoyment  fhall  I  lofe,  if 

you, 
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you,  my  angel,  are  in  ill  health!  Ohi  I  can- 
not fupport  the  idea  of  your  being  ill ;  for 
Heaven's  fake  have  fome  advice,  and  do 
not  attempt  to  deceive  me  ;  yOu  will  be 
laying  a  train  for  misfortune  to  overwhelm 
me  indeed  ;  for  where  am  I  to  look  for 
comfort,  if  Ilofe  you  ?  You  promifed  me 
you  would  look  forward  to  better  days  j 
meet  them  then,  my  beloved,  with  expecting 
fmiles,  do  not  wait  their  approach  with 
anxious  cares,  robbing  them  of  the  dear 
delights  they  have  undoubtedly  in  .ftore 
for  you. 

My  Elwina,  you  are  not  to  learn  how 
much  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  thy  Al- 
fred is  bound  up .  in  yours  :  you  live  fe- 
cluded  from  fbciety  ;  you  fhould  not  be 
I'o.  Why  did  you  generoufly  tell  me  you 
fhould  rejoice  at  any  ple&fure  I  fhould  meet 
with,  and  to  hear  I  could  forget  my  cares, 
and  fmile  ?  Do  you  think  me  fo  felfifh 
then  that  1  fhould  not  wifh  you  to  partici- 
pate in  thofe  amufements  which  your  fex 

Vol.  III.  M  and 
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and  age  foWH  irititle  you  to  engage  in  ? 
Do  not'  think  the  trifle  you  can  fave  will 
be  adequate  to  the  lofs  of  your  health  and 
ipirits  ?  Let  us  be  frugal,  my  love,,  when 
we  are  in  pofieffion  of  the  fweeteft  of 
treafures  in  each  other ;  then  we  (hall  not 
want  the  idle  pleafures  of  life  to  aauife 
us,  who  fee  tin,  each  other  whatever  is  de- 
lightful and  definable. 

But  I  would  counfel  you  to  vary  your 
amufement,  or  you  will  lofe  that  charm- 
ing vivacity,  that  at'  once  rendered  you 
fo  pleafing  and  inftruclive  to  every  one, 
by  detting  them  a  lefibn,  how  they  might 
go  and  charm  likewife. 

,tMrs.  M- is  not  improved   by  the 

conversation  of  her  hufband.  How  cruel 
and  unfeeling  was  her  behaviour  to  my 
lovely  girl !  How  could  fhe  join  in  laugh- 
i»g  at  your  amiable  fenfibility  ? 

My  Elwina,  fuch  people  have  not  fouls. 

i  i  w 

As 
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As.  I,  have  obferved  to  you  .  before,  I 
think.  I  am  too  young  a  foldier  to  prefume 
to  give  my  opinion  -,  as, my  little  know- 
ledge ardfes  folely  from  hooks,  and  what 
I  can  learn  from  the  converfation  of  others ; 
yet  I  will  go  fo  far  as  to  tell  you;  if  I  fhould 
ever  rife  to  the  honour  of  commanding  a 
fortrefs,  and  it  is  my  fortune  to  have  it 
invefted,  I  fhould  keep  in  mind  a  .bad 
line  in  poetry,  which  has  neverthelefs  good, 
found  fenfe  in  it : 

He  comes  too  near,  who  comes  to  be  denied. 

This  will  ftand  good  in  taftics  as  well  as 
morals.  You  fhould  not  fuffer  your  ene- 
my to  come  fo  near  as  to  make  a  repulfe 
necefTary.  I  fee  many  things  which  I 
fhould  avoid,  and  which  there  are  many 
here  fee  as  well  as  myfelf;  but  it  is  now  too 
late,  and  the  unhappy  difagreement  between 
two  gallant  and  able  officers,  has  done  great 
injury  to  the  fervice ;  you  will  eafily  be- 
lieve each  has  his  partizans,  as  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  avoid  taking  an  opinion  j  and  in 
all  probability,  if  the  general  is  not  crown- 
M  2  ed 
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ed  with  fuccefs,  more  may  be  faid  of  it 
hereafter.  This  is  the  private  opinion  of 
fome,  which  makes  every  one  cautious  of 
fpeaking  openly  now,  and  their  prudence  is 
to  be  commended. 

It  is  irnpoflible,  perhaps,  for  two  officers 
to  think  exa&ly  the  fame,  when  the  eclat 
would  be  beftowed  only  on  one.  Where 
the  fault  lies  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  but 
the  effect  is  too  vifible,  and  is  by  no 
means  pleafant  ,  But  thefe  diffenfions  have 
ever  been  between  commanders  :  Nor. 
can  we  read  of  any  engagement,  whether 
fuccefsful  or  unfortunate,  but  what  much 
more  might  have  been  done,  had  there 
beeri  a  coincidence  of  opinion,  which,, 
from'  the  nature  of  men  in  general,  is 
fcarcely  to  be  expected.  For  after  all, 
they  are  but  men,  and  cannot  divert  them- 
felves  of  their  felf-love  fufficiently  to  fa- 
crifice  their  fhare  of  the  glory  to  another. 
In  fhort,  to  ufe  a  vulgar  exprefilon,  they 
cannot  fubmit   «'  to  beat  the  bufli,  while 

"  another 
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"  another  runs  away  with  the  game."  We 
are  ambitious  of  fame,  but  are  not  patriots 
enough  to  fuffer  patiently  another  to  build 
his  merit  on  ours ;  and  if  we  cannot  appear 
in  the  foreground,  are  too  apt  to  envy- 
thofe  that  do,  and  blacken  the  canvais* 
that  the  figures  may  not  look  brilliant  at 
our  expence.  "  I  cannot  have  the  hondur 
"  of  this.bufinefs  afcribed  to  me,"  neither 
"  mull  I  labour  under  the  imputation  of 
"  having  done  wrong  if  we  are  unfuccefs- 
"  ful."  This  refte&ion-,  I  think,  would 
firike  me  forcibly,  if  I  was  fecond  in  com-*' 
inand,  like — to  compare  fmall  things  with 
great — my  finging  an  underpart  to  my 
Elwina — Every  one  has  commended  the 
air,  and  given  the  praife  to  your  per- 
formance, not  corifidering,  though  I  was. 
not  a  principal,  I  ftill  added  to  the  har- 
mony- And  how  often  have  you  and  I 
heard  a  duet  beautiful  in  its  parts,  and 
fung  by  two  good  voices,  yet  quite  fpoiled' 
by  the  fecond' forgetting  his  fubordinate 
ftation,  and  ftrivihg  to  mine,  infteadof' 
M  3  following 
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following  and  finging  to  the  firft.    Thte 
is  being  ambitious  in  the  wrong  place. 


It  mould  feem  as  if  poor  Minorca  was 
a  devoted  facrifice,  for  fhe  is  totally  left  to 
herfelf,  and  unprovided  with  the  means  of 
long  holding  out  againft  the  flrength  of  fo 
potent  an  enemy.  But  I  will  fay  the  de- 
fence has  been  a  gallant  one,  and  will  not 
read  bad  in  hiflory.  It  is  unfortunate  for 
me,  on  the  outfet  of  my  career  in  the  paths 
of  glory,  to  have  been  fent  on  the  "  forlorn 
"  hope  j"  and  yet  I  am  fometrmes  induced 
to  look  on  our  firuation  in  that  pbint  of 
view.  We  have  ferved  to  amufe  the  enemy, 
and  divert  them  from  attacking  fome 
place  of  more  importance  to  the  ftate  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  if  it  mould  prove  fo,* 
our  bufferings  are  not  in  vain.  In  any  cafe 
it  is  our 'duty  to  obey  orders,  and  Com- 
ply with  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  which, 
God  knows,  are  bad  enough.  England 
againft  all  the  world,  is  ratHer  an  unequal 
match,  and  if  we  fhoiTld-lofe  the  game  ac 

laft, 
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laft,  there  will  be  fome  merit  due  to  us,, 
however,  for  having  ftood  our  ground,  and 
neither  declining  the  challenge  or  daftardly 
running  from  the  rencontre.  Thefe  re- 
flections,  my  Elwina,  mull  confole  me  if 
it  is  my  fate  to  be  one  of  thofe  deftined  to 
fwell  the  triumph  of  the  enemy;  but  you 
know  one  comfort  is,  lam  but  a  fly  on  the 
wheel,,  and  not  a  prefumptuous  one  neither. 
\(  our  general  is  covered  with  laurels,  I 
fliall  not  have  more  than  one  leaf  to  my1 
ftiares  and  if  Fortune  plays  him  a  flipper-jr 
trick,  my  name  is  too  obfcure  to  be 
tarnifhed. 

Let  the  enemy  take  the  garrifon  when 
they  will,  they  cannot  have  much  to  boafi: 
of.  It  is  a  mere  hofpital.  There  are  noc 
abfolutely  men  enough  to  relieve,  properly, 
fo  that  many  of  the  pofts  are  intirely. with- 
out defence  j  but  we  put  the  beft  face  we 
can  upon  it,  and  this  policy  has.-  ferved  to 
intimidate  the  enemy,  as  they  kept  a  moft 
cautious  diftance  in  the  conftrudtion  and 
M  4  progress 
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progrefs  of  their  works.     Our  gallant  fel- 
lows, though  fick  and  almoft  dying,  ftill 
will  have  their  jokes,  and  laughing,  fay, 
"  The'Spanifh  troops  fhould  be  fent  to 
"  fchool   to  learn   to   ftand  fire."   How- 
ever, they  want  no  inftruttion  in  the  art  of 
giving  it  j   for  their  vaft  and    numerous 
artillery  are  fo  weighty,  and  the  fhowers  of 
fhot  and  fhells  fo  inceflant,  that  they  have 
nearly  demolifhed  all    the  upper   works, 
and  1  am  forry  to  add,  have  rendered  many 
of  our  pieces  of  ordnance  ufelefs.     The 
veteran  officers  fay,  they  never  faw  in  any 
fervlce  equal  deftru&ion.     We  may  carry 
this  bufinefs  off,  my  dear  Elwina,  with  all 
the  compofure  in  the  world  j  but  it  is  a 
mortifying  circumftance  to  be  cooped  ,up 
here,  to  be  fhyed  at  like  a  poor  cock  on  a 
Shrove  Tuefday,  and  not  have  it  in  our 
power  to  ftir    by   way   of   annoying  the 
enemy — -Mais  fortune  la  guerre,  et  je  Juis 
conte%t:"\t  was  no  choice  of  mine,  only  I 
hope  we'fhall  not  be  cenfured  by  and  by 
at  home,'  for  not  having  done  all  in  our 

power, 
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power.  We  have  had  much  more  to 
combat  than  the  enemy,  alone,  and  it  would 
wring  your  gentle  heart  to-  fee  the  fqualid, 
emaciated  foldiers  "  grin  horridly  a  ghaftly 
"  fmile"  at  any  appearance  of  fuccefs, 
and  Hand  cheerfully  to  their  arms,  till  they 
^drop  with  fatigue,  never  to  rife  again,. 
It  is  very  common  to  find  them  dying 
with  difeafe,  when  the  relief  is  going  tp 
mount  the  batteries;  and  yet  you  never 
hear  the  voice  of  complaint.  But  it  can- 
not laft  long  thus ;  either  our  miniflers 
muft  fend  additional  forces,  or  in  pity  to- 
the  few  who  remain,  the  general;  I  doubt., 
will  be  forced  to  capitulate.- — I  wifh  it 
could  be  avoided,  and  I  am  fure  it  will  if 
poffible. 

But  what  %nifies~  the  hardships,  of  war, 
er  any  other  "  ills  that  fle£h  is  heir  to," 
if  you  my  beloved  Elwina  will  cheer  your 
foldier  with  your  endearing  finiles,  and 
loathe  all  his  griefs?  Yet  my  deareft((giri, 
unlefs  he  cao*  hear  you  are  well  and  in 
M   5  good 
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good  fpirits,  where  is  he  to  look  for  com- 
fort and   confolation  ?    For   thy   Alfred's 
fake  then,  my  Elwina,  keep  up  a  good  heart* 
and  never  lofe  fight  of  the  hope  (bleffed 
above  all  other)  that  we   fhall  foon  meet,, 
and  foon  be  united  in  the  delightful  bands 
of  holy  wedded  love.     And  when  "  fweet 
peace"  will  give  us  leave,  we  will  imitate 
the  Dennifons.     We  fhall  have  a  better  in- 
come than  they  have,  with  not  four  chil- 
dren to  fet  out  with.      "  Oh  t   we  fhall 
«  grow  rich  by  faving,"  as  my  angel  fays. 
But  then  you  muft  be  in  perfect  health,  or 
our  fcheme  will  be  entirely  fruftrated. — 
I  will  never  forgive  Maria  for  not  exerting 
herfelf  to  amufe  you  j  tell  her  how  exceed- 
ingly angry  I  am,  and  that  1  fhall  foon  come 
over  and  fcold  her  heartily ;  then  tell  your- 
fclf,  my  beloved,  that  no  being  on  earth 
is  dear  to  me   but  your  own  dear  felf; 
that  my  heart  and  foul  are  devoted  to  you, 
while  they  can  be  called  in  the  fervice  of 

your 

ALFRED. 

LET- 
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LETTER      GI-V. 
E l  w i n  a.    to    Alfred. 

IF  the  requeft  of  my  beloved  Alfred  did 
not  endear  life  to  me,  I  fliould  be  the 
moft   unworthy    of  beings. — That    your 

friend  Captain fliould  find  me  altered 

from  my  pidture,  I  do  not  wonder  at ;  con- 
sider, my  Alfred,  the  hopes  that  played 
round  my  heart,  and  the  object  I  had  be- 
fore my  eyes  when  that  portrait  was-  taken. 
When  he  faw  the  original^,  he  beheld  a 
poor  weak  creature,  whofe  hopes  were  ai- 
moft  dead,,  and  whofe  eyes  were  no  longer 
bleft  with  the  fight  of  him  alone  who  couJd 
now  reftore  their  brilliancy.  I  was  very 
much  indifpofed  too  at  that  time..  You 
remember  my  telling  you'  of  my  fitting 
kte  in  the  evening,  too  late  indeed  for 
my  health,  on  the  favourite  feat  lb"  well, 
known  to  ^ou.  I  then  caught  a  Very 
M  6  fevecs 
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fevere  cold,  which  retried  on  my  lungs,  and 
I  was  too  wretched  in  my  mind  to  attend 
to  the  ailment  of  my  body,  fo  that  I  mult 
own  my  diforder  gained  a  greater  height 
than  it  would  have  done  had  I  forefeen 
any   thing  worth  living   for;    but   I   am 
much  better  now,  indeed  I  am  j  and  I  wiM 
ftrive  to  recover  as  faft  as  I  can.     Care 
and  attention  will,  I  doubt  not,  very  foon 
reftore  me  to  that  ftate  of  health  I  ufed  t© 
enjoy.     You  muft  not  be  angry,  even  in 
jeft,  with  our  dear  Maria;  I    am  much 
indebted  to  her  tendernefs.    I  do  not, think 
I  fhould   have  been  living  now,  but  for 
her  kind   care. — All   the  difturbances  of 
my  family  are  laid  to  my  charge  j  and  I 
am  fo  repeatedly  told,  that  if  it  was  not 
for  me,  they  fhould  never  have  had  a  dor. 
meftic  quarrel,   that    I    could  not  fome- 
times  help  joining  in  their  wifh,  of  hav- 
ing followed  me  to  the  grave  fome  years 
fince,  when  I  had  a  dangerous  fever,  and 
was  loved  by  every  one.     Thefe  are  cut» 
ting  things,  my  dear  Alfred,  to  hear  con- 
tinually, 
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tinualljf,  and  when  you  Were  rorn  from  me, 
made  me  lefs  iolicltous  about  my  health 
thain  I  ought  to  have  been.  It  is  not 
however  too  late,  and  if  you  are  in  earneft 
in  your  afiurances  of  taking  me  from  a 
home,  which  I  am  grieved  to  the  foul  to 
fay,  is  now  hateful  to  me,  I'fhall  be  more 
earneft  in  my  endeavours  towards  faeilk 
tating  my  recovery.  You  feemed  always 
fo  much  to  dread  a  life  of  comparative 
poverty,  that  I  was  (as  you  know  I  have 
long  declared)  fully  refolved  never  to  be 
your  wife,  till  we  had  an  income  that 
ihould  enable  us  a  little  to  keep  pace  with 
my  family.  But  marry  when  I  will,  I 
{hall  be  looked  on  as  an  outcaft  from  them, 
therefore  they  will  not  be  difgraced  by  our 
humble  ftyle  of  living;  and  according  td 
my  prefent  mode,  I  fhall  not  be  very  ex- 
pensive to  you,  for  I  live  wholly  on  vege- 
tables ;  I  wilh  1  could  fend  you  fome  of 
my  fhare.  That  diet  has  been  ordered 
for  me  r  and  I  find  myfelf  much  benefited 
by  lb  fimple  a  regimen, 

I  hope, 
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I  hope,  my  Alfred,  we  fhall  prove  that 
happinefs  depends  not  on  the  exterior  of 
fhew  and  parade.  I  have  at  laft,  thank. 
Heaven,  made  you  a  convert  to  my  fober 
fcheme  of  elegant  retirement,  and  you  wiH 
find  more  charms  in  a  country  life  now 
than  before  you  was  put  up  in  your  coop. 
You  will  give  me  credit  for  being  in  to- 
lerable fpirits;  your  affectionate  letters 
ought  to  have  that  good  effect:.  I  wiftv 
from  my  foul  we  could  have  an  honourable 
peace,  but  I  fear  that  is  hardly  poflible 
while  all  the  world  is  againft  "  poor  old 
"  England!"  They  do  talk  ftrongly  of  a 
change  in  the  miniftry;  a  change  of  men 
may  produce  a  change  of  meafures,  and 
fomething  new  will  be  ftruck  out.  If  they 
err,  moft  probably  they  will  choofe  a  new 
path  for  their  errors,  and  not  that  which 
4ias  been  fo  long  trodden  in  vain.  I  figh 
for  peace — my  foul  fickens  at  the  found  of 
war — Oh!  my  Alfred,  a  fnug  little  cot- 
tage with  you,  and  I  will  freely  refign  the 
pomps  and  vanities  of  the  world  to-thofe 

who 
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who  have  no  tafte  for  higher  joys*    Give 
but  Alfred  to  his  faithful 

ELWINA. 


LETTER     CV. 

To  the  fame. 

"  Y  beft  loved  Alfred,  I  doubt  our  very 
fober  fcheme  of  retirement  will  be 
frufbrated — and  what  means  do  you  fup- 
pofe  will  have  that  efFedl ?  No  lefs  than 
the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  in  the  wheel 
of  fortune  !  O,  my  Alfred,  I  congratulate 
you  on  the  fmiles  of  the  fickle  goddefsf 
Yes,  you  will  have  both  my  letters  to- 
gether, and  in  this  you  will  receive  the 
news  of  our  ticket  coming  up  a  prize  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds  !  Oh,  Plutus !  I  am 
half  inclined  to  build  temples  to  thy  di- 
vinity, thou  art  "  the  god  of  my  idolatry  !'r 
for  thou  art  the  blefled  means  of  beftow- 
ing  all  that  lean  wifti  for  in  Alfred  ! 

Yes 


►  «« 
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Yes  yes,  I  know  I  fhall  foon  recover 
my  bloom,  and  my  vivacity  is  already 
returned,  My  Alfred,  how  (hall  I  fuf- 
ficiently  adore   "  the  Giver  of  all  good 

things"  foTthis  benefit  ?  Now  fhaH  we  in- 
deed be  rewarded  for  all  our  fufferings — 
and  I  fhall  be  able  to  relate  a  few  hard- 
ihips,  Which  I  have  kept  to  myfelf,  but  which 
however  you  fhall  not  know,  till  you  have 
it  in  your  power  to  hold  me  to  your  faith- 
ful bofom,  and  join  with  your  Elwina  in 
thanks  to  Heaven,,  that  they  are  now  .all, 
over  for  ever. 

It  was  but  yefterday  I  received  the  good 
news:  I  had  regiftered  the  ticket,  and 
requefted  the  intelligence  of  its  fate  might 
be  tranfmitted  to  Maria.. 

Oh  ?  with  what  joy  the  dear  girl  poffed, 
up  to  me!  She  fent  for  a  chaife  directly, 
and  that  fhe  might  not  delude  me  with 
falfe  hopes,  went  immediately  to  the 
office  where  it  was  purchafed,  and  had  her 

wifhes 
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wishes  and  hopes  confirmed  :  fhe  then  flew 
tome,  and  I  have  been  fa  long  difufed  to 
fee  faces  burnifhed ;  with .  fmUes,  that  I 
could  npt  avoid  afking  her  by  what  magic 
flie  had  got  fuch  a  fet  of  brilliant  features  2 
She  foon  informed  me  whofe  wand  had 
wrought  fo  wonderful  a  change, — and,-— - 
but  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  how  I  was 
affe&ed,  you  know  I  have  not  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  have  my  heart  tried  by  pro- 
fperity,  and  fuch  a  burft  of  happinels 
crowding  on  me  at  once,  nearly  overfet 
my  poor  weak  frame  y.  but  comforted  by.  a 
thoufand  delightful  ideas,  I  bore  the  re- 
verfe  of  fortune  tolerably.  With  hep 
advice  I  went  dire&ly  into  the  city,  and. 
taking  an  honeft  broker  of  her  acquaint-, 
ance  with  me,  I  fopn  changed  my  little 
bit  of  paper  into  fubftantial  ftock  j  and 
now  our  property  is  inverted  in  the  three 
per  cents,  which  being  very  low  at  this 
crifis,  made  it  the  beft  fund  for  our  newly 
acquired  fortune.  — I  was  too  much  agitat- 
ed to  write  yefterday,  and  indeed  my  heart 

mil 
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ftill  flutters  fo:  much,  that  I  can  fcarcely 
hold  my  pen  ;  but  left  excefs  of  happinefs 
fhould  kill  me,  I  was  determined  before  I 
flept,  that  if  I  died  in  the  night,  I  would 
firft  appoint  my  own  heir,  fo  I  had  an  in- 
flrufnent  drawn  up,  which  made  you  fole 
proprietor  of  a  fum,  which  I  hope  1  fhall 
have  the  felicity  of  fharing  with  you  for 
many  many  years. 

The  affair  of  the  ticket  was  an  abfolute 
fecret  in  my  own  family,  and  I  hardly 
knew  how  to  bring  out  the  intelligence: 
but  chance  fometimes  does  more  than  de- 
iigh.  I  found*  I  could  not  get  my  matters 
of  importance  fettled  by  dinner  time  ; 
therefore  difpatched  a  porter  home  to  fay  I 
had  accompanied  Maria  into  the  city  en 
fome  particular  bufmefs  that  would  detain 
us  till  the  evening.  Mr.  D.  the  broker, 
very  civilly  prefTed  us  to  partake  of  his 
family  dinner,  and  I  ate  a  potatoe  with 
him,  which  is  yet  quite  a  meal  for  me; 
and  on  that  day  you  will  believe  I  had  not 

much 
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much   appetite. — Indeed,   the  hurry   and; 
agitation  of  ray  fpirits  were  fo  vifible,  that 
as  foon  a(s  I  got  to  Bedford-Square,. Maria, 
ever   attentive,    infilled   on    my    fending 
for  a  furgeon,   as  me  thought  it  highly 
fieceflary  I  mould  fubmit  to  the  operation 
of  bleeding;     My  mother  had  fome  curi- 
ofity,  no  doubt,  to  know  what  had  taken- 
me  from  home,  and  fuppofed  fome  acci- 
dent had  happened,  as  fhe  found  a  furgeon 
had  been  fent  for.     She  came  up  into  my 
room  while  the  bufinefs  was  doing  ;  Maria 
had  informed  our  furgeon  of  the  caufe  o£ 
the  tremor  he  had  felt  in  my  pulfe,  and 
he  i'rtttamly  difclofed   the  matter   to   my* 
mother.     You  muft  imagine  her  furprife- 
at  the  unexpected  information.     I  thought 
die  good  'man  muft  have  left  my  arm  un-* 
bound,  to"  run  with  his  lancet  to  hereto 
perform  the  famePoffice. 

1  She  obferved,  lhe  need  not  wifti  me  joy 
of  it,  fince,  no  doubt,  I  had  already 
formed  my  pia"n  for  parting  with  it.    T 

affured 
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affured  her  I  had:  and  was  "thankful  for 
the  means  which  Heaven  had  now  put  io 
my  power  of  purchasing  happinefs, 

And  fet  all  your  friends  at  defiance. 

I  told  her  I  could  not  now  argue  on  the 
iubjefr.     They  whom  fhe  called  my  friends, 
had  left  me  to  the  fate  they  had  forced 
upon   me  j   and  had  taught  me  the  painful 
leflbn    of  difcriminating   between  friends- 
and  relations  :    but  that  I  ftill  remembered 
where  duty  was  due  -x  and  when  the  olive 
branch  was  held  out  tome,  I  mould  mbflr 
thankfblly,  on  my  knees,,  accept  it.     My- 
tears  flowed,  and  I  fondly  hoped  I  might 
ibften   her  heart ;   but  fhe  coldly  faid,  I 
knew  on  what  terms  peace  might  be  re- 
ftored,  which  my  perverfenefs  had  inter- 
rupted.— Mr.    S*  obferved,   it   would    be 
better  for  me  to  be  kept  quite  compofed ; 
and  my  mother,  taking  the  hint,  withdrew. 
My  dear  Maria  ftaid  the  night  with  me  ;. 
nor  would  fuffer  me  to  recall  any  unplea- 
sant event,  but  urged  me  to  look  forward 

to 
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to  Bright  hope— ftill  brighter  by  almoft  a, 
certainty  of  happinefs. — And  furely,  my 
Alfred,  we  fhall  be  uncommonly  happy — 
there  will  be  but  Dne  alloy  'to  its  perfec- 
tion ;  and  I  truft  in  Heaven  that  will  foon 
b.e  got  overj  for  I  never  (hall  think  my- 
feif  debafed  by  makiQg  the  mbft  humble 
advances  towards,  a  reconciliation  with  my 
parents,  who  were  never  fevere  to  me  but 
in  this  inftance;  and,  perhaps,  I  was  re- 
prehenfible,  for  entering  into  fo  folerrin  an 
engagement  without  their  knowledge. 
How.  thankful  then  (hould  I  be  tp  Provi- 
dence, that  the  dear  object  of  my  love  was 
the  Ixft  and  moft  amiable  of  men  ! — And 
how  many  young  women  are  there  whole 
engagements  are  productive  of  ruin  to 
themfelves,  and  difgrace  to  their  families  I 
—Your  Elwina  is  happily  an  exception.— 
And  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  fliould  never  have 
been  caught  by  your  fine  form,  had  not 
the  moft  handfome  and  elegant  of  men 
been  likewife  the  moft  amiable ! — My 
fancy  might  iiave  been  charmed,  but  my 

judg- 
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judgment  would'have  had  nothing  to  do  in 
the  affair ;  consequently,  your  reigmwould 
have^  been  very  Ihort,-  had  not  your  interior 
merit  even  furpiffed  that  extferior '  beauty 
which  the  coldeft  hearts  muft  acknowledge 
you  poffefs  in  an  eminent  degree.  I  Ihould 
not  fay  all  this,  if  I  did  not  know  you  are 
perfectly  free  from  that  kind  of  vanity 
which  prizes  itfelf  on  the  pofFeflion  of 
what  a  few  years  muft  certainly,  and  va- 
rious accidents  may,  in  an  hour,  deprive 
you  of.  I  will  now  have  done.  Heaven 
fend  us  peace !  for  that  bleffing  will  dif- 
fufe  itfelf  all  around — and  who  fhall  have 
caufe  to  rejoice  in  it  more  than  you  and  I  ? 
Oh,  bleffed  peace !  reftore  to  me  all  my 
comforts  entire,  by  giving  my  Alfred  to 

his  faithful 

ELWINA. 

LETTER     CVI. 

Alfred  to  Elwina. 

TH  E  "forlorn  hope"  ftill  keeps  its 
head  above  water — but  how  much 
6  longer 
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ktfigerit  will  be  able  to  hold  out  is  un- 
certain. Ob!  for  five  thoufand  idle  fel- 
lows that  only  wear  cockades  to  look 
brilliant  in  the  eyes  of  their  miftreifes ! 
Here  we  fhould  find  hot  work  for  them ; 
and  they  might  ftand  in  the  room  of  better 
men,  and  fave  them  :  they  would  make 
Excellent  food  for  powder.  My  beloved 
Elwina,  we  feem  cut  off"  from  all  fociety.— 
A  little  objeft  to  be  pelted  at,  with  our 
hands  tied  behind  us.  It  is  almoft  as  bad 
as  ftanding  in  the  pillory,  only  that  no 
difgrace  is  annexed  to  our  fituation.  That 
is  all  our  comfort.  Honour  is  all  a  foldier 
has  to  boaft  of:  and  it  would  be  honour 
indeed  to  force  the  Dons  to  raife  the  fiege. 
But  our  internal  difagreements  (I  fpeak  it 
in  confidence  to  you,  my  love)  hurts  the 
caufe  more  than  any  external  circumftance. 
That  fatal  jealoufy,  and  averfenefs  to  fol- 
low a  good  hint,  becaufe  an  inferior  pro- 
pofes  it,  will  be  the  ruin  of  every  thing. 
There  mould  be  but  one  commanding 
officer — either  of  our  generals,  being  fole, 

would 
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would  do  wonders — but  as  it  is— —well, 
it  cannot  be  helped — and  things,  it  is  eafy 
to  forefee,  will  go  worfe  and  worfe.  I 
think  there  is  fomething  diabolic  in  the 
difpofition  that  can  rejoice  at  the  misfor- 
tunes of  our  country,  becaufe  their  mea- 
fures  were  not  adopted.  I  am  of  no 
party — but  that  of  uniformly  wilhirig  fuc- 
cefs  to  our  arms — and  when  a  Ihout  is 
given  at  any  little  inftance  of  fuperiority,  I 
care  not  from  which  battery  it  comes,  1 
will  join  it  with  all  my  heart.  But  when 
heads  fall  out,  the  reft  will  take  their 
lhare  -,  and,  confequently,  it  makes  many 
difputes,  which  end  in  quarrels,  among 
thofe  who  really  have  no  bufinefs  to  in- 
terfere in  the  matter.  This,  of  courfe, 
renders  the  fervice  difegreeabie,  as  one  half 
of  the  garrifon  is  at  variance  with  the  other. 

I  mould  not  be  tired  of  my  fituation, 
but  from  thefe  circumftances — I  wifh  to 
be  well  with  all,  but  that  k  fcarcely  pofii- 

bk— 
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ble — *here  will  be  murmurers  and  croakers 
— and  one  cannot  always  fhut  one's  ears. 

I  think  the  time  very  long  fince  I  have 
had  a  letter  from  my  ever  loved  Elwina ; 
but  I  truft  I  fhall  now  very  foon  have  that 
happinefs>  as  the  wind  is  fair;  and  we  are 
eagerly  expecting  fome  relief  from  our 
country,  which,  indeed,  is  neceffary  to  our 

falvation  as  a  fortrefs and  without  it 

arrives  fpeedily,  we  fhall  no  longer  be  free 
fubjects  of  Great  Britain. 

We  have  juft  commenced  the  new  year, 
and  the  garrifon  is  now  lb  much  reduced 
by  ficknefs,  that  there  are  not  more  than 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  men  fit  for  duty  in 
any  degree ;  and  out  of  them  there  are  not 
more  than  a  hundred  that  the  furgeons 
pronounce  free  from  fcurvy  :  of  the  reft, 
there  is  no  chance  of  their  recovering  to 
health,  unlefs  they  could  get  frelh  provi- 
fions  and  vegetables  j  fo  that  every  day 
we  may  expect  large  draughts  for  the 
Vol.  III.  N  hofpital. 
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hofpital.  I  wifh  each  poft  was  as  well 
filled  as  thofe  wards  are — we  lhould  yet 
hold  up  our  heads,  and  look  with  fome 
confidence  in  the  faces  of  the  Dons. 

It  is  only  wonderful  that  the  enemy  does 
not  attempt  a  coup  de  main,  which  was  done 
in  the  former  fiege,  when  the  fortrefs  was 
defended  by  General  Blakeney;  and  the 
garrifon  was  many,  many  degrees  ftronger 
than  it  is  at  prefent. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  valour  and  con- 
stancy difplayed  by  the  garrifon  ;  and  the 
behaviour  of  the  common  men  is  almoft 
without  example.  There  is  not  a  day  but 
numbers  of  the  foldiers  actually  die  on 
guard,  who,  from  eagernefs  to  do  their 
duty  in  defending  the  place,  conceal  their 
illnefs  to  prevent  their  being  fent  to  the 
hofpital.  Such  noblenefs  of  mind  deferves 
better  fortune : — and  yet  what  greater 
honour  can  a  foldier  wifli  for,  than  bravely 
to  die  for  his  country !    But  we  are  quite 

forgotten 
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forgotten  by  our  minifters  at  home,  and 
left  a  prey  to  difeafe  and  anguifh ;  which 
is  worfe  than  being  glorioufly  flain  in  bat- 
tle. The  profpect  of  our  tombs  being 
decked  with  laurels,  fmooths  the  hard  bed 
of  death — but  to  be  the  facrifice  of  neglecl, 
or  defign,  will  add  a  keener  edge  to  the 
fword  of  the  enemy. 

The  officers,  in  point  of  health,  are  bet- 
ter off  than  the  foldiery— but  what  can 
fuch  an  handful  of  men  do  without  fiic- 

cours  ? You  will  think,  my  dear  love,  I 

am  grown  a  murmurer  too.  It  is  difficult 
to  avoid  the  infection  when  one  is  fur- 
rounded  with  that  tribe,  and  really  feel 
there  is  too  much  reafon  for  complaining. 
T  have  read  a  great  deal  on  the  fubjed:  of 
fieges,  and  gather  as  much  information  as 
I  can  from  men  who  have  grown  grey  in 
the  fervice    of  their   country   in    different 

wars  and  climates and  the  refult  is I  am 

not  thoroughly  fatisfied.     But  this  I  know, 

if  I  was  high  in  rank,  I  would  refign  my 

N  2  com- 
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commiffion,  before  I  would  accept  a  com- 
mand over  a  place  that  is  devoted  by  the 
minifter  to  be  a  /cape  goat,  or  a  tub  thrown 
out  to  amufe  the  whale.  Whether  we 
poor  fellows  are  in  that  predicament,  re- 
mains to  be  proved. 

But  I  hope  it  will  one  day  be  inquired 
into  -,  and  likewife  where  the  fault  of  fome 
things  lie.  You  are  not  a  foldier,  my  Elwina, 
fo  I  cannot  at  prefent  explain  myfelf  to  you 
— nor  would  it  be  proper;  in  five  mi- 
nutes I  could  illuftrate  it  to  you  very 
clearly,  if  I  was  fitting  by  you  like  uncle 
Toby,  fighting  over  my  battles :  and  I 
know  you  could  not  help  exclaiming, 
«  Good  God !  was  it  poffible  to  overlook 
"that?"  I  know  you  would.  There  are 
fome  things  fo  very  obvious,  that  they 
ought  to  be  taken  notice  of*  and  I  fin- 
cerely  wifh  they  n.ay.     And  if  they  meet 

with  approbation why  thtn  I  am  no  fol- 

diti,  and  {hall  never  make  a  general but 

will  be  content  to  turn  my  fword  into  a 

plough- 
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plougMhare.     I  wifh  to  have  your  letter  in 

anfwer  to  my  refolution  of  copying  the 
plan  of  the  Dennifons.  I  am  certain  of 
having  the  concurrence  of  my  cleared  girl 
in  thofe  little  manoeuvres.  1  lorsr  too  t  > 
bear  you  have  taken  more  care  of  your  dear 
health.  My  love,  that  is  a  blcflSng  which 
gives  us  a  gout  for  all  others;  and,  in 
Ihort,  no  one  can  be  fuid  to  enjoy  happi- 
nefs,  when  that  is  wanting. 

And  now,  adieu  !  my  ever  loved  El- 
wina.  I  feel  more  anxious  impatience  to 
get  your  next  letters,  than  I  have  ever 
experienced  fince  this  tedious  abfence. 
It  is  now  more  than  twelve  months  fince  I 
parted  from  my  foul's  treafure ;  and  1  ea- 
gerly pant  for  the  tranfport  of  feeing  her 
again.  Dear  as  I  ever  prized  your  fociety, 
I  am  ready  to  condemn  myfelf  for  not 
having  been  fo  fenfible  of  it  as  I  ought. — 
And  yet  of  what  do  I  accufe  myfelf?  Your 
loved  converfation  was  dearer,  to.  me  than 
life  or  breath.  I  never  knew  enjoyment  or 
N  3  delight 
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delight  but  when  you  was  by  to  difpenfe 
it  to  mc.  Oh,  my  love,  how  infinite  are 
my  obligations  to  you  ! — The  longcft  life 
of  tendernefs  could  not  repay  all  Ioweyou. 

Again  adieu,   my  ever  loved  Elwina  ! 

I  am  yours,  and  yours  alone, 

ALFRED. 

LETTER      CVII. 

Lieut.     M.     to     Maria. 

Madam, 

AT  the  requeft  of  a  very  particular 
friend  of  mine,  and  a  very  deferving 
officer,  I  have  the  honour  of  addreffing 
you  en  the  melancholy  event  that  has  at 
snee  deprived  me  of  a  valuable  acquaint- 
ance, and  the  fervice  of  a  gallant  foldier. 

You  will  find  inclofed,  a  letter,  which, 
with  great  pain  and  difficulty,  was  written 
a  verv  fliort  time  before  his  death.     As  he 

fpoke 


FOR    FATHERS.         Z71. 

fpoke  of  you  with  the  greateft  friendfhip^ 
there  can  be  no  one  fo  proper  to  (often 
the  cruel  event  to  the  lady,  for  whom  the^ 
inclofed  is  addreiTed.  I  beg  you  to  believe, 
that  I  feel  the  utmoft  pain  on  this  occa- 
fion,  as  no  one  could  know  the  lieutenant 
without  entertaining  a  partiality  for  him. 
I  had  the  honour  of  his  more  particular 
confidence,  and  feel  molt  fenfibly  for  the 
affliction  which  this  intelligence  will  con- 
vey to  the  object  of  the  mod  faithful  and 
conftant  paffion  that  woman  could  infpire. 

It  revives  my  forrow  to  relate  each  cir- 
cumftance  that  attended  the  laft  hours  of 
my  gallant  friend ;  but  I  know  it  will  be 
the  only  fatisfaction  his  lamenting  furvi- 
vors  can  receive,  to  know  that  every;  thing 
poflible  was  done  for  him,  to  foften  the 
rigour  of  his  fate. 

Three  days  fince,  on  the  fir  ft  of  Fe- 
bruary, Lieutenant  Harley  mounted  guard, 
and  in  about  an  hour  afterwards,  r  a  fhell 

N  4  ft ruck 
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(truck  on  the  baftion,  and  he  had  not 
time  to  get  into  the  cafemate,  which  is 
bomb  proof.  The  explofion  of  the  (hell 
coft  feveral  lives,  and  my  excellent  friend 
was  mortally  wounded.  I  happened  very 
fortunately  to  be  off  duty,  therefore  had  an 
opportunity  of  attending  him  as  long  as 
my  zealous  but  ufekfs  fervices  were  necef- 
fary.  The  iurgeons,  who  examined  the 
wounds  and  fractures,  immediately  pro- 
nounced his  recovery  impoflible.  He  re- 
ceived the  fatal  intelligence  with  as  much 
ronftancy  and  courage  as  it  was  poflible 
for  a  man,^ho,  but  the  day  before,  had  re- 
ceived Tetters  from  the  beloved  of  his 
heart,  which  congratulated  him  on  an  ac- 
ceffion  of  fortune,  by  which  his  happinefs 
with  her  would  have  been  infured.  But 
the  life  of  a  foldier  hangs  by  a  thread  at 
all  times. 

After  the  wounds  were  drefil*d,  he  in- 
treated  -every  one  to  leave  him  but  rr.e, 
and  requefted  he  might  be   furnifhed  with 

materials 
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material*  for  writing.  I  fupportsd  •  hiiTt 
as  well  as  I  could,  to  enable  him  to  pen 
the  laft  letter  to  his  beloved.  It  was  an 
arduous  tafk,  and  the  agonies  of  his  mind 
bore  a  full  proportion  to  thofe  of  his  body, 
while  he  was  taking  his  final  leave  of  all 
he  loved  in  this  world.  Indeed,  madam,  it 
was  a  fcene  that  would  have  melted  a  ftoic. 
I  own  myfelf  a  man  of  fenfibility,  and  I 
found  it  difficult  to  bear  with  that  neceffary 
firmnefs  which  ferved  a  little  to  fupport. 
him. 

When  he  had  finifhed  writing,  he  took 
up  a  toothpick-cafe,  in  which  was  the  por- 
trait of  his  Elwina,  and  he  killed  it  fe- 
veral  times.  He  bleffed  and  prayed  for 
the  dear  original ;  he  bleiTed  you  too, 
madam,  calling  you  his  and  his  loved 
Elwina's  true  and  generous  friend.  •  He 
implored  Heaven  to  endue  you  witrj 
ftrength  to  comfort  and  fupport  his  be- 
loved, whom  he  mufc  now  leave  for  ever ! 
He  oblige.]  me  to  accept  .his  watch  and 
N  5  fword, 
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fword,  with  fome  other  articles  belonging 
to  his  regimentals ;  and  particularly  re- 
quefted  me  to  undertake  the  charge  of  de- 
livering to  you  a  fmall  cabinet  he  had 
placed  all  his  letters  in,  and  in  which,  after 
a  flood  of  tears,  he  depofited  the  picture 
of  Elwina;  declaring,  he  had  now  loft 
fight  of  every  object  he  wifhed  to  behold  ! 
Then  with  the  utmoft  fervor  he  addreffed 
himfelf  to  that  Power  which  alone  dif- 
penfes  life  and  death,  and  with  the 
-greaiefc  heroifm  and  patience  bore  his  an- 
guifn,  till  human  nature  could  fupporthim 
no  more.  "  Death  came  in  an  unfriendly 
"  hour,  when  circumftances  had  arifen  to 
"  make  him  more  tender  of  life  than  he 
"  had  for  fome  time  been."  This  was  an 
obfervation  he  made  a  fhort  time  before 
his  foul  took  its  flight.  Gallant,  amiable 
youth  1  thy  memory  will  long  live  in  the 
minds  of  thy  fellow  foldiers ! 

May  Heaven  hear  the  dying  prayer  of 
the  noble-minded  Alfred  !    and  may  you, 

madam. 


FOR    FATHERS.        27^ 

madam,  be  enabled  to  fpeak  words  of  peace 
to  the  greatly  afflicted  lady  !  You  may  refi: 
aflfured,  I  fliall  punctually  obey  the.  dying 
injunction  of  my  lamented  friend ;  and 
take  the  firft  opportunity  of  waiting  on 
you,  when  I  return  to  England,  which  will 
probably  be  in  a  Ihort  time;  as  the  garrifon 
capitulated  this  day,  and  the  troops  will 
be  fent  home  as  foon  as  poflibLe. 

I  have,  madam,  the  honour  of  being 

Your  devoted  humble  fervanr* 

G.  Mv 

The   inclcfed  Letter*. 

To  my  beloved  Elwina, 

Dh  A  R  to  my  heart  as  thou  haft  ever 
been,  what  anguifh  mull  I  feel 
when  I  tell  you  this,  my  beloved  Elwina, 
is  the  lad  letter  you  will  ever  receive  feom 
the  man  who  adores,  you. 

Yes,,  my  Elwina,  the  die  is  now  caP.— - 

our  fweet  fch  ernes  are  indeed  ail  fruilrated, 

N   6  arid 
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and  in  the  moment  too  when  my  too  ig- 
norant heart  was  rejoicing  in  the  bleffed 
hope  of  foon  being  united  to  you  for  ever. 
But  it  was  fure  never  defigned  by  that 
Heaven,  which  has  for  wife  purpofes  di- 
vided us  to  all  eternity.  Alas  !  my  El- 
wina,  ere  this  reaches  your  loved  hand, 
that  of  the  hopelefs  writer  will  be  cold ; 
but  while  life  holds  out,  it  cannot  refill 
telling  you,  thefe  lines  are  dictated  by  the 
trueft  heart  that  ever  was  fenfible  of  wo- 
man's love. 

We  muft  part,  my  Elwina !  The  pangs 
I  now  endure,  and  which  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  tell  you  fo,  inform  me  but  a 
little  time  will  your  Alfred  be  numbered 
with  the  living.     He  dies  yours. 

I  congratulate  you,  my  beloved,  with 
my  dying  hand,  on  the  acceffion  of  for- 
tune, though  your  loved  Alfred  cannot 
fhare  it  with  you.  Ah  !  how  delightful 
were  the  fenfations  which  kept  me  waking 

the 
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the  laft  night  my  foul  was  doomed  to  pafs 
in  this  earthly  abode!  This  independence 
will  enable  you  to  live  where,  and  how  you 
pleafe  ■,  and  if  in  future  times  you  mould 
fee  any  one  whom  you  mould  think  wor- 
thy of  poffefiing  a  heart  Alfred  afpired  to 
— Oh  !  may  you  be  happy  !  may  his  ten- 
dernefs  be  equal  to  that  which  now,  and, 
while  it  beats,  will  fill  my  heart,  my 
faithful  heart  !  And  for  your  fake,  my  El- 
wina,  my  ever-loved,  may  his  fortune  be 
more  happy  than  mine  j  cut  off  in  the 
prime  of  life,  when  fuch  a  profpect  was 
opening  to  my  view  !  I  ftrive  to  confider 
it  in  the  beft  light; — yet,   yet  'tis  hard.— 

Oh  !   Elwina,  to  part  with  you 1  muft 

not  think  of  it. 

May  Heaven  endue  you  with  ftrength  to 
fupport  the  blow  ! — for  oh  !  I  well  know 
what  will  be  your  fufferings.  Bur,  my 
loved  angel,  we  fhall  meet  hereafter. 
Heaven  will  blefs  us  at  the  laft  ! 

Mv 
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My  dying  breath  bleffes  and  prays  for 
ycu.  Maria  !  dear,  valuable  friend,  confole 
my  Elwina ;  teach  her  to  bear  with  for- 
titude this  inevitable  ftroke.— I  can  no 
more  ;  the  pangs  of  death  prefs  clofe  upon 
me.  May  Heaven  mower  its  bleflings  on 
you,  my  loved  Elwina !  Deareft  beloved 
Elwina,  adieu  for  ever  I 


Here  ends  the  correfpondence  of  two  of 
the  moft  faithful  and  moil  unfortunate  of 
lovers. 

What  a  tafk  for  me,  the  poor  forlorn 
Maria,  to  pour  the  balm  of  confoiation  on 
the  wounds  of  the  afflicted  Elwina  ! 

While  I  was  weeping  over  the  fad  ac- 
count, and  diftracted  with  the  idea  of  be- 
holding and  informing  my  beloved  friend 
of  the  dreadful  news,  a  fervant  from  her 
father's  came  to  me,  begging  me  to  haflen 

to 
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to  his  young  lady,   who,  he  feared,  was 
dying. 

.  I  flew  thither  in  all  hafte,  and  found  her 
juft  recovering  from  a  fit,  into  which  fh-e 
had  been  thrown  by  the  brutality  of  her 
brother.  He  had  not  fpoken  to  her  for 
fome  months ;  but  this  morning,  with  an 
air  of  triumph,  he  gave  her  the  Gazette  to 
read,  in  which  was  the  lift  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  at  Minorca.  Yes,  Clodio  !  you 
meant  to  deftroy  her — and  your  evil  pur- 
pofe  was  effected  L 

"  Take  me  from  this  houfe,"  {he  faid 
to  me  as  foon  as  (he  recovered  her  fpeech; 
u  I  conjure  you,  my  Maria,  take  me  from 
"  this  houfe."  There  was  a  tremendous 
wildnefs  in  her  eyes,  and  I  told  her  mo- 
ther fhe  muft  anfwer  for  the  confequences, 
unlefs  fhe  was  indulged.  She  was  carried 
down  as  foon  as  the  carriage  could  be 
got  ready  ;  and  1  fupported  her  weep- 
ing, but  unable  to  fpeak  to  her.      When 

fiie 
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fhe  was  in  my  room,  to  which  fhe  was* 
conveyed,  as  foon  as  I  could  get  her  to 
my  father's,  fhe  threw  her  arms  round  me, 
and  faid,  "  Now  I  can  breathe  better. — 
"  They  have  killed  him  at  laft ;  but  no 
"  matter,  they  cannot  part  us :  we  fhall 
"  yet  meet." 

I  had  fent  for  a  furgeon,  who  bled  her, 
and  fhe  was  put  to  bed :  fhe  talked  a 
good  deal,  but  wandered  very  much  ;  to- 
'  wards  the  middle  of  the  night  fhe  grew 
more  compofed  -}  that  is,  more  rationally 
fenfibleof  her  lofs,  which  fhe  now  deplored 
in  fuch  moving  accents  as  tore  my  heart- 
ftrings  to  hear  her;  I  knelt  by  her  bed- 
fide,  and  could  only  unite  my  tears  with 
hers,  as  my  grief  oppreffed  me  too  much 
for  utterance  ;  unable  as  I  was  to  fpeak  a 
word  of  comfort  to  her.  Indeed,  the  ut- 
moft  ftretch  of  reafon  could  not  fupgeft 
any  to  the  forlorn  unhappy  Elwina.  She 
never  clofed  her  eyes  the  whole  night,  and 
by   the    morning  difcovered    very  ftrong 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of 0  a  high  fever ;  yet  not  the 
lead  delirium.  After  many  painful  efforts 
me  accomplifhed  the  reading  of  his  laft' 
dying  letter  -,  *nd  the  agonies  this  talk  coft 
her  are  not  to  be  defcribed.  If  any  one 
has  been  in  the  fame  deplorable  fituation* 
and  has  had  ftrength  to  furvive  it,  they, 
»ind  they  only,  can  form  an  idea  of  her  im,« 
paffioned  anguifli, 

In  the  morning  her  mother  fent  to  in- 
quire after  her  health:  the  meffage  was 
brought  up  Itairsj  fhe  was  greatly  agi- 
tated by  it.  "  I  hope  me  will  not  come 
"  to  fee  me  yet,"  fhe  faid.  I  aflfured  her 
this  houfe  was  her's,  and  me  mould  fee  no 
one  whom  fhe  wi  fried  not  to  receive.  She 
thanked  me  with  the  mod  grateful  acknow-  ' 
ledgments.  (<  You  are  now  my  only 
"  friend,"  faid  (he,  "  my  only  comforter  t 
"  My  blefled  Alfred  bade  you  comfort 
(C  me  ;  and  I  know  you  would  obey  him 
"  if  you  could;  but,  alas!  you  weep  too 
"  much  to  find  words.     And,  oh  !  Maria, 
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"  in  what  words,  or  what  language  could 
"  you  fpeak  comfort  to  fuch  a  wretch  as 
"  me  ?  Yes,  there  are  fome  words  of 
"  confolation  too  ;  Come  unto  me  all  ye  who 
"  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft, 
<(  In  the  tomb  I  fhall  be  fhortly  laid,  I 
"  fhall  have  reft — but  on  earth,  never — 
"  no  never  L" 

At  her  requeft  I  fent  for  a  gentleman  in 
the  neighbourhood  who  was  in  the  law.  I 
begged  her  not  to  give  way  to  refentment 
in  the  difpofal  of  her  fortune.  She  aflured 
me  fhe  would  not.  "  Why  fhould  I  relent 
"  their  cruelty  ?"  fhe  faid ;  "  by  their  means 
"  I  fhall  fooner  join  my  heart's  treafure. 
"  Oh  !  how  natural  it  is  to  wifti  to  be  where 
tc  one's  treafure  is  laid  up.  I  will  not,  how- 
"  ever,  be  dictated  to  in  the  difpofition  of 
"  my  fortune.  My  family  have  enough  ; 
<c  too  much  perhaps,  as  it  has  made  them 
11  proud  of  heart,  as  I  once  faid  my  be- 
*c  loved  Alfred  was.     None  of  them  want 

«  what 
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"what  I  have  a  right  to  give  to  whom  I 
«  pleafe." 

She  ehofe  to  be  alone  with  the  lawyer, 
and  fheconverfed  with  him  fome  time,  till 
the  perfons  were  wanted  to  witnefs  her  will. 
Her  head  was  perfectly  clear.  Alas!  {he 
too  fenfibly  felt  her  fortows* 

When  Mr  L.  was  gone,  fhe  prefled  my 
hand,  and  told  me  flie  had  held  her  pen  to 
fign  her  name  for  the  laft  time :  "  And  oh  ! 
"my  beft,  my  now  only  remaining  friend!" 
fhe  faid,  "  may  time  foften  the  afBi&i&n  I 
"  know  you  will  feel  at  my  departure.  I 
"  know  what  it  is.  to  have  loft  the  deareft 
"  of  ail  friends,  but  I  ihall  foon  be  united 
"  to  him.  Heaven  takes  compaffion  on 
"my  (dying  as  I  hope  I  am,  I  will  lay) 
"  unmerited  fufferings,  and  it  will  reunite 
"  me  to  my  foul's  beloved." 

In  the  afternoon  her  mother  came,  and 
begged  to  fee  her.  She  calmly  faid  fhe  had 

now 
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now  no  refentment,  and  fhould  be  glad  to 
die  in  peace  with  her  father  and  mother. — 
The  interview  vas  awful  and  affecting'; 
but  how  vain  now  all  their  kindnefs,  and 
fond  exprefiions  !  Had  they  been  employed 
fome  months  fooner,  my  lovely  friend 
might  have  ftlll  been  reckoned  among  the 
happy  on  earth.  Elwina  fpoke  with  lb 
much  compofure,  that  her  mother  enter- 
tained "hopes  of  her  recovery,  and  fur- 
mounting  her  grief.  On  her  faying  it 
Ihould  be  the  future  bufinefs  of  her  life  to 
make  her  •  as  happy  as  poffible,  Elwina 
fhook  her  head,  and  faid, — "  Profefiioas 
<f  are  too  late.  They  might  once  have 
"  anlwered  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  me, 
"  but  now  they  lofe  their  effecV* 

Her  father  came  in  the  evening,  and 
with  a  flood  of  tears  bewailed  his  wretch- 
ednefs,  in  being  one  of  the  inftruments  of 
hurrying  lb  lovely,  and  once  fo  dutiful  a 
child  to  the  grave.  She  lweetly  fcrove1  to 
reconcile  him  to  himfelf,  and  declared  how 

freely 
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freely  fhe  forgave  every  one,  and  hoped  for 
their  forgivenefs,  and  blefiing  likewife  j 
but  when  urged  to  fee  her  brother,  fhe 
turnedquiGkly  to  me — u  Maria,"  fhe  faid 
earneftly,  "  did  you  not  promife  me  I 
"  fhould  fee  no  one  but  fuch  as  I  chofe 
"  myfelf  ?"  I  repeated  what  I  had  pro- 
mifed :  "Then,"  faid  fhe,  <c  if  my  life  was  to 
"  be  extended  to  ages,  I  would  never 
"  more  behold  him. — I  forgive  him  ;  but 
"  never,  never  fhall  my  eyes  view  him 
"  more.  I  hope,"  fhe  continued,  "  a. 
'*  very  few  days  will  conclude  a  life  that 
/'  he  has  contributed  to  embitter,  as  well 

<c  as  fhorten Let  me  not  be  difturbed 

"  by  hearing  his  name  mentioned." 

I  told  her  her  mother  conceived  hopes 
of  her  recovery,  becaufe  fhe  had  not  talk- 
ed of  her  Alfred.  «  Why  fhould  I  fpeak 
"  of  him  to  thofe  who  have  not  hearts 
"  to  fympathife  with  me  ?"  fhe  anfwered. 
"No,  it  would  be  profaning  his  name  to 
u  mention  it  to  thofe  who  accek  rated  his 

"  death. 
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"  death.  But  I  forgive  them  ;  I  am  fure  he 
w  did  fo  likewife." 


Her  fever  returned  that  night  with 
greater  violence  than  ever;  and  indeed  her 
frame  had  been  fo  fhattered,  for  flie  had 
not  recovered  her  fymptoms  of  a  decline, 
that  there  was  little  chance  of  her  furviv- 
jng  fo  fevere  a  blow.  Nature  and  youth 
flruggled  a  little  ;  but  they  foon  gave  way; 
and,  on  the  third  day,  my  Elwina's  chafte 
and  lovely  fpiritjoined  her  Alfred's. 

I  found  myfel'f  her  fole  heir.  The  pre- 
amble to  her  will,  though  free  from  acrimo- 
ny, was  fteadilyperfevering  in  alienating  her 
property  from  her  family,  and  (he  gave  her 
'reafons  for  fuch  a  meafure.  At  her  requeft, 
I  buried  her  clofe  to  the  mother  of  her  be- 
loved Alfred.  And  as  the  neighbourhood  of 

H had  now  loft  its  only  charm,  and  I 

fell  into  an  ill  Hate  of  health,   my    father 

com- 
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complied  with  my  defire  of  palling  fome 
months   on    the    Continent.     His  declin- 
ing  years  and    health   prolonged  my  flay 
near  two   years,  and  I  paid  my  laft  duty 
there  to  my  honoured  parent.     On  my  re- 
turn  to    England,    I  found  Clodio   had 
thrown  out    many  farcafms   againft    me, 
which  I  treated  wkh  the  filent  contempt 
fuch  meannefs  deferved.       But  when   he 
dared  to  caft  bafe  reflections  on  the  memo- 
ry of  the  beloved  Elwina,  my  refentment 
was  roufed.     I  refolved  the  world  (hould 
judge  of  the  reafons   which  induced  El- 
wina to  withdraw  herfelf  from  her  family. 
1  copied  all  the  letters  which  had  fallen  into 
my  hands  by  the  lamented  deaths  of  thefe 
amiable  lovers.     I   had  partly  agreed  to 
publifh  them  ;  but  the  fear  of  the  world's 
treating  them  as  only  a  common  tale,  de- 
terred me  for  fome  time  ;   but  frelh  infult 
has  called  for  frelh  refentment  j  and,  to  re- 
fute the  tongue  of  malice,  thefe  letters  and 
memoirs  are  laid  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
6  public; 
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public ;  and  they  will  ferve  to  ereft  a  mo- 
nument for  two  unfortunate  lovers,  in  the 
hearts  of  all  thofe  who  are  endued  with 
fenfibility. 


I      N      I      S. 


